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Impact of pollution 6

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has
released its latest Toxics Release Inventory with
data from 2011.

Feasibility testing tool 7

The In-Situ Microcosm Array is a recently de-
veloped unique alternative to conventional field pi-
lot testing.

Jax contamination 8

City of Jacksonville officials want investors who
bought property once used to manufacture gas for
streetlights and home use to help pay for cleaning
up its coal tar contamination.

Springs goes public 9
State environmental officials are hoping to

breathe new life into Silver Springs’ future by turn-

ing the attraction into a state park later this year.

Legislative preview 10

Long-time Tallahassee attorney Bill Preston
shares his thoughts about the 2013 legislative ses-
sion now underway.

Infrastructure matters 15

Infrastructure that efficiently stores, imports or
extracts water from aquifers makes a huge differ-
ence in U.S. urban areas’ vulnerability to water
shortages.
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Got a story lead?

Got an idea for a story? Like to submit a column for
consideration? Fire away. And don’t forget to fill us in on
your organization’s new people and programs, projects
and technologies—anything of interest to environmental
professionals in the state. Send to P.O. Box 2175, Gold-
enrod, FL 32733. Call us at (407) 671-7777; fax us at (407)
671-7757, or email us at info@enviro-net.com.

Address label changes?

If your mailing label is inaccurate or incomplete in any
way, please contact us with your current information at
P.O. Box 2175, Goldenrod, FL 32733; call us at (407)
671-7777; fax us at (407) 671-7757; or email us at
info@enviro-net.com. We appreciate your assistance.
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MFLs for NW Florida waters to be established after

By ROY LAUGHLIN

T he Northwest Florida Water
Management District will be-
gin in its next budget year to
collect data and undertake the techni-
cal analysis needed to set minimum
flows and levels for some Panhandle
springs and rivers.

This commitment reverses a de-
cades-old district practice of avoiding
the deadlines under 373.042(2), Florida
Statutes.

The Florida Legislature passed its
first law requiring MFL rules in 1972
and has amended it periodically since.
That law required the state’s water man-
agement districts to set minimum flows
and levels as a conservation and man-
agement practice.

Lauren Engel, a spokeswoman for
the Northwest district, wrote in an e-mail
responding to questions about this is-
sue that district personnel have identi-
fied 18 springs and rivers in their juris-
diction that under law should be sub-
ject to MFL rulemaking.

The district currently has no MFL
rules on the books but is currently com-
mitted to establishing MFLs for seven
of the 18 springs and rivers during the
next 15 years.

In early February, the district’s gov-

years of delays

erning board appropriated $260,000 to
begin implementation of enhanced hy-
drologic data monitoring and services
critical to the development of MFLs, as
well as district-wide hydrologic data
collection.

In addition, the district’s proposed
fiscal year 2013-2014 budget includes
approximately $1.3 million for MFL

MFL
Continued on Page 14

Photo by Kevan Loller

Dr. Kimberly Ritchie, senior scientist with Mote Marine Laboratory, and Dr.
Billy Causey, Southeast National Marine Sanctuaries manager, collect coral lar-
vae for toxicity testing of oil and oil dispersants. Their study conclusions might
surprise you. See story on Page 14.

Florida Cabinet extends 30-year no-bid land

By SUSAN TELFORD

y unanimous vote, the Florida
B Cabinet agreed to extend no-

bid land leases for 30 years on
13,000 acres of state-owned land cur-
rently used by Florida Crystals and A.
Duda and Sons.

In exchange, the companies have
agreed to sell parcels of land that the
South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict needs for Everglades restoration.

Over the objections of environmen-
tal groups that urged the panel to ap-
prove shorter terms for the leases, Gov.
Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam
Bondi, Agricultural Commissioner
Adam Putnam and Chief Financial Of-
ficer Jeff Atwater agreed with the state
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion and SFWMD’s recommendation to
support the deal.

Under the terms of the agreement,
the district would pay Duda $1.9 mil-
lion for 638 acres of land in Glades
County. This parcel is needed to restore
Lake Hicpochee.

Priced at 56 percent below the ap-
praised value, the land seems like a good
deal. However, the district will have to
pay the full price of $16.9 million if it
decides to buy the adjoining 2,489 acres
in the future.

The other deal is to swap a portion
of the 27,000 acres of land the district
purchased from U.S. Sugar in 2010 for
4,700 acres the district needs for another
restoration project. The owners of the
4,700 acres, Florida Crystals, also want
30-year no-bid leases from the state.

SFWMD Executive Director Mel-
issa Meeker said that extending the
leases on state land is part of the Ever-
glades restoration effort and is critical
to ongoing negotiations between the
district and the companies owning tracts

bordering the Everglades.

Meeker told cabinet members that
those tracts are needed for “shovel-
ready” projects on parcels adjacent to
state-owned lands that impact the Ever-
glades and the Caloosahatchee River.

The leases will allow the state to ne-
gotiate with each tract owner for the
property it wants to buy. Many of the
parcels are being purchased for half of
their appraised value, which the district
considers a good deal considering that

leases to Big Sugar

it has little money to spend for addi-
tional land purchases.

It is not so much the land leases that
environmental groups oppose; it’s the
length of the leases that make them ques-
tion the wisdom of the state. They be-
lieve that the agreements will tie the
hands of state officials as the decades-
long Everglades restoration effort con-

LEASES
Continued on Page 12

Scott’s budget proposal for environmental
funding emphasizes water resources

By PRAKASH GANDHI

lorida Gov. Rick Scott has pro-

F posed a budget with more than

a billion dollars for the environ-

ment in Florida with a strong emphasis

on restoration projects in the Everglades
and water quality improvements.

His proposed $1.2 billion budget
places a priority on projects that pro-
tect and renew the state’s water re-
sources.

Scott doubled the amount of money
to be spent on Everglades restoration
last year. The plan builds upon a $1.8
billion investment in Everglades water
quality improvements.

He earmarked $60 million to fund
his Everglades water quality plan and
to continue funding for the Comprehen-
sive Everglades Restoration Plan.

The budget includes design, engi-
neering and construction of flood con-
trol projects to enhance water quality
and ensure a reliable water supply for
southern Floridians.

Scott also earmarked $269.5 million

for restoring waterways and water sup-
ply. The budget includes an increase of
$6.5 million for springs restoration and
funding for wastewater treatment facil-
ity construction, drinking water facility
construction and water quality planning.

In addition, he proposed $135 mil-
lion for the petroleum cleanup program,
and $75 million for the Florida Forever
program.

His budget recommended $50 mil-
lion in budget authority from the pro-
ceeds of the sale of surplus state lands
and an additional $25 million from the
general revenue to buy land needed for
springs restoration, military buffering or
water resource protection.

Another $25 million is being pro-
posed for beach erosion control to help
local governments with beach and dune
restoration, beach nourishment, inlet
sand bypassing and regional sediment
management.

Scott’s proposed budget has drawn

BUDGET
Continued on Page 13




EPA releases 2012 enforcement and compliance report claiming significant
environmental, health protections

Staff report

In 2012, the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency conducted enforcement and
compliance actions that reduced pollutant
loads to air, water and land by 2.2 billion
pounds; hazardous wastes reduction
equaled 4.4 billion pounds; and the agency
obtained $252 million in civil and crimi-
nal penalties.

The agency prioritizes enforcement
action in several categories. First on its list
was “sustained and focused enforcement
attention on serious violators of clean
drinking water standards.” They reported

a 60 percent decline in serious breaches of
drinking water standards by public water
utilities.

Combined sewer systems that may
overflow from excess stormwater and re-
lease sewage to surface waters was the sec-
ond area of focus. EPA reports progress
collaborating with local utilities to adopt
green infrastructure that is affordable and
provides multiple benefits.

The agency noted that it will bring
criminal prosecution against polluters that
threaten the public health when they don’t
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use required pollution control, willfully
violate pollution control rules or falsify
information with consequences that
threaten public health or result in death or
serious harm.

EPA also reported an increasing em-
phasis on facilities that emit air pollu-
tion and are required to monitor and
report emission data to the pub-
lic.

The agency allocated an
additional $44 million from
settlements to support envi-

for two additional chemicals, both chlori-
nated paraffins. These assessments will be
released when they are completed.

On June 1, 2012, EPA also released a
list of 18 additional chemicals that were
added to the ongoing assessment work plan
in 2013-2014.

Fine particle pollution outreach. In
December, EPA updated its national

air quality standards for fine par-
ticulates, those in the 2.5 micron
size class, PM2.5. The new
standard is 12 micrograms per
cubic meter. The former stan-

ronmental projects that benefit
“impacted communities.”
They characterized this ef-

dard was promulgated in 1997
and most areas in the country
meet those standards.

fort as part of a larger envi-
ronmental justice effort.

EPA has made a special
effort to make compliance re-
sults available to the public in
the hopes that public account-
ability will increase compli-
ance. Using a web browser, any interested
person can view compliance efforts by geo-
graphical location, or by the type of emis-
sion, energy extraction or hazardous chemi-
cals.

The data are also summarized by re-
gion. EPARegion 4, which includes Florida
and seven other southeastern states, initi-
ated 492 enforcement and compliance ac-
tions and has settled 482 of them in the past
year.

In Region 4, 1.7 billion pounds of pol-
lution has been reduced, treated or elimi-
nated. In addition, 192,000 pounds of haz-
ardous waste was treated, minimized or
properly disposed of. Plus, nearly 45 mil-
lion cubic yards of contaminated soil and
water will be cleaned up as a result of en-
forcement actions.

As substantial as the 2012 results seem
to be, they do not include some large re-
cent compliance judgments against BP for
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

The complete results are available on-
line at http://www.epa.gov/enforcement/
index.html

Risk assessments for household
chemical. The EPAmoved into uncharted
territory when it recently released draft risk
assessments—under the Toxic Substances
Control Act work plan—for five chemicals
commonly used in household products.

The purpose of the action is to identify
for future assessment chemicals that could
have adverse impacts on the environment
and human health.

The five assessments cover the follow-
ing: methylene chloride; dichloromethane
(DCM) and n-methylpyrrolidone (NMP),
used in paint stripping products; trichloro-
ethylene (TCE), used as a degreaser and
aerosol-applied protective coating; anti-
mony trioxide (ATO), a flame retardant
used along with halogenated chemicals;
and 1,3,4,6,7,8-Hexahydro-4,6,6,7,8,8-
hexamethylcyclopenta (gamma)-2-benzo-
pyran (HHCB), a fragrance used in com-
mercial and personal care products.

The draft risk assessments for DCM,
NMP and TCE reflect potential concern for
human health, under specific exposure sce-
narios for particular uses. For the other two
chemicals, ATO and HHCB, the risk as-
sessment reflects a low concern for eco-
logical health.

For the first three, those judged to have
some potential risk to human health, the
EPA is recommending that the public fol-
low label directions and use commercial
products containing them outside, or with
good ventilation, or with protective equip-
ment that significantly reduces human ex-
posure.

The draft assessments will first be open
for public comment, followed by indepen-
dent, scientific peer review. The public
comment period will end the first week of
March.

The agency hopes to begin final rule
development in the fall. Final rules will fo-
cus on human health or ecological hazards
subject to regulation under TSCA.

In 2012, EPA also initiated assessments

Federal
_ File.

In January, EPA an-
nounced its PM Advance pro-
gram to assist local authorities
and communities that now
meet the 1997 standard to
continue to meet the most re-
cently established ones.

The agency said that its new program,
which is voluntary, will supply technical
advice and other support and outreach in-
formation, noting that its technical experts
can suggest compliance strategies that
make sense for given areas and are cost-
effective.

More information is available at http://
epa.gov/ozonepmadvance/.

EPA award for Tallahassee. The city
of Tallahassee’s Underground Utilities won
a prestigious EPA Consumer Confidence
Report Excellence Award. Annually, the
agency gives these awards to recognize
water systems with exemplary consumer
confidence reports.

EPA, in cooperation with the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection,
requires public drinking water suppliers to
prepare an annual drinking water quality
report and disseminate it to customers. The
report includes general reporting require-
ments, such as the source of the drinking
water, possible susceptibility to contami-
nation, identification of contamination and
possible health effects, and educational
information about substances ubiquitously
present but sometimes harmful such as ni-
trate, arsenic or lead.

Excellence awards are given to utilities
in six categories that are broken into large,
medium and small groundwater systems,
and large, medium and small surface wa-
ter systems. Tallahassee received the ex-
cellence award in the large underground
utilities category. It was the only public
drinking water utility in Florida to receive
any award through this program.

Good news, bad news on fracking. By
2030, the U.S. may be substantially self-
sufficient in fossil fuel energy production,
according to the new report “Global Trends
2030: Alternative Worlds,” a publication
of the National Intelligence Council.

The report said it is possible that the
availability of shale oil will help make the
country not only self-sufficient, but able to
produce oil for $44-68 per barrel. The re-
port noted that by 2020, 5 to 15 million
barrels per day of shale oil might be avail-
able.

During the past five years, shale gas
production, made economically viable by
horizontal drilling and high pressure frack-
ing in shale formations, has increased U.S.
natural gas production by 50 percent per
year and is poised to turn the country into
a natural gas exporter.

Using conventional oil extraction meth-
ods, global oil supplies might increase one
percent per year, according to the report.
But by using new extraction technologies,
U.S. shale oil production will be multiples
of that one percent value.

All that is the good news. Its contribu-
tion to climate change is the bad news.

Increasing emissions of CO2 into the
atmosphere will accelerate climate change.
And drought, which limits the amount of

FEDFILES
Continued on Page 12
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Appeals court denies Seminole Tribe attempt to block

Staff report

A Florida appeals court has denied a
second attempt by the Seminole Tribe of
Florida to quash a Hendry County ordi-
nance that would allow Florida Power &
Light to build a power-generating plant on
over three thousand acres near its reserva-
tion.

FPL’s proposed natural gas plant and
solar energy farm would generate 3,750
megawatts of electricity.

The tribe, along with several environ-
mental advocacy groups, has other appeals
still pending.

They argued that Hendry County com-
missioners’ unanimous vote to adopt the
ordinance—rezoning the land from agri-
cultural to planned unit development—uvio-
lated their own land development code.

The tribe also cited concern over the
plant’s impact on the ecosystem, water and
wildlife.

The tribe, the Sierra Club, the Conser-
vancy of Southwest Florida and the South
Florida Wildlands Association oppose the
plant.

The groups question the proposed
plant’s impact on air quality and water con-
sumption, noting it would require upto 7.5
million gallons of water daily to cool each
of its three units.

Miramar waste. Acircuit court judge
sided with start-up solid waste company
Sun Bergeron, ruling that it legitimately
won the city of Miramar’s trash disposal
bid.

The ruling paves the way for other cit-
ies to join Miramar’s contract.

The city and Sun Bergeron landed in
court when Miramar became the first city
in Broward County to hire a new solid
waste disposal company in July.

The deal effectively broke up Wheel-
abrator Technology’s 25-year hold on gar-
bage disposal within the county.

Wheelabrator claimed that the city’s bid
process favored Sun Bergeron by giving
the company a second chance to lower its
initial bid for the contract.

But Judge Jack Tuter said that in ac-
cordance with the state’s Sunshine Laws,
the city gave both companies an equal op-
portunity to negotiate a lower price for the
contract.

Wheelabrator also claimed that Sun
Bergeron was not qualified to meet the
demands of the trash disposal contract, and
had neither the experience nor the proper
facilities to dispose of the trash.

Judge Tuter said there was no evidence
suggesting Sun Bergeron could not fulfill
the requirements of the contract.

Miramar said the new contract will go
into effect in July.

Pilot recycling in Wellington. A new
pilot recycling program in the village of
Wellington, Recycling On the Go, will pro-
vide citizens with a chance to recycle while
enjoying some of the county’s public rec-
reational spaces.

New bins are being supplied free of
charge to the village. The blue metal bins
have neon green tops that illustrate what
refuse is acceptable for recycling.

The bins also have round cut-outs on
the top. Recycling bins and regular trash
bins are located close together so the pub-
lic won’t be tempted to throw all their trash
in one bin or the other.

Wellington officials said residents al-
ready do an excellent job with the village’s
residential curbside recycling program.

Wellington is the first community in
Palm Beach County to earn the title of Gold
Certified Green Local Government. The
designation is given by the Florida Green
Building Coalition to cities and counties
that make “going green” a part of doing
business.

Orlando solar. The city of Orlando has
installed solar panels on the roof of their
Fleet Management Division building.

The solar project is part of Green Works
Orlando, the city’s sustainability initiative
to engage everyone who lives, works and

FPL power plant

visits Central Florida in the effort to be
greener.

A total of 1,392 solar panels are being
installed in the three-array system which
covers about 50,000 square feet.

The 417-kilo-
watt solar array
will save the city
an estimated

waste management needs. He has more
than 30 years of experience in the landfill
gas industry.

Kevin Wright, PE, a professional engi-
neer at the Suwannee River Water Man-
agement District, is one of 13 young engi-
neers across the nation nominated by the
American Society of Agricultural and
Biological Engineers for the Na-
tional Engineers Week Foundation

New Faces of Engineering

$800,000 in en-
ergy costs over its
25-year life-span.

Florida'N

2013. Wright is the first
ASABE candidate to be se-
lected in the top five twice.

€S

In total, the
project will generate enough energy to
power about 43 average Orlando homes
and offset emissions equivalent to plant-
ing 2,400 trees.

People in the news. Pavese Law Firm
Partner Katherine R. English has been ap-
pointed to the Florida Farm Bureau’s Wa-
ter and Natural Resources Advisory Com-
mittee. English focuses her practice on en-
vironmental and agricultural law, and has
extensive agricultural experience.

James Getting, PE, has joined the
Florida operations of SCS Engineers as a
project director. He will be responsible for
assisting SCS clients in the Southeast with
landfill gas management and other solid

Company news. Con-
sulting and engineering firm
McKim & Creed has expanded
its water resources service port-
folio through the acquisition of
Infratec Consultants Inc. based
in Atlanta, GA. McKim & Creed
has seven offices throughout Florida.
Global consulting, design and construc-
tion services firm Golder Associates has
strengthened its environmental services
portfolio and its design-build capabilities
through the acquisition of InterGEO Ser-
vices Inc., based in Trevose, PA. Inter-Geo
is a geo-environmental contractor serving
the waste management, power, oil and gas,
transportation, and mining industries.
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Florida Keys underwater laboratory gets second life, courtesy of FIU

Staff report

An underwater laboratory, now oper-
ated by the U.S. government but facing
eminent demise due to budget cuts, got new
life when Florida International University
agreed to take over the aging facility.

The 81-ton yellow pressurized steel
tube lab is anchored 60 feet below surface
next to a Key Largo coral reef. The lab,

dubbed Aquarius, is the last known under-
water research lab in the world.

When it was learned that federal bud-
get cuts could spell the end for the lab,
FIU’s School of Environment, Arts and
Society Executive Director Mike Heithaus
saw a great opportunity.

He recognized that work the school is
now conducting fits in well with the re-
search possibilities offered by the lab.

ST.JOHNS |
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The St. Johns Riverkeeper
lisa Rinaman
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fo our health and quality of life.
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the fortunes of a few.”

PROTECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

GOOD FOR OURRIVER.
GOOD FOR YOUR BUSINESS.

ST.JOHNS RIVERKEEPER
FOR THE RIVER. BY THE PEOPLE.

JOIN

ST. JOHNs RIVERKEEPER’
stjohnsriverkeeper.org/join

Last year when the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration signaled
plans to scuttle the lab, a firestorm of pro-
tests came from the scientific and political
community. NOAA awarded FIU a
$600,000 six-month grant to cover basic
maintenance of the facility.

To continue the lab’s operation. FIU has
to come up with a business plan incorpo-
rating financial support from other govern-
ment agencies, private industry and groups,
and other universities.

Waldo wastewater. AJanuary start on
anew $5.3 million wastewater system will
allow the city of

as a hazardous waste site, restoration
project and water storage area on the other.

For two decades, bulldozers and levees
have been used around Lake Apopka to
manage water pollution and pesticide con-
tamination in former farmlands. Those res-
toration efforts will continue.

Dave Walker, the district’s basin pro-
gram manager, said that project focus will
shift more to wildlife benefits and citizen’s
use while work continues on water quality
improvement and curtailing pesticide in-
trusion into the Lake.

New Umatilla plant. The city of
Umatilla turned

Waldo to decom-
mission its cur-
rent treatment
plant and con-
struct a new
pump station and
force main to in-
terconnect with
Gainesville Regional Utilities to provide
treatment of the city’s wastewater.

The current plant, constructed in 1985,
is now operating under a Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection permit
that allows the city to discharge treated ef-
fluent to surface waters via three con-
structed on-site wetland cells. The efflu-
ent then flows into natural wetlands, even-
tually discharging into the Santa Fe River.

The DEP issued a consent order to the
old plant due to nutrient, toxicity and sur-
face water quality issues. This prompted
the city to secure a $2.5 million U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture loan and a $2.8
million grant to construct a master pump
station and a 10.5-mile pipeline along State
Road 24 to connect with Gainesville Re-
gional Utilities.

According to Waldo Mayor Louie
Davis, the connection to GRU plant will
help improve water quality conditions in
the Santa Fe River.

Lake Apopka cleanup shift. The St.
Johns River Water Management District
took steps recently to emphasize upgrad-
ing public access and improving wildlife
habitat on the northern shore of Central
Florida’s Lake Apopka.

At the same time, efforts to clean up
the lake plagued with pea green water and
pesticide contamination will continue.

A major problem area for the lake is its
31-square-mile North Shore section. The
area is remarkably beautiful but has expe-
rienced great devastation.

The North Shore area, formerly farm
land, is both a park, wildlife refuge and bird
watcher’s paradise on the one hand, as well
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the tap on a new
$1.3 million wa-
ter plant in mid-
January. The
new plant will
serve 1,500 wa-
ter customers.

Upgrades to
the system include new pipeline that will
connect 116 new customers previously
served by the South Umatilla Water Sys-
tem.

Alan Kirkland of the Lake County Pub-
lic Works Department said the new
Umatilla plant was needed in order to meet
standards set by the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection.

Funding for the plant came from a grant
via Lake County’s Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program.

Black Creek cleanup. A debris
cleanup of Clay County’s Black Creek
kicked off in late January. The cleanup was
necessitated by damage caused by Tropi-
cal Storm Debbie.

The Clay County Emergency Manage-
ment Department and the Clay County
Sheriff’s office are working with the
Florida Department of Environmental
Protection’s Natural Conservation Service
on the project.

The estimated cost of the project is
$84,000 and will be paid for with state and
federal funds.

John Ward, Clay County’s emergency
management director, said the cleanup
would take four to five weeks to complete.

He said the debris includes trees, veg-
etation, sunken recreational boats, un-
claimed dock debris and various household
appliances.

NWFWMD projects. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District Gov-
erning Board recently approved two water
projects totally $435,845 for Washington
County and the city of Blountstown.

In January, the governing board ap-
proved an agreement to fund up to
$200,000 in Washington County for a se-
ries of stream bank restoration and protec-
tion activities along Holmes Creek.

The board also approved up to
$235,845 in grant funding to the city of
Blountstown to complete needed repairs
and upgrades to its drinking water distri-
bution system.

The Washington County agreement
calls for the district to provide funds to
complete environmental restoration, pro-
tection and improvement projects and re-
pairs at the Hightower, Spurling and Live
Oak landings within the Holmes Creek
water management area.

At all three sites, vegetative retaining
walls will be constructed to help reduce
erosion and restore natural functions.

Additional protection activities include
constructing several stormwater facilities
that will help capture and treat runoff be-
fore it enters Holmes Creek, a major tribu-
tary of the Choctawhatchee River.

Under the Blountstown agreement, the
district will provide funding matched by
the city to replace 5,500 linear feet of ex-
isting pipeline running under State Road
20. The existing pipeline requires exten-
sive maintenance and repairs leading to
periodic disruptions of service.

WATCH

Continued on Page 5
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Wekiva rally increases awareness

of springs’ plight / ) WHY

By SUSAN TELFORD

ormer Senator Bob Graham and
F Seminole County Commissioner

Lee Constantine, along with the
Florida Conservation Coalition, Friends of
the Wekiva River, St. Johns Riverkeeper
and other environmental organizations
gathered last month at Wekiva Springs
State Park to raise awareness about the need
to restore the impaired Wekiva River, the
troubled springs that feed it and all of
Florida’s treasured waterways.

“Each one of us needs to step up and
be a better steward of the earth,” said
former Senator Bob Graham, founder and
chairman of FCC.

“Through education and raising aware-
ness, we can avoid future environmental
problems like what’s happening here,” he
said. “It’s time to raise awareness, partici-
pate in events like this and get involved
for future generations.”

Representatives of FCC gathered sig-

WATCH
From Page 4

Dixie County water storage. The Su-
wannee River Water Management District
is restoring the hydrology and water stor-
age of its Steinhatchee Rise property in
Dixie County.

The project will reconnect more than
eight million gallons of water storage ca-
pacity and rehydrate about 50 acres of wet-
lands to help return the property to is natu-
ral condition.

Called the Steinhatchee Rise Dispersed
Water Project, it will improve water qual-
ity in the river and estuary, reduce down-
stream flooding impacts, increase water
storage and improve natural systems.

The project will mimic natural condi-
tions, retaining excessive water flow from
the upstream floodplain through a seven-
mile-long ditch eventually discharging to
the Steinhatchee River.

The plan also calls for setting up ditch
blocks on a portion of ditch before the
water reaches the river, diverting it to ad-
jacent wetlands for rehydration.

Casselberry drinking water. The city
of Casselberry is implementing new tech-
nology to replace water pipes throughout
its jurisdiction.

More than half of a $10-million grant
for the water pipe replacement project was
awarded because the process to be used is
environmentally friendly.

All of the pipe replacement work takes
place underground, according to Alan
Ambler, water resources manager for the
city. Old pipe is fractured, removed and re-
placed with new plastic pipe.

Workers attach a metal head at the front
end of the new plastic pipe that breaks up
the old cement pipe. When the new pipe is
in place, a hydraulic system pulls the metal
head out of the ground.

There are 100 miles of pipeline beneath
Casselberry streets. The current project will
fund the replacement of 35 miles of the sys-
tem.

The new pipes are expected to last be-
tween 50 and 100 years.

New director in Loxahatchee Groves.
The town of Loxahatchee Grove’s Water
Control District has found a new adminis-
trator. The district hired Stephen Yohe, a
former public works director for North
Palm Beach. He began work in mid-Feb-
ruary. Yohe replaces Clete Saunier who
managed the district for 15 years. He left
in November of 2012,

NWFWMD field office move. The
Northwest Florida Water Management
District’s Crestview field office will relo-
cate one block north to 180 E. Redstone
Avenue in Crestview on March 5.

The Crestview field office administers
the district’s environmental resource per-
mitting, wells and surface water programs.

The field office’s telephone and fax
numbers will remain the same.
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Environmental & Geotechnical
Drillers Directory - 2013

If your firm provides environmental/geotechnical drilling or direct push services, you’re invited to complete the form
below, providing details about your firm and its capabilities. The directory will appear in our May 2013 issue. There is
a fee of $100 to list your firm. (The fee is waived for current Florida Specifier display and business card advertisers.)

Please type or LEGIBLY print the information requested and return as soon as possible to Mike Eastman via fax at
(407) 671-7757, e-mail mreast@enviro-net.com or mail to P.O. Box 2175, Goldenrod, FL 32733. You can reach us by
phone at (407) 671-7777.

The deadline for submitting listings is Wednesday, Apr. 10, 2013. ACT NOW.

Company name:
Primary Florida address:
City, State, Zip:

Phone: Fax:
E-Mail: Web:
Additional FL locations:

Contact person: Title:

EMR rate: Speciality business designations:

Services/capabilities:

Areas served: ] South FL ] Central FL "] Northeast FL [—] Northwest FL
Equipment/tools: ("1 Hollow stem auger (1 Air/mud rotary ("1 Dual rotary
] Sonic ("1 Direct push ("1 Diamond coring

("] Cone penetration testing [_] Other:

Other services:

Number of years in business: years Total staff number: In Florida:
Operators: Technicians:
What’s your firm’s speciality?

Are you a current Specifier advertiser? Yes No (fee required)

Contact us about: Advertising in the Specifier
Submitting a column to the Specifier
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FLORIDA
REMEDIATION

May 9-10, 2013
Ft. Lauderdale

Last year’s first-ever FRC-
South was a big success. So
we’'re taking FRC on the road
again in 2013—this time to
the Embassy Suites Hotel in
Ft. Lauderdale.

We will serve up a day and
a half of technical sessions
on soil and groundwater
cleanup, with emphasis on
the unique geology and
regulatory framework of
South Florida.

Questions about the
conference? Call us at (407)
671-7777 or email mreast@
enviro-net.com.

D ne Agenda Incl

Continuing education credits for PEs and PGs

Embassy Suites Hotel, Ft. Lauderdale

Register Today!

Technical sessions include:

Brownfield Redevelopment in South Florida

eEmerging Techniques and Technologies

eRegulatory Policy and Initiatives

<Plus, over 30 exhibitors and networking opportunities
throughout the day-and-a-half conference

Industry Trends and Implications
Craig Hurst, Groundwater & Environmental Services Inc., Ft. Lauderdale

Complying with Continuing Obligations on Real Property
Nick Albergo, PE, DEE, HSA Engineers & Scientists, Tampa

The 2013 Florida Legislative Session in Review
John J. Fumero, Sundstrom, Friedman & Fumero LLP, Boca Raton

Can we PARM Yet? Groundwater Quality after Remediation at Multiple Sites in Florida
Drew Baird, PG, REGENESIS, Greenville, SC

Regulatory Panel:

Glenn MacGraw, PG, The FGS Group, Tallahassee

Wilbur Mayorga, PE, Miami-Dade County, Miami

David Vanlandingham, PE, Broward County, Plantation

Dave Gibson (Invited), Palm Beach County, West Palm Beach

A Cost-Effective Method for Remediation of Former Golf Courses and Agricultural Parcels in Florida
Jeff Flairty, CABE Associates Inc., Dover, DE

2013 FRC-South Registration

May 9-10, 2013
Embassy Suites, Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Full 2013 Conference

One Day Only
(Indicate which day)

__Day 2 (Friday, 5/10/2013)

TOTAL:

Name

__Day 1 (Thursday, 5/9/2013)

Vapor Intrusion Mitigation by
Sustainable Soil Vapor
Extraction

Gary Birk, PE

Tersus Environmental, Wake Forest, NC

Cost Effective Source Treatment
and Plume Reduction by
Leveraging Groundwater
Conditions and the Beneficial
Microbial Population

Michael Saul

CL Solutions LLC, Cincinnati, OH

David Rogers

Terra Tech Enterprises Inc., Pensacola

(Both days) $295
$225

$125

Day Two Agenda Includes:

Panel—Brownfields

Title

Advantaged Cleanups in
Florida: Policy, Practice,

Organization

Metrics, Mechanics &
Economics

Address

Michael R. Goldstein, Esq.
The Goldstein Env. Law Firm, Miami
David Vanlandingham, PE

City State

Phone

Broward County, Plantation
. David Goldman, PG
Zip Kimley-Horn & Associates, Jacksonville

In-Situ Soil Blending

E-Mail

John Haselow, PhD, PE
Redox Tech LLC, Cary, NC

Payment Information:

Check enclosed for $

Charge s tomy AmEx

Credit Card #

Use of Horizontal In-Situ
Thermal Remediation Wells
for Remediation of
Hydrocarbons in Urban
Environs

Grant Geckeler

TPS Tech America, Los Angeles, CA

Payable to NTCC, Inc.

(Fed. ID # 59-3036689)
Visa Mastercard
Oxidation or Reduction: Not
Mutually Exclusive Options

Card Holder

Patrick Hicks, PE
FMC Env. Solutions, Raleigh, NC

Exp. Date /

Authorized Signature

Security Code:

CC Zip: Don’t miss South

Florida’s only soil and

Return with payment in full to:

or FAX registration form with CC info to (407) 671-7757 (secure fax).

groundwater cleanup
conference of the year—

NTCC, Inc. FRC-South!

P.O. Box 2175

Goldenrod, FL 32733 For more information,

call (407) 671-7777 or
visit www.enviro-net.com.

TRI relays good
news, bad news on
toxic releases

By ROY LAUGHLIN

Ithough a substantial increase in

A mining wastes in 2011 increased

the country’s total for toxic chemi-

cal releases into the environment, trends
in air emissions continued to improve.

This is the big-picture view of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s 2011
Toxics Release Inventory recently released.

The eight percent annual decrease in
hazardous air pollutant emissions is the
good news. Since 2009, HAP emissions
have declined more than 100 million
pounds, according to a statement made by
recently retired EPA administrator Lisa
Jackson.

Even better with respect to HAP emis-
sions is that hydrochloric acid and mer-
cury—two pollutants that have been the
focus of recent rules to reduce their emis-
sion from coal-burning power plants—
showed substantial decreases.

The EPA attributed this to the installa-
tion of effective control technologies at
coal power plants and perhaps more im-
portantly to a shift to other fuel sources,
especially natural gas.

Reductions in releases of pollutants and
contaminants to surface water have also
declined. For water contaminants, the de-
cline was three percent.

In the inventory, releases to surface
waters are treated as one category and
wastes injected underground are consid-
ered a separate category. Estimates for the
disposal of each during 2011 were 220
million pounds. These two categories, with
identical values, receive the smallest
amount of waste by far.

On the bad news side, land disposal,
with a total of 2.44 billion pounds of waste
inventoried, increased 19 percent since
2010. Most of this increase is attributable
to the expansion of the mining sector and
the disposal of ore wastes. Considering all
categories of wastes in the inventory, metal
mining accounted for 46 percent of the to-
tal wastes.

Electric utilities, which dispose of coal
ash and fly ash, were the next largest cat-
egory, at 15 percent, just a third of the
metal-mining category.

Wastes produced by the chemical in-
dustry were the third largest category of
wastes overall, accounting for 12 percent.

In its discussion of TRI results, EPA
noted that waste totals for metal mining are
significantly dependent on the quality of
the ores mined; more ore is mined if it is of
lower quality. Recent commaodity price in-
creases apparently made the extraction of
marginal ore deposits, which produce more
waste, economically viable.

The TRI report includes several sub-
sections with details about the spectrum of
wastes inventoried.

HAP emissions dropped to their low-
est level in 2009, and since then have os-
cillated between 55 and 60 million pounds
per year. The improvement is substantial.

The pattern for polychlorinated biphe-
nyls is paradoxical. In 2003, 27 million
pounds of PCBs were disposed of or re-
leased. In 2005, just slightly more than one
million pounds were released or disposed
of. But since 2005, the trend has been up-
ward, and in 2011 was well over five mil-
lion pounds.

Because PCBs are no longer being
manufactured or used in the U.S., EPA said
the increase is due either to site cleanup
efforts or to retirement of PCBs taken from
electrical capacitors and transformers.

Dioxin and dioxin-like compounds
are also showing a similar, but more
damped rebound. In 2009, about 30,000
grams of these compounds were released.
In the last two years of reporting, the
trend is upward with about 55,000 grams
released in 2011.

The chemical industries accounted for
77 percent of the dioxin and dioxin-like

TRI
Continued on Page 13
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INn-situ alternative to conventional
field testing hits market

By ROY LAUGHLIN

emediation feasibility testing is
R often a time-consuming and

costly component of soil and
groundwater cleanup projects. The In-Situ
Microcosm Array, or ISMA, is a recently
developed alternative to conventional pi-
lot testing in the field.

The ISMA is an in-well flow through
sediment column microcosm. The sediment
test column allows for testing amendments
added to the water, as well as the capabil-
ity of microorganisms and efficacy of
chemical agents to degrade contaminants.
It can be exploited as an inexpensive, si-
multaneous and rapid evaluation tool un-
der ambient conditions.

The apparatus is now available com-
mercially in a self-contained, solar-pow-
ered configuration. The manufacturers de-
scribe it as “sustainable and compatible
with deployment in remote locations.”

The sediment column can be placed in
existing or newly drilled wells on a reme-
diation site.

The technology is not an off-the-shelf
product.

“It is a custom implementation for the
site,” said Phil Dennis, senior manager at
SIREM, which is now offering the ISMA
in conjunction with In Situ Well Technolo-
gies LLC. “It’s a substitute for a field pilot
study. To my knowledge, there’s never been
anything like this on the market.”

Rolf Halden, professor of engineering
and director of the Center for Environmen-

CARES stewardship
program expands
By DAN MILLOTT

ranchers in the Suwannee River val-

ley latched on to the idea that farm-
ers and ranchers are the stewards of the
land. Thus was born the County Alliance
of Responsible Environmental Steward-
ship.

Scott Eubanks, associate director of ag-
ricultural policy for the Florida Farm Bu-
reau, said CARES was started to promote
environmentally sound and economically
viable farming.

The program recognizes farmers and
ranchers who voluntarily implement best
management practices.

He said the Florida Department of Ag-
riculture first established BMP’s in the mid-
90s for water quality and quantity within
the state.

The Florida Department of Agriculture
and the farm bureau joined forces with the
University of Florida’s Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences, the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection, the
state’s five water management districts and
trade group’s like the Florida Cattlemen’s
Association to promote CARES.

To date, over five thousand farmers and
ranchers have enrolled in the program.

William Carte, a Suwannee County
farmer and rancher, has been a part of the
program since he was recognized for his
work in July of 2001. He said 80 percent
of farmers in Suwannee have signed on to
CARES.

Eubanks said farmers and ranchers in-
volved in CARES cover about 3 million
acres of Florida’s agricultural lands.

He described CARES as a three-legged
stool. First, there is outreach, education and
the extension of research from the Univer-
sity of Florida. Second, the county exten-
sion offices establish BMPs. And third, the
farm bureau recognizes farmers and ranch-
ers who implement those BMPs.

UF scientists have made recommenda-
tions including the proper use of fertilizer,
as well as techniques and practices to in-
sure that there are buffers for bodies of
water and that there will be no cow pens
placed in areas with no buffers.

I t started in 2001 when farmers and

CARES
Continued on Page 13

tal Security at Arizona State University’s
Bio Design Institute developed the ISMA
technology. His research group has a sig-
nificant reputation for developing environ-
mental tools.

ISMA technology “has been indepen-
dently validated by the environmental se-
curity technology certification program,”
according to a SIREM press release. This
certification program is operated by the
U.S. Department of Defense’s Environ- =
mental Research Program.

SIREM officials note that smaller scale
in-situ testing is more cost-effective than ™
alternative testing protocols.

It can economically evaluate multiple
remedial options, collect essential techni- ]
cal design information to aid selection of
the most desirable treatment option, pro-
vide greater confidence in the selected re-
mediation treatments’ performance under
ambient conditions on site and provide
better information to estimate the costs of
full scale remediation systems.

Dennis summarized the value and ben-
efit of the new technology by noting that
the unit has been shown to be effective.

“If you can get it to work in the lab, it
may be a realistic option in the field,” he
said.

Clarik
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Cleaning Earth

One Ton at a Time

FDEP Permitted Facilities
Thermal Treatment
& Waste Solidification
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MULBERRY | 800.276.2187 | CLARKENV.COM

Offices Nationwide

terracon.com/winter-park
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(407) 740 6110
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Sawgrass
Mat'tmg & Co.

Sawgrass Matting & Co. gives our clients the ability to
access environmentally sensitive areas and provides
temporary roads and staging areas where load
stabilization or surface protection is needed. We offer
rental and installation of Dura-Base® HDP mats. These
mats have a usable surface area of 91 sq ft (7'x 13'x 4.25"
thick) and weigh 1,050 Ibs each.

Contact us today for pricing and information.

Sawgrass Matting & Company, Inc.
Dade City, Florida

(813) 997-1675 or (352) 437-4388
jeanne@SawgrassMatting.com
SawgrassMatting.com
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Jax officials seek cleanup help for contamination from 19th century MGP

By SUSAN TELFORD

T he pollution at a Jacksonville gas
plant started in the 19th century.
But city officials want investors
who bought the property next to the city’s
historic Confederate Park to help pay for
its cleanup.

More than a century after Jacksonville
Gas Co. manufactured gas for streetlights
and home use, the cost of cleaning up the
coal tar that accumulated on nearby prop-
erties has become a problem for Robert Van
Winkel, the co-owner of the semi-demol-
ished Park View Inn located at 901 Main

Street.

“It’s a city problem,” said Van Winkel
in a statement regarding the site cleanup.

According to a lawsuit filed in July, pol-
lutants including benzene, arsenic and
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons were
found on the defunct manufactured gas
plant site as well as the site of a former
food service company located at 937 N.
Main St.

The pollution allegedly migrated onto
city property—including Confederate
Park—and the city wants those liable to
pony up. Landowners are legally respon-
sible for pollution on their property.

Clean Earth of Southern Florida

TREATING & RECYCLING PETROLEUM CONTAMINATED SOILS

Services

Formerty

Kleens il

Thermal Treatment & Reuse of Petroleum Contaminated Soils
Transportation, Treatment, & Reuse of Drummed Waste
Soil Project Management
Environmental Support Services
Soil Transportation
Soil Transloading
Soil Testing

Benefits

) One-Stop Shop
Dedicated Customer Service
In-House Environmental Experts

- Beneficial Reuse
~ 3 million tons recycled in 2011

REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY

www.cleanearthinc.com

\_ PH 941.723.2700 | 877.445.DIRT (3478) | Moore Haven, FL .
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CLEAN EARTH OF GEORGIA
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today!

Subscribe

Name:

The city has asked a federal judge to
declare the owners of the Jacksonville Gas
Co. site, located at Main and Orange
streets, financially liable for some of the
costs for remediation and cleanup—even
though the pollution occurred from 1874
to 1912.

The city discovered the pollution in
2001 and signed an agreement with the
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection to address the issue.

In 2009, DEP asked the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency to add the site
to its Superfund National Priorities List.

One investor said the city owns most
of the contaminated land and “can’t expect
small landowners to pick up the tab” for a
problem dating back generations.

Michael Wedner, deputy general coun-
sel for the city, stated in an e-mail that “be-
cause the city is in ongoing collaborative
efforts among interested parties to resolve
the matters presented, | have to respect-
fully decline comment at this time.”

Pensacola’s ECUA seeks solid waste
management alternatives

By DAN MILLOTT

hen the cost of trucking waste
to a local landfill jumps by
over 40 percent in three years,

management will inevitably look for bet-
ter alternatives to dispose of 100,000 tons
of refuse annually.

With that cost increase in mind, the Em-
erald Coast Utility Authority in Pensacola
began to look at a new technology that con-
verts waste streams into refuse-derived
fuel, RDF.

Steve Sorrell, chief executive officer of
ECUA, said the utility has had discussions
with California-based Rainbow Environ-
mental Services to do just that.

Sorrell said Rainbow has developed a
method of reclaiming all the combustible
material from waste and turning it into
palletized or shredded fuel stock. ECUA’s
board was scheduled to vote on a proposal
from the company in late February.

Escambia County runs the 300-acre
Perdido Landfill and is not happy about the
prospect of losing most of the revenues re-
ceived from ECUA if the authority converts
to the new technology.

Sorrell said the county passed a flow
control ordinance three years ago requir-
ing all entities, including ECUA, to use
their Perdido facility.

“They have raised the rates 41 percent
over the last three years,” he said. “And they
are telling us that they plan to raise them by
3.5 percent in each of the next two years.”

Because of those price hikes, technol-
ogy that was once uncompetitive price-wise
is now within reach for potential custom-
ers like ECUA.

Since everyone pays to place refuse in
the landfill, the cost increases over the last
three years and those projected in the fu-
ture must eventually be passed on to
ECUA’s customers.

Sorrell says there are two major rea-
sons for considering the change.

“The first is that the technology has ad-

How do you keep up with dll

that’s going on in Florida?

Title:

Company:

Address:

City: St:

Zip:

Phone:

Send $24.95 for one year (12 issues) or $49.95 for three years to: NTCC
Inc., PO.Box 2175, Goldenrod, FL 32733 or call (407) 671-7777 with
your credit card number. (NTCC Inc. Federal Tax ID: #59-3036689)

vanced to the point where it is usable and
has spread nationwide,” he said. “The sec-
ond is the economics of it. It’s now cheaper
to convert waste to fuel than to bury it.”

As a landfill, Perdido has generally re-
ceived high marks. It’s the cost that’s the
sticking point with ECUA.

Because of Escambia County’s prox-
imity to adjacent states, ECUA would nor-
mally have the option of trucking their
100,000 tons per year to a landfill in neigh-
boring Alabama, Mississippi or Louisiana.

The county now charges $42.07 a ton
for the waste. At the out-of-state landfills,
the disposal rate averages $22 a ton. But
the county’s flow control ordinance makes
any out-of-state option legally impossible.

Sorrell said ECUA management is try-
ing to run the utility like a private business.
“We are always looking for ways to do
things cheaper. Recycling material is
cheaper than putting it in landfill.”

The potential loss of ECUA’s business
for disposing of waste in the landfill would
hurt the county’s bottom line. Sorrell said
the county likes the revenue stream from
ECUA. “It’s been a cash cow for them for
a long time,” he said.

Recycling is looked on favorably by the
state, but since ECUA begun discussions
with Rainbow, the county has threatened
legal action if the utility enters into an
agreement with them.

If Rainbow began handling ECUA’s
waste, they would recycle 95 percent of it
with the balance going to the landfill. That
95 percent would be turned into RDF.

Plus, there is an extra benefit that might
accrue if the deal is consummated. Rain-
bow wants to build a plant in Escambia
County to produce the RDF. Rainbow es-
timated it would employ 100-150 people.

The county has expressed reservations
about that so Rainbow has researched other
options in nearby counties or states for an
RDF plant. Currently the closest operating
plant in Florida is located in Palm Beach
County.

According to Sorrell, product produced
at an RDF plant could be sold to any busi-
ness entity that now burns coal or wood.
That could be anywhere in the country.

“It would be attractive to a business
since coal now is about $80 a ton and the
RDF material would be $10 a ton or less,”
he said.

Guide to wind energy
Issues released

The Environmental Law Institute re-
leased a guide to key issues local elected
officials will face when deciding where to
site wind energy facilities.

The nation’s local governments will be
dealing with the more than 100 new com-
mercial scale wind farms expected to be
sited across America this year. Thousands
more are expected within the next decade.

“Siting Wind Energy Facilities: What
do Local Elected Officials Need to Know?”
reviews what is known about the visual
impacts, sound impacts, safety, recom-
mended setback distances, impacts to
roads, wildlife conservation and decom-
missioning of wind energy facilities.

The guide also highlights important
sources of local ordinance-drafting infor-
mation that are relied on by local officials,
including recent recommendations by the
National Association of Counties and the
American Planning Association .
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Agreement to convert Silver Springs to state park expected to
help restore water quality

By PRAKASH GANDHI

nvironmental activists are welcom-
E ing plans to turn one of Florida’s

best known tourist attractions—
Silver Springs—into a state park.

The springs has been saddled with se-
rious environmental degradation issues as
stormwater runoff loaded with fertilizer and
septic waste from homes, farms and other
sources has carried nitrate pollution into
the springs, fueling thick algae growth.

But state environmental leaders are
hoping to breathe new life into Silver
Springs’ future by turning it into a state park
later this year.

Gov. Rick Scott and the Florida Cabi-
net voted to modify the state’s lease with
the company operating the park this Sep-
tember instead of waiting until the lease
expires in 2029. The modification will al-
low the property to become part of
Florida’s state park system by Oct. 1.

The state will officially take charge of
the property and combine it with nearby
Silver River State Park.

The move was welcomed by Charles
Lee, director of advocacy for Audubon
Florida.

Lee said his organization has been
closely involved in efforts to turn Silver
Springs into a state park.

“We were active in favor of that pro-
posal and we attended several meetings to
discuss it,” he said. “We believe this is a
good proposal. The attraction developers
have not managed it very well.”

The state bought the spring in 1993,
then leased it back to the company then op-
erating the amusement park. The current
operator said profit margins have dropped
from 23.5 percent a year to 5.3 percent as
the number of visitors to the park has

dwindled.

The cause of the springs’ problems lies
with the land surrounding it. About 75 per-
cent of the water coming out of its 69 vents
originates in stormwater runoff within a
four-mile radius.

Studies have found that currently 90
percent fewer fish are swimming in the
springs when compared to the 1950s. In
addition, the spring flow has dropped from
790 cubic feet per second before 2000 to
535 CFS in the past decade.

The 242-acre Silver Springs attraction
was acquired by the board of trustees of
the state’s Internal Improvement Trust
Fund in 1993.

Palace Entertainment’s lease to manage
the attraction ran until Dec. 31, 2029.
Through negotiations between the com-
pany and the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, the state secured $4
million from Palace to restore the property
to its natural condition. Palace will con-
tinue to manage the property until Sept. 30.

During that time, the attraction will re-
main open. DEP officials will start imple-
menting the operations plan that was pre-
sented to the public in January by the
Florida Park Service.

The department’s Division of Environ-
mental Assessment and Restoration also
recently held their first meeting to finalize
a basin management action plan for Silver
Springs. Itis the first such restoration plan
to reduce nitrates affecting the springs.

Research and monitoring by the depart-
ment led to designating Silver Springs and
the Upper Silver River as impaired for ni-
trate.

Meanwhile, Audubon officials have op-
posed consumptive use permitting for the

Wetlands dispute in St. Johns district
headed to Supreme Court

By PRAKASH GANDHI

long-running battle between a

A property owner and the St. Johns

River Water Management District

over wetlands mitigation will be decided
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

In January, the court heard the case in-
volving landowner Coy Koontz Jr. The
court’s decision is expected by July.

In November 2011, the Florida Su-
preme Court rejected Koontz’s complaint
that the water management district violated
his rights by setting unreasonable condi-
tions on a permit he would need to develop
family property.

Koontz persisted, and the U.S. Supreme
Court agreed to hear arguments on the case.

The Koontz family has owned about 15
acres alongside State Road 50 in Orange
County since the 1970s.

In 1994, Koontz’s father asked the wa-
ter management district for approval to de-
velop 3.7 acres next to the highway.

He applied for permits from the district
to dredge and fill part of his property within
the Econlockhatchee River Hydrologic
Basin. Most of that area was considered
wetlands that were part of a special pro-
tected zone around the river.

District officials said the applicant ac-
knowledged that his proposal would de-
stroy more than three acres of wetlands so
he proposed to preserve about 11 acres
elsewhere on his property as mitigation for
the environmental harm.

District officials concluded that the
mitigation Koontz proposed would not
sufficiently offset the harm caused by his
project to meet the permitting standards.

The district told Koontz the permits
could not be issued unless he modified the
project or proposed additional or alterna-
tive mitigation.

In particular, the district wanted a con-

WETLANDS
Continued on Page 16

nearby 25,000-acre Adena Springs Ranch
project, which they believe would harm the
springs.

Audubon officials believe that the cattle
operation will require intensive irrigation
and fertilization of pasture grass on rela-
tively poor soils to grow enough grass to
allow tens of thousands of cattle to gain
weight before being slaughtered. Pollution
from fertilizer and manure will leach
through the sandy soils into groundwater,
said Audubon officials.

Lee cautioned that turning the attrac-
tion into a state park will not fix the envi-
ronmental problems that Silver Springs has
endured.

“As good as this plan is, running itas a
state park is not going to cure water qual-
ity and water quantity problems,” he said.
“There has been a tremendous upsurge in
nitrate pollution. We have to look at reform-
ing how we distribute fertilizer.”

Lee recently asked Gov. Scott to direct
officials of the St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District to deny Adena’s 13.2 mil-
lion-gallons-per-day permit if there is the
slightest risk that additional groundwater
withdrawal might worsen conditions at Sil-
ver Springs.

Last year, the department finalized the
total maximum daily load for nitrates at
0.35 milligrams per liter. This is the same
restoration target that the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency adopted for springs
and that has been upheld in both state and
federal courts.

In July, DEP expanded its efforts to re-
store Silver Springs, committing more than
amillion dollars to water quality improve-
ment projects.

DEP, Marion County and the St. Johns
district have committed $300,000,
$300,000 and $100,000, respectively, to-
ward the project.

As part of the work, a wastewater dis-
charge will be eliminated from the Silver
Springs regional wastewater treatment
plant.

Wastewater will be redirected to the
Silver Springs Shores Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant that provides higher level treat-
ment ten miles from the springhead.

In a later phase of the project, a series
of wastewater treatment plants will be con-
nected to the central facility, providing
better treatment and reducing pollution.

Officials say these actions will elimi-
nate more than two tons of nitrogen cur-
rently going into the Silver Springs system
each year.
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2013 Legislative Preview: Tallahassee conclave to commence deliberations

By WILLIAM D. PRESTON, ESQ
igh anticipation currently per-
vades all of Tallahassee. Gov.

I I Rick Scott made his opening plea

to a joint session of the full Florida Legis-
lature on Tuesday, March 5. After His Ex-
cellency departed, the sergeant-at-arms im-
mediately locked and sealed all legislative

members into their respective Senate and
House chambers. Hair shirts were donned.
Another session of the centuries-old legis-
lative conclave then began.

Downtown Capitol cognoscenti have
been gathering each day at 6:00 p.m. to
measure the opacity and color of the flue
gasses emitting from the 22nd floor. At last!
As the long-awaited puff of white smoke

e oy e
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drifts downwind, the courtyard below will
fill with throngs of cheering and weeping
state workers, legislative staff and hard-
boiled lobbyists: “We have a budget!!”

Okay, okay...far-fetched probably. But
those of us in Tallahassee enduring yet an-
other 60-day session of the Florida Legis-
lature can still hope for something a little
different, can’t we? However, if the legis-
lative session unfolds in a more traditional
manner, here’s some of what you might
expect to see.

Legislative primer

Even if you don’t have that team of
well-qualified Tallahassee lobbyists as a
resource, you can still keep up and be a
“player” in many other ways. Check in to
the Florida Senate and Florida House
websites at http://www.flsenate.gov/ and
http://lwww.myfloridahouse.com/ periodi-
cally for the progress of individual bills,
committee meeting schedules and agendas,
Senate/House calendars, etc.

If all you have is a bill number, remem-
ber that House Bills are odd-numbered,
Senate Bills are even-numbered. CS stands
for “Committee Substitute” and means that
any amendments made in committee are
then incorporated into the body of the bill
as reported out of committee.

And if a committee instead of an indi-
vidual member is working on a bill you
might see reference to a “PCB” or “pro-
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posed committee bill.”
Florida’s budget

As you have heard it said from me and
others, the budget bill is the only “must
pass” legislation that lawmakers are re-
quired to enact. It must be on all members’
desks no later than seventy-two hours prior
to the final adjournment set for May 3.

As always, the governor, Senate and
House proposed their own respective ver-
sions of how the fiscal year 2013-2014 state
budget should look.

Note that the governor’s budget favors
eliminating regulations and providing tax
relief to Florida job creators. Related com-
ponents include: cutting the business tax,
building up Florida manufacturing jobs,
quick response training program flexibil-
ity and funding, attracting and retaining
businesses, improving Florida’s transpor-
tation system and growing jobs in Florida’s
agricultural industry.

For environmental spending, the
governor’s proposal includes $60 million
for ongoing Everglades restoration, $25
million for beach restoration projects, and
$135 million for petroleum tank site clean-
ups. Two big DEP revolving loan programs
would also be funded for primary distribu-
tion to local government utilities: Drink-
ing Water at $72.9 million and Clean Wa-
ter (principally wastewater and stormwa-
ter) at $142.7 million.

After witnessing legislative raids on
Florida Forever land purchase program
monies during recent lean years, the envi-
ronmental community is pleased to see
Gov. Scott set aside $75 million for Florida
Forever in his budget, although $50 mil-
lion of that depends on selling off certain
state lands.

Ultimately, the final details of the bud-
get bill will be hammered out in confer-
ence committees and subcommittees likely
to work late into the night and over week-
ends during the second half of the session.
In all seriousness, those conferences really
do come as close to the conduct of a papal
conclave as one will observe throughout
the legislative process.

Of course, one wild card expected to
complicate the Florida budgetary process
will be the looming across-the-board fed-
eral budget cuts known as “sequestration.”

Florida springs restoration

Even before major warfare broke out
over competing U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and DEP numeric nutrient
criteria rulemaking and related develop-
ments, DEP was well underway with its
regulatory programs intended to adopt and
implement restoration goals for Florida’s
springs.

DEP Sec. Herschel Vinyard has stated
“the department has made springs restora-
tion a statewide priority and is working
hard to address nutrient impacts to these
unique water bodies.” HB 789 (SB 978
companion measure) would create the
“Springs Revival Act,” requiring, among
other things, water management districts to
develop five-year plans for restoring the
water quality and flows of Florida’s
springs. The governor’s budget request also
includes $7.1 million in fiscal year 2013-
14 for springs’ restoration.

Itis also possible that the ongoing NNC
dispute could once again lead to some spill-
over into the Legislature. For example,
DEP may ask the Legislature to amend its
ratification of the state rules in 2012 be-
cause that legislation delayed DEP rule imple-
mentation if EPA had not yet withdrawn its
own rules. The DEP’s NNC rules were up-
held in their entirety by the Florida First Dis-
trict Court of Appeal on Feb. 25, 2013.

Should that occur, the springs restora-
tion bills could be viewed as a vehicle for
NNC-related amendments. So it would be
prudent to continue to monitor the move-
ment of this legislation if you have any in-
terest in this broader topic.

Agriculture and environment

Probably second only to DEP as an
agency with a consistently strong environ-
mental-related agenda, is the Florida De-
partment of Agriculture and Consumer

PRESTON
Continued on Page 16
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Calendar

March

MAR. 4 — Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Review, Altamonte Springs, FL. Presented by
the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352)
392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 4-5 - Workshop: Advanced Hazardous Waste
Management, Orlando, FL. Presented by Lion Tech-
nology. Call (973) 383-0800 or visit www.lion.com.

MAR. 5 — Course: 4-Hour Refresher Course For
Spotters at Landfills, C&D sites and Transfer Sta-
tions, Daytona Beach, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5 - Course: 8-Hour Training Course For Spot-
ters at Landfills, C&D sites and Transfer Stations,
Daytona Beach, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5-6 — Course: Initial Training Course for
Transfer Station Operators and Material Recovery
Facilities -16 Hour, Daytona Beach, FL. Presented
by the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call
(352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5 - Course: Hazardous Waste Regulations for
Generators, Daytona Beach, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5 — Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Altamonte Springs, FL. Presented by
the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352)
392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5-6 — Course: Pumping Systems Operation
and Maintenance, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5-6 — Course: Introduction to Building En-
ergy Modeling, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5 — Course: Ashestos Refresher: Inspector,
Tampa, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 5 — Course: Ashestos Refresher Management
Planner, Tampa, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 6 — Course: Asbestos Refresher Contractor/
Supervisor, Tampa, FL. Presented by the University
of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or
visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 6 — Course: Understanding Hazardous Waste
Regulations in Solid Waste Operations and Recy-
cling, Daytona Beach, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 6 — Course: U.S. DOT Hazardous Materials/
Waste Transportation, Daytona Beach, FL. Presented
by the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call
(352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 6-7 — Course: 23" Annual Cross-Connection
Control Conference, Daytona Beach, FL. Presented
by the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call
(352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 6-8 — Summit: Environmental Industry Sum-
mit XI, San Diego, CA. Presented by Environmen-
tal Business International. Call (619) 295-7685 or
visit www.ebionline.org.

MAR. 7 — Course: Unidirectional Flushing Work-
shop, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the University
of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 7 —Workshop: FWEA Air Quality Workshop,
Tampa, FL. Presented by the Florida Water Envi-
ronment Association. Call (407) 574-3318 or visit
www.fwea.org.

MAR. 9 — Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Bradenton, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 11-15 - Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, Lake Buena
Vista, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 13-14 — Course: Microbiology of Activated
Sludge, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 14-15 - Course: LEED-AP BD&C Overview
& Exam Preparation, Gainesville, FL. Presented by
the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352)
392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 15 - Course: 8-Hour OSHA HazWoper An-
nual Refresher, Tallahassee, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 15-23 — Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, Fort Myers,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 16 — Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Review, Jacksonville, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 17 — Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Jacksonville, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 18-22 — Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, Gainesville,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 19 — Course: Health and Safety for Solid
Waste Workers-Part 3, Crestview, FL. Presented by
the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352)
392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 19 — Course: Lift Station Maintenance, Rivi-
era Beach, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 20 - Course: Hydrology, Drilling and Sur-
face Geology, Orlando, FL. Presented by the Florida
Section of the American Water Works Association.
Visit www.fsawwa.org.

MAR. 19-21 — Course: Process Control of Advanced
Waste Treatment Plants, Gainesville, FL. Presented
by the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call
(352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 20 - Course: 4-Hour Refresher Course for
Spotters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Sta-
tions, Crestview, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 20 - Course: 8-Hour Training Course for
Spotters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Sta-
tions, Crestview, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 20 — Course: Unidirectional Flushing Work-
shop, Pompano Beach, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 21 — Course: Unidirectional Flushing Work-
shop, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the University
of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or

visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 19 — Course: Lift Station Maintenance, Rivi-
era Beach, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 22 — Meeting: AWRA March Meeting, Ur-
ban Stormwater Issues and Wetlands Restoration in
Florida, Gainesville Regional Utilities, Gainesville,
FL. Contact Mark Diblin or Jennifer Sagan, AMEC,
(352) 332-3318 or visit http://www.awraflorida.org.

MAR. 24 - Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Tampa, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 25 — Course: Introduction to Backflow Pre-

vention, Altamonte Springs, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 25-29 — Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, Altamonte
Springs, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 26-29 — Course: Wastewater Class C Certifi-
cation Review, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 30-Apr 7 — Course: Backflow Prevention
Assembly Tester Training and Certification, Jack-
sonville, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

Call for
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April 17-19, 2013 Orlando, FL
$695 | CEUs: 2.2 | FBPE PDHs: 0008637: 23.0

At the completion of this training, you will be able to discuss the performance
of natural foundation materials, solid waste liner systems, and solid waste
cover systems as they relate to slope stability and settlement.
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LEASES
From Page 1
tinues to evolve.

Another problem, stated by representa-
tives from Audubon Florida and the Florida
Wildlife Federation, is that the agreements
do not hold polluters accountable.

“You are the landlord and it is your right
and your duty to insist that the tenant maxi-
mize their efforts to reduce the impact of
the land,” said Eric Draper, executive di-
rector of Audubon Florida, to the cabinet
prior to the vote. “The lease extensions
preclude your ability to insist upon that
accountability.”

Meeker said that the state would con-

tinue to have the authority to increase en-
vironmental requirements on the leased
land.

According to Meeker, it’s time to move
forward with the restoration efforts and the
focus needs to be on what can be accom-
plished within the next several years.

A few years ago, the state agreed to buy
thousands of acres of heavily farmed sugar
land, using taxpayer money, in order to re-
move that source of phosphorous pollut-
ing the Everglades.

Environmentalists question the logic of
continuing long leases that allow the pol-
lution to continue while at the same time
spending taxpayer money to clean it up.
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The cost of the cleanup, according to
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
regulations, is supposed to be passed on to
the polluters or owners, whom the law dubs
as responsible parties.

Florida Crystals, U.S. Sugar, and Duda
and Sons dominate Florida’s sugar groups.
The Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative of
Belle Glade and the Florida Crystals Corp.
of West Palm Beach co-own American
Sugar Refining. Marketed under the
Domino Foods brand, American Sugar Re-
fining has a cooperative agreement with
Chinese and Swiss companies to market
low calorie alternative sweeteners.

Under the 2002 federal farm bill,
sugar subsidies artificially prop up the
price of sugar in the U.S. There’s big
money in sugar and environmentalists are
saying it showed in the latest cabinet
meeting where their concerns were ig-
nored regarding why the state would
grant land lease extensions for 30 years
at the same time state and federal gov-
ernments are investing huge amounts of

FEDFILES
From Page 2
water for energy extraction, is a likely and
substantial limitation to increasing petro-
leum and natural gas production.

The possibility that fracking will con-
taminate drinking water and agricultural
water supply aquifers in the U.S. is a ma-
jor political issue.

If groundwater contamination
through fracking is an inherent risk or
should occur because of a substantial ac-
cident, public opinion may move politi-
cal authorities to place limits on its use,
the report noted.

Corps investigation/feasibility study
extended. The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers announced that its fieldwork for the
remedial investigation/feasibility study at
Franklin County’s Camp Gordon Johnston
will continue through March, 2013—three
months longer than expected.

The camp was used during World War
Il as an amphibious training center for the
U.S. Army. The Army wants to identify
areas where munitions may be located and
to quantify how much might be at those
specific sites.

The training exercises often involved
the use of live ordnance including rockets,
grenades, mortars and artillery shells. Am-
munition that is located will be retrieved
and disposed of by contractors working for
the corps.

Water samples are also being collected

money to clean the land up.

The sugar companies said that they’ve
lowered phosphorous levels and have be-
come more environmentally friendly as a
younger generation of sugar cane growers
push for higher environmental standards in
the industry.

According to a statement by Gaston
Cantens, vice president at Florida Crystals,
the company has exceeded the require-
ments imposed by the 1994 Everglades
Forever Act. Instead of meeting a 25 per-
cent phosphorous reduction each year,
Florida Crystals reduced its levels by 55
percent each year.

“Along with being stable economic
drivers and job providers for our state and
county, farmers have a long track record
of supporting and implementing Ever-
glades restoration,” wrote Cantens.

According to a statement released by
the DEP and SFWMD, state officials be-
lieve that the land deals will allow them to
move forward with aggressive plans for
water quality improvements.

to determine if munitions chemicals have
leached into soil or water.

The study and any necessary munitions
disposal was originally expected to be com-
pleted last December, but heavy rains dur-
ing the fall delayed fieldwork necessitat-
ing rescheduling the completion date to
March.

More information about Camp Gordon
Johnston cleanup is available in the
Franklin County Public Library in
Carrabelle.

Clean air rule update. The U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia denied the EPA’s request for a
rehearing on a case whose outcome
blocked enforcement of the Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule.

In August, a three-judge panel of the
district court blocked the CSAPR because
they said it failed to give states an oppor-
tunity to regulate air emissions, primarily
from large fossil fuel electricity generat-
ing plants, and because it might require
upwind states to reduce emissions more
than in downwind states.

The court found that these provisions
exceeded EPA authority under the law.

The agency filed a request for a rehear-
ing after that judgment, which was denied
Jan. 24.

In a public statement following the de-
nial, EPA said that it would review the de-
cision to determine if any action should be
taken.

Michael G. Czerwinski, P.A.
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FWC moving forward with plans to better manage species conservation

By BLANCHE HARDY, PG

T he Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission is develop-
ing a new conservation model to
manage and conserve Florida’s 60 imper-
iled wildlife species in a manner that as-
sures their long term survivability.

The new Imperiled Species Manage-
ment Plan will employ measurable objec-
tives and actions to manage species con-
servation in Florida over the long haul.

FWC Chairman Kenneth Wright calls
the approach “smart thinking.”

CARES
From Page 7

In the Suwannee River basin where the
program got its start, there is an annual
event that recognizes farmers for their ef-
forts as land stewards.

The Suwannee basin stretches from Jef-
ferson County in the west to Hamilton
County on the east and south to Levy
County on the Gulf Coast. Each year, 20
farmers in the region are recognized for
their good works.

Carte, who operates a 1,400-acre farm
and ranch near Live Oak, said his activity
with the program has evolved as his busi-
ness has changed.

At one time he had a poultry operation
along with cattle and some crops. He’s now
out of the chicken business, concentrating
on the cattle.

He also grows peanuts and peas and a
variety of grains, some going to the cattle
and some sold at market.

Based on his 11-plus years in the pro-
gram, Carte said CARES has provided ex-

TRI
From Page 6
compound releases.

In this year’s report, EPA analyzed
newly implemented source reduction prac-
tices. Only 12 percent of all facilities re-
porting—2,509 facilities—indicated any
source reduction efforts.

Of the efforts reported, “good operat-
ing practices” accounted for 33 percent of
the effort; “process modifications” ac-
counted for 21 percent of the reported ef-
fort; and 14 percent listed “spill and leak
prevention” as a source reduction practice.

For the first time, EPA compared TRI
and greenhouse gas reporting this year. The
greenhouse gas emission values are for re-
porting year 2010, as opposed to reporting
year 2011 for the TRI components.

According to EPA figures, direct emis-

BUDGET
From Page 1
support from some of the state’s top envi-
ronmental organizations, happy to see this
year’s apparent about-face on environmen-
tal funding.

“We are very pleased with the
governor’s proposal to provide $60 million
for Everglades restoration,” said Brian
Crowley, a spokesman for the Everglades
Foundation. “We are highly encouraged by
the (proposed) budget. We think there is
an excellent chance the Legislature will ap-
prove not only the $60 million but perhaps
even more funds.”

It is vitally important that the Ever-
glades continue to receive the cash,
Crowley said. “This level of funding is criti-
cal for protecting the Everglades,” he
added. “The Everglades is the source of
water supply for 7.5 million Floridians. We
need to make sure we do everything we can
to protect that water supply.”

Melissa Meeker, executive director of
the South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict, also praised the governor’s efforts on
Everglades funding.

“The governor’s funding recommenda-
tions generously support our work to im-
prove Everglades water quality and imple-
ment the science-based restoration strate-
gies plan achieved under his leadership,”
she said.

“The recommended budget also sup-
ports the district’s important work in the
state-federal Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan and other vital projects

The commission began developing the
concept in September of 2010 with the
publication of their new Threatened Spe-
cies Management System rule. They initi-
ated the program by conducting a biologi-
cal status review for each listed species to
determine if they met the criteria to remain
listed as threatened, to remain or become
a species of special concern, or to be re-
moved from the list.

In order to prevent duplication, the pro-
cess combined federal- and state-listed spe-
cies on a single list. Before a species can
be removed from the list, it must have a

cellent data and record keeping.

“There have been a lot of issues with
state regulations coming down,” he said.
“The program has helped with compliance
and gives us security in complying with
those regulations.”

A good deal of help for farmers has
come via the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, a division of the Florida De-
partment of Agriculture. Carte said he has
received some funding assistance through
the NRCS for equipment purchases.

Eubanks said the CARES program has
spread to other areas through the state. Cit-
rus farmers along the Indian River are now
involved as well as agricultural interests
north of Lake Okeechobee in Okeechobee,
Highlands, Glades, Martin, Osceola and
Orange counties.

There is also increasing interest in Polk
and Hillshorough counties.

“We are doing more county-by-county
expansion of CARES,” he said. “We envi-
sion the program running from Homestead
to Pensacola.”

sions of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere
were 3.2 billion metric tons, about seven
trillion pounds.

The three highest sectors reporting
greenhouse gas emissions were electric
utilities, petroleum refineries and chemi-
cal manufacturing. They accounted for 2.7
billion metric tons of CO2.

The EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory
started out primarily as a database effort
intended to characterize quantities and
trends of contaminants and pollutants re-
leased to the environment. Increasingly,
analysis is making it more useful as a man-
agement tool to evaluate where progress
reducing wastes occurred and to identify
strategies responsible.

The 2011 results are available on line:
http://www.epa.gov/tri/tridata/trill/
nationalanalysis/index.htm.

that sustain and protect South Florida’s
water resources.”

Charles Lee, director of advocacy for
Audubon Florida, said his group was
“elated” with several aspects of the
governor’s proposed budget, including the
proposal to provide funding for the Florida
Forever program. Lee said he is hopeful
the Florida Legislature might “up the ante”
and provide additional funds.

“This is a significant increase in fund-
ing for the Everglades and we are glad to
see that,” Lee said.

Herschel Vinyard, secretary of the
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection, said in a statement that by request-
ing more than a billion dollars to continue
the state’s pursuit of environmental protec-
tion, Scott clearly understands that the fu-
ture of Florida depends on its natural re-
sources.

“This funding will restore water qual-
ity in the Everglades, rejuvenate our springs
and provide a clean environment for all Flo-
ridians,” Vinyard said.

Joe Collins, chairman of the South
Florida Water Management District gov-
erning board, said in a statement that the
governor’s commitment to protect South
Florida’s ecosystems is clear in the recom-
mended budget.

“Investments by the state and the South
Florida Water Management District to-
gether will continue the progress we are
making in Everglades restoration, includ-
ing water quality improvements vital to
these natural systems,” he said.

commission-approved plan. However, to be
listed, a species only needs to meet one of
five criteria.

State-designated fish, frogs, reptiles,
mammals and birds have received initial
biological reviews. Throughout 2013,
FWC will be introducing draft management
plans for 60 of the 64 species on Florida’s
resulting threatened and endangered list.

Three species, the Miami Blue butter-
fly, the gopher tortoise and the Florida
black bear already have commission-ap-
proved management plans and the Panama
City crayfish plan is now under review.

FWC has assembled 49 teams working
in tandem on management planning. The
teams focus on the core threats and needs
of each species. Recommendations will
provide details on the urgency of action,
how and by whom actions should be imple-
mented, and how the action will result in
objective achievement.

While conducting initial planning ef-
forts, FWC staff realized many species had
cross connections within their range. To
address this issue, FWC will integrate the

results of the individual action plans into
one Imperiled Species Management Plan
by identifying common elements within the
individual plans.

The commission hopes the common el-
ements may be tailored into specific actions
to address survival of all the listed species.

The Imperiled Species Management
Plan will include habitat conservation,
wildlife management, measurable objec-
tives and associated schedules, possible
incentives, potential rule recommenda-
tions, and consideration of economic and
ecological impacts.

In order to create a broad base of stake-
holders capable of supporting conservation
statewide and to garner public support, a
stakeholder coordinator will facilitate pub-
lic outreach and coordination, solicit input
and build partnerships.

Currently, FWC is supporting both
broad and species-specific stakeholders.
Initially, the stakeholder coordinator will

SPECIES

Continued on Page 16

Environmental Services

A full service law firm, including the areas of land development law,
environmental law and local government law.

OBB
OLE

Offices in Daytona Beach and Deland, Florida
Michael. Woods@CobbCole.com | 1-386-736-7700

For additional information or questions regarding this message please contact Michael Woods, Partner, Cobb Cole.

since 1925

561.575.0030 888.287.3218
www.jupiterlabs.com

Juplter

Specializing in Rush Turnaround
for Over 17 years
clientservices@jupiterlabs.com

Comprehensive Analysis & Field Sampling

e Environmental Water and Soil Testing

e Drinking Water and Wastewater Analysis

e Ultra Trace Mercury by Method 1631

e Personal Care Products (PPCP & EPOC)

e Custom Method Development

* ADaPT Reporting

e Experienced Field Sampling Team

o Certified W/MBE, WOSB and SBE

o NELAP and Army Corp Certified

o DOD ELAP & ISO 17025 Certification Pending

SPOTLIGHT

GEOPHYSICAL SERVICES
Providing subsurface imaging with
land and shallow marine geophysical tools
Experienced and licensed geophysicists
based in Miami, Florida

www.spotlightgeo.com

[

5601 Mariner St.
Suite 490
Tampa, FL 33609

TETRA TECH

« Consulting & Remediation

« Design Build Construction & Landfill Services

* Site Assessments / Brownfields

« System Design, Installation, O&M Services

« Sludge Dewatering and Dredging Services

« Energy Waste Services for Utilities

« Geo-Technical Services

« Solid Waste Design, Consulting and
Environmental Compliance

www.tetratech.com

m/ LANZO
8 million feet of installed CIPP in sizes
ranging from 4 through 144 inches
Fred Tingberg, Jr.
FredT@Lanzo.org
28137 Groesheck Hwy.
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 Roseville, M1 48066

Office: (954) 973-9700 Office: (586) 775-5819
Cell: (954) 931-4430

(813) 917-0576

www.Lanzo.net
125 S.E. 5th Ct.

FILTER MEDIA

Leaders in...

Filter Media Removal, Disposal & Installation

Suppliers of...
» Filter Media to all levels of Government, Industrial and
Commercial Plants & Installations

* Anthracite Filter Media—Sands & Gravels, Garnet, Iimenite,
Activated Carbon, Green Sand

* Filter Media which meets or exceeds AWWA Specifications

One Source for...
QUALITY «VALUE «SERVICE

énthraFilter Inc.
TEL: 1-800-998-8555 FAX: 727-865-0905

www.anthrafilter.net

Greenway Electrical Services, LLC

Lift Station Specialist

Orlando, FL

License #: EC0001094 = (407) 532-2778
cduffield@greenwayelecsvc.com
www.greenwayelecsvc.com

A Veteran Owned Company

HAZEN AND SAWYER

Environmental Engineers & Scientists
Providing customized solutions

to environmental challenges

Offices in Florida & nationwide
Boca Raton « Coral Gables
Fort Pierce  Hollywood ¢+ Jacksonville

Orlando ¢ Sarasota * Tampa

www.hazenandsawyer.com

& Hudson

PUMP & EQUIPMENT

A Division of Tencarva Machinery Company

PUMPS ¢ PUMP STATIONS
CONTROLS e« REPAIRS

NASH VACUUM ITT A-C PUMP
GORMAN-RUPP JOHN CRANE
THERMOFISHER ALLWEILLER
ITT GOULDS PUMPS MILTON ROY
LIGHTNIN MIXERS WILDEN

3524 Craftsman Blvd., Lakeland, FL 33803
Phone: (863) 665-7867 Fax: (863) 667-2951
E-mail: NGeiger@tencarva.com
Web address: www.HudsonPump.com

Florida Specifier

March 2013

13



Mote Lab: Use of dispersants to save reef from spilled oil not the answer

By ROY LAUGHLIN

team of Mote Marine Laboratory

researchers, using two species of

reef-building corals from the
Florida Keys, conducted a series of experi-
ments to test the survival of coral larvae,
or planula, when exposed to oil alone, the
oil dispersant Corexit 9500 and a combi-
nation of oil plus Corexit.

They found that the combination of oil
dispersed with Corexit reduced planula sur-
vival of both coral species much more than
either oil or oil dispersant alone.

The investigators, led by Kimberly
Ritchie, PhD, senior scientist and manager
in the lab’s Marine Microbiology Program,
used weathered Deepwater Horizon oil col-
lected during 2010. Mote researchers also
tested Corexit 9500, one of the oil dispers-
ant formulas used during the spill.

The planula larvae of two different
coral species found in the Keys were ex-
posed for up to 72 hours and observations

of survival and settlement were made daily.
Oil concentrations in the water were mea-
sured using gas chromatography.

The concentrations of water-accommo-
dated fractions of oil varied from 320 parts
per billion to 1.5 parts per million and were
different for the two species tested, reflect-
ing their differential sensitivity to oil.

The researchers tested similar amounts
of oil mixed with Corexit 9500 and two
concentrations of Corexit alone, 25 and 50
ppm.

The two coral species were Porites
asteroides and Montastraea faveolata.
Ecologically, the two species are quite dis-
tinct. P. asteroides is an early recolonizer
after disturbance. M. faveolata is a much
more massive coral that is very important
in building reefs.

Ritchie noted that the differences in sen-
sitivity between the two coral species to
oil and dispersants are similar to differ-
ences in sensitivity to other environmental
stressors.
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P. asteroides , which broods its larvae,
was less sensitive to oil and is typically less
sensitive to other stressors such as disease
and physical factors. M. faveolata, a broad-
cast breeder, is more sensitive to oil and to
other natural stressors.

Although Deepwater Horizon oil was
used, the current experiments were not an
attempt to replicate exposure from that
event.

“As described in the paper, the expo-
sures of concern were based upon a dis-
persed oil spill trajectory model supplied
by NOAA’s Hazardous Materials Response

MFL
From Page 1

data collection and monitoring, according
to Engel. The funding for this multi-year
effort, at least initially, will come from
district’s reserve funds.

This proposed program will support an
implementation schedule allowing an MFL
determination for Wakulla Springs to be set
within five years, followed by one to two
years for rule adoption.

The St. Mark’s River Rise, another first
magnitude spring within the Wakulla
Spring watershed, and the Floridan Aqui-
fer in coastal Franklin County are also in-
cluded on the top of the list for MFL deter-
minations within a similar time frame,
noted Engel.

Data requirements for establishing
MFLs are formidable. According to Engel,
NWFWMD has collected flow and level
data for many years. However, additional
measurements and observations are still
needed.

Some data will be available from the
U.S. Geological Survey and the Florida
Geological Survey. Data from those
sources must be vetted before use.

Engel characterized hydrologic data for
the district’s water resources as sparse, and
ecological data as “nearly nonexistent.”

Some of the district’s 2013-2014 bud-
get includes establishing data collection
and monitoring sites in the St. Mark’s and
Wakulla Springs watershed.

The 1972 law requiring MFL deter-
mination tasked Florida’s five water man-
agement districts with management, tech-
nical and rulemaking tasks, but gave the
Florida Department of Environmental
Protection an oversight and consulting
responsibility.

The NWFWMD has not completely
ignored the law requiring it to establish
MFLs. It routinely submitted requests to
DEP to delay. Apparently that was at least
accepted by the department, if not ap-
proved.

When the NWFWMD missed its 2012
deadline to establish MFLs and proposed an-
other delay—this time until 2023—an article
in Florida Currents rallied proponents to a
concerted effort to end the district’s evasion
of its responsibility to set MFLSs.

Those opposing more delays include
former Florida Senator Bob Graham and
noted environmentalist Nathaniel Reed
who jointly authored a newspaper opinion
piece in the Tampa Bay Times sharply criti-
cal of the failure.

A grassroots organization in the Pan-
handle, the Wakulla Springs Alliance, is also
active locally putting pressure on the district
to protect the area’s springs and rivers.

Athird group, the Florida Leaders Or-
ganized for Water, have drafted the Flori-

Division for spill research in the Santa
Barbara channel and Chesapeake Bay,”
noted Ritchie.

At least during three days, planulas of
these two species of coral were not nota-
bly sensitive to oil alone.

The short-term toxicity of Corexit 9500
was significant. What was particularly no-
table was the toxicity of the mixture of oil
and Corexit 9500. The combination was
much greater than the toxicity of either

CORAL

Continued on Page 15

dan Aquifer Sustainability Act of 2013,
which they want the legislature to pass this
session.

When he took office several years ago,
Gov. Rick Scott cleaned house at the wa-
ter management districts, eventually ap-
pointing new executive directors at all five
districts.

Douglas Barr, former long-time NWF-
WMD executive director, explained his
district’s lack of MFL rulemaking by say-
ing that the district did not have the money
to do the studies required. His district’s
property tax levies could not be increased
to pay for the data collection and analysis
needed to establish MFLs for rulemaking.

The NW district’s millage rates are es-
tablished in state law and the Florida Con-
stitution.

Barr also noted that negotiations with
Georgia over Apalachicola River water
flows might have been undermined if
Florida had set MFLs. He also said that it
would be ecologically counterproductive
to set MFL rules that modulated seasonal
variability and flows in Panhandle rivers
that require large oscillations as an ecologi-
cally usual occurrence.

The NWFWMD’s current management
seems to have little appetite to answer for
its predecessors.

“We don’t want to speculate on the pri-
orities and actions of previous district ad-
ministrations,” noted Engel. “ However, we
can assure you that the district is now com-
pletely committed to following the law by
developing a meaningful MFL program for
our district.

“This commitment is demonstrated
both in our current and upcoming fiscal
year budgets, and by the realistic and at-
tainable MFL priority list and schedule set
by our knowledgeable staff.”

During the past months, the NWF-
WMD has been the media poster child for
a morality play explaining how not to dis-
miss water resource management in
Florida.

Not only is the district being criticized
by influential environmental activists, Gra-
ham recently criticized in detail several
water management districts for cutting bud-
gets and firing senior staff members re-
sponsible for aquifer and surface water rule
enforcement and management.

Specifically, he noted that the St. Johns
River Water Management District had re-
duced its enforcement budget by a third,
and had laid off some of its most knowl-
edgeable senior enforcement officials as a
result of those cuts.

Environmental advocates are no longer
afraid to use political garlic to drive off the
current “no money” zeitgeist and are ex-
periencing some level of success with this
remedy, most recently in the Panhandle.
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When assessing urban water shortage vulnerability, infrastructure matters

By ROY LAUGHLIN

nfrastructure that efficiently stores,

imports or extracts water from aqui-

fers makes a huge difference in U.S.
urban areas’ vulnerability to water short-
ages.

The usual methods of evaluating the
risk of shortage include runoff measure-
ments and hydraulic methods. They typi-
cally characterize a higher level of risk of
water shortage than is actually occurring
because they fail to factor in the role of
infrastructure in effective water supply
management.

This is the conclusion put forth in a re-
cently published research paper authored
by James Jawitz, assistant professor of En-
vironmental Hydrology in the Soil and Wa-
ter Science Department at the University
of Florida in Gainesville and Julie
Padowski, a postdoctoral researcher at
Stanford University in Palo Alto, CA.

The researchers compiled data from a
variety of sources to characterize water
scarcity in 225 U.S. metropolitan areas with
populations over 100,000 people. The data
included that used to characterize water
runoff and hydraulic characteristics of the
region.

The researchers concluded that only 10
of 225 of the U.S.” major urban areas could
be characterized by their combined meth-
odologies as “at high risk” of water short-
ages.

Miami was the only city in Florida to
have a high risk rating. California had more
cities at risk than any other state.

Although the humid subtropical climate
in Florida delivers plenty of rain during the
wet season, lack of sufficient water stor-
age sites puts Miami and other Florida ar-
eas at risk of water shortage, at least sea-
sonally.

“It is because of these constraints that
most of Florida is designated by the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection
as water resource caution areas,” wrote
Jawitz in an e-mail describing his team’s
research.

“Many non-Floridians think of us as
water rich, but our results for Florida cit-
ies were (in our opinion) consistent with
the current constraints,” he commented
further, explaining the paradox between
public perception and reality regarding
water shortages.

The difference between the results ob-
tained by using the different evaluation
methods and public perception of water
shortages is a common thread throughout
this work. Different methods of evaluating
shortage risk give markedly different re-
sults.

A risk assessment based only on water
runoff—the amount of water delivered by
precipitation minus evaporation—suggests
that 47 percent of the 225 major U.S. ur-
ban areas are at risk of water shortages.

When hydraulic components were in-
cluded in the analysis, the number of at-
risk cities decreased to 17 percent.

Even when the models were run under
the low flow conditions of drought, 66 per-
cent of the population in cities was at risk
of water shortages under the runoff evalu-
ation compared to 54 percent estimated
from hydraulic-based methods.

CORAL
From Page 14
component alone.

According to Ritchie, the primary value
of this research is that it is some of the first
to provide toxicity information for coral
larvae exposed to oil mixed with a dispers-
ant, Corexit 9500. The experimental results
show little benefit to dispersing oil that
would not contact and smother coral.

“Managers and responders have to miti-
gate (an oil spill that threatens a reef),” she
said. “If the spill were near a reef, | would
try to keep them from using dispersants.”

In the simple case characterized by
these experiments, not dispersing oil that
wouldn’t otherwise contact coral appears
to be the best course of action, at least in
the short term, to protect Florida’s coral
reefs in the event of an oil spill.

When the researchers included infra-
structure that allowed extraction importa-
tion and storage of water for urban water
systems, only 10 of 225 cities were in the
high risk category.

Professional researchers may be com-
fortable with numbers like these, but the
research team also asked how closely their
results corresponded to public perception.

They analyzed 30 years of archived
news stories for cities across the country
and found that, in general, local news
sources do not have a long history of sto-
ries regarding water shortages in urban ar-
eas.

From this, they conclude that infrastruc-
ture has provided a reliable and persistent
source of water to U.S. urban areas. The
number of articles increased in proportion
to the severity of water shortages in those
cities where shortages occurred, usually
because of drought.

The best correlation between “social
media” evaluations and numeric modeling
methods occurred with the hydraulic-based
approach. The authors suggest that hydrau-
lic methods are more useful for evaluating
current water availability status for Ameri-
can cities that have adequate water man-

agement infrastructure.

As a result of climate change and in-
creasing population growth, recent reports
and scholarly analyses typically paint a less
than rosy picture of abundant—or even ad-
equate—U.S. water resources for the re-
mainder of this century and beyond. This

study does not contradict dire warnings of
future shortages.

But it does show how substantially in-
frastructure contributes to effective manage-
ment of current water resources to avoid
shortages, and suggests that rational prepa-
ration for climate change can be beneficial.
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PRESTON
From Page 10
Services. Look for more proposed changes
to Florida’s fertilizer statutes that will re-
flect current manufacturing capabilities and
improvements in fertilizer technologies.
There is also some talk about possible state
preemption of local control over fertilizer
management.

Of course, the Big Dog involving both
DEP and DACS will continue to be new
plans for Everglades restoration. Multiple
parties are working to develop an Ever-
glades restoration program subject to re-
view by the federal court with ongoing ju-
risdiction. Legislative funding will likely
be used for several additional land pur-

chases, for use of stormwater treatment
areas to remove phosphorus, as well as for
the implementation of best management
practices on over one-half million acres of
associated lands.

Energy

Recall that in 2011, the Legislature ap-
proved the transfer of the State Energy
Office from under the governor’s domain
to DACS. However, no comprehensive
energy legislation is expected during the
upcoming session.

SB 560 (HB 579) would expand pilot
programs that convert vehicle fleets to
natural gas. HB 4001 proposes a contro-
versial repeal of the state requirement that
gasoline contain about 10 percent ethanol.
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Even more contentious might be HB
4003 which would repeal Florida’s nuclear
cost recovery law. Delayed decisions by
electric utilities on building new nuclear
power plants, even while collecting money
from customers for planning and licensing,
has sparked debate over this issue.

Some solar energy project managers
continue to advocate for legislation that
would require utilities to pay more for re-
newable energy. Don’t hold your breath on
passage of any of these measures, since a
lack of interest in energy legislation con-
tinues to exist in the Florida Senate.

The timing on the pre-session filing of
HB 431 on oil and gas exploration might
not have been great with the BP Deepwa-
ter Horizon civil trial kicking off in New
Orleans during the last week of February.
This bill would have encouraged compa-
nies to conduct exploration for fossil fuels
in the Blackwater River State Forest in
northwest Florida.

Predictably, opposition from environ-
mentalists in that area quickly mobilized
with claims that drilling would threaten sen-
sitive forest habitat. News editorials in op-
position and a petition signature collection
initiative soon followed. Not coinciden-
tally, the sponsor then withdrew HB 431
from further consideration.

Miscellaneous

You will recall that the big growth man-
agement law changes were made in 2011.
Last session, the bloom was off that rose
so as to allow cities, counties and develop-
ers to consider and adjust to the sweeping
statutory changes made in 2011.

Indications are that most legislators still
feel the same way in 2013. But don’t look
for a lot to happen on this subject. That
said, SB 786 would create a pilot program
in Jacksonville, Miami, Tampa, Hialeah,
Pinellas County and Broward County for
expedited approval of comprehensive plan
amendments.

HB 415 (SB 554) contains certain re-
visions to select components of Florida’s
brownfields laws. The bills are supported
by the Florida Brownfields Association.

SPECIES
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address the broad-based stakeholders while
the 49 species-specific teams will work
with species-specific stakeholders and the
coordinator.

As planning progresses, FWC will
gradually integrate all the stakeholders and
the public into a cohesive support group.

FWC hopes to engage stakeholders and
complete all the species action plans by the
summer of 2013. This data will be used to
develop integrated conservation strategies
by the spring of 2014.

Draft rulemaking and the development
of an implementation-focused species man-
agement plan are scheduled to be com-
pleted by this fall with the final plan and
proposed rules presented for commission
consideration in the spring of 2014.

WETLANDS
From Page 9
servation easement placed on the rest of
the property to make up for wetlands dam-
age from the development, which Koontz
Sr. agreed to do. But he refused to modify
his project or propose any other mitigation.

District officials said they were follow-
ing rules set by DEP that said for every acre
of wetlands damaged, there had to be 10
acres of mitigation.

The applicant sought compensation
from the court on the grounds that the
district’s decision constituted a taking. But
district officials said nothing was taken
from the petitioner when the permits were
denied.

“He spent no money, time or labor per-
forming any mitigation,” said the district
in a statement about the case on its web-
site. “In short, he suffered no loss for which
he is entitled to compensation.”

District officials said that contrary to
the petitioner’s characterization, the district
never required him to perform any particu-
lar form of mitigation.

Brian Hodges, an attorney with the Pa-
cific Legal Foundation, which is represent-
ing Koontz, could not be reached for com-
ment.

Changes are proposed to tax exemption
provisions, procedures for designation of
brownfield areas by local governments, and
relief of liability for property damages for
entities that execute and implement certain
brownfields site rehabilitation agreements.

Several water-related bills have also
been advancing through committees. SB
244 addresses the issuance of minimum
flows and levels when a water project af-
fects adjoining water management districts.
This bill was proposed but failed passage
in 2012.

SB 364 (HB 109) would allow for
longer consumptive use permit durations
of at least 30 years for alternative water
supply development, including for those
facilities financed by bonds that are still
outstanding. The intent is to allow water
utilities to reduce the cost of bonding these
projects and to then pass recent savings on
to utility ratepayers.

Finally, a couple of bills which deal
with the proposed purchase of state lands
are also generating some buzz. HB 33 (SB
466) would authorize individuals and cor-
porations to submit requests to the Board
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund to exchange state-owned land
for conservation easements over privately
held land and provides criteria for consid-
eration of such requests.

SB 584 (HB 901) relates to the pur-
chase of land by a governmental entity and
limits the state, a county and a mun-
icipality’s ability to purchase land for con-
servation purposes. Some environmental
interests have expressed concern that these
bills could have an adverse effect on state
and local land conservation programs.

The above pre-session snapshot is not
intended to be exhaustive or comprehen-
sive.

Remember, this is the Florida Legisla-
ture so there are always surprises waiting
around the bend. If you are among the faith-
ful watching and praying for the success
of that other conclave taking place in
Vatican City, you should also consider add-
ing a few Hail Marys for the well being
and wisdom of our elected representatives
in the Florida Legislature.

Amen.

Bill Preston practices statewide envi-
ronmental law from his offices in Tallahas-
see, FL. He can be reached at bill@
wprestonpa.com.
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