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Got a story lead?
Got an idea for a story? Like to submit a column for

consideration? Fire away. And don’t forget to fill us in on
your organization’s new people and programs, projects
and technologies—anything of interest to environmental
professionals in the state. Send to P.O. Box 2175, Gold-
enrod, FL 32733. Call us at (407) 671-7777; fax us at (407)
671-7757, or email mreast@enviro-net.com.

Address label changes?
If your mailing label is inaccurate or incomplete in any

way, please contact us with your current information at
P.O. Box 2175, Goldenrod, FL 32733; call us at (407) 671-
7777; fax us at (407) 671-7757; or e-mail us at
mreast@enviro-net.com. We appreciate your help.
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SJRWMD water supply plan 5
The St. Johns River Water Management District

has released its latest draft water supply plan. The
district anticipates water consumption to increase
by 314 million gallons per day district-wide by 2035.

Keys canal cleanup 6
The initial phase of cleaning up of polluted ca-

nals in the Florida Keys is set to get underway this
month. The project will start with work on eight ca-
nals that were selected after a two-year assessment
process.

Battle over MFLs 8
The North Florida Utility Coordination Group has

asked the Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection to delay the establishment of minimum flows
and levels for the Lower Santa Fe and Ichetucknee
rivers. If the state does not delay the process, the
utilities are contemplating a challenge to the MFLs.

Miami parks update 10
The city of Miami has closed two additional parks

where soil contamination was found. In late Decem-
ber, potential soil contamination was found in Billy
Rolle Domino Park in Coconut Grove and Southside
Park in the Brickell area of the city. The parks will
remain closed until samples can be analyzed to de-
termine the next course of action.

Photo courtesy of St. Johns River Water Management District

Nine utilities with permits from the St. Johns River Water Management District to pump groundwater for public supply
want the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to further delay the establishment of minimum flows and levels
for the Lower Santa Fe and Ichetucknee rivers. Above, SJRWMD staff members work on a vegetation investigation during
the development of minimum flows and levels. See story on Page 8.
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State petroleum cleanup program achieves
deadlines, new tank rulemaking advances

By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

T he Petroleum Restoration Pro-
gram met state legislative
deadlines after making last-

minute revisions to its proposed non-
competitive bidding rules for “Agency
Term Contractors.”

Rules for Chapter 62-771 and Chap-
ter 62-772, Florida Administrative
Code, were signed by Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection Sec-
retary Herschel Vinyard on Dec. 27.

The Legislature must ratify sections
62.772-300 and 62.772-400 in its up-

coming session to complete the rule-
making process, but at this point, DEP’s
effort on these two rules is complete and
on schedule.

The rule revisions followed over-
sight comments by the Joint Adminis-
trative Procedures Committee. JAPC
questioned verbiage in section 62-
772.400 of a proposed rule that stipu-
lating a $25,000 cap on noncompetitive
fixed-price contracts.

In response, DEP revised the rule
language to specify an increasing range
of thresholds ($20,000, $35,000,
$65,000, $195,000 or $325,000) when

it announces a contract subject to a
fixed-price agreement with a contrac-
tor in its new pool of Agency Term
Contractors.

If an Agency Term Contractor
agrees to a contract at or under the des-
ignated cap, DEP may then offer it
through a competitive bidding process.

The thresholds now stipulated in
rule are based on those in Section
287.017, Florida Statutes, that the Leg-
islature stipulated be included in re-
forms of the former Bureau of Petro-
leum Storage Systems.

DEP announced the new language
on Dec. 5 and the comment period
passed uneventfully, allowing Vinyard
to sign the new rules.

As of mid-January, the Petroleum
Restoration Program was finalizing its
selection of Agency Term Contractors.
The number of applicants to become
Agency Term Contractors should ap-
pear on the program’s web page by the
time this article is in print.

“We anticipate that we will sign con-
tracts (with Agency Term Contractors)
on or about March 15. This will allow
us to directly assign work,” said Jorge
Caspary, PG, director of the DEP’s Di-
vision of Waste Management. Term
contracts are for five years.

Last summer, when program offi-
cials announced their intention to in-
creasingly use the pool of Agency Term
Contractors, they also indicated they in-
tended to place a much greater reliance
on eQuotes through MyFloridaMarket
Place, the state’s eProcurement system.

Valerie Huegel, director of the Pe-
troleum Restoration Program, said that

PETROLEUMPETROLEUMPETROLEUMPETROLEUMPETROLEUM
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FDACS $26M water initiative stresses
importance of water management

By SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORD

F lorida Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services
Commissioner Adam Putnam is

asking the Florida Legislature for $26
million in new funding specifically tar-
geted to innovative and aggressive ini-
tiatives critical to water conservation
and water management.

Of the $26 requested from the Leg-
islature, $15 million is allocated for use
in Lake Okeechobee, and the Caloosa-
hatchee and St. Lucie rivers and estu-
aries—the area north, east and west of
Lake Okeechobee.

Rich Budell, director of FDACS’
Office of Agricultural Water Policy, ex-
plained why the funding is so vital to
the state’s sustainability.

“It’s critical that if we’re going to
expand our economy, grow jobs and
continue to feed a diverse population
that has expectations of a certain quan-

tity and quality of food in the right
places at the right times, that we be as
innovative and efficient as we can pos-
sibly be in terms of how we produce
that food,” said Budell. “Water is a key
component of the day-to-day work and
affluence of our agricultural industry.”

According to Budell, a portion of the
money requested will be used for
FDACS’ routine best management
practices cost share program for things
like fencing cattle out of waterways and
placing or enhancing a landowner’s
ability to manage stormwater by con-
structing water control structures, such
as swales.

FDACS will also continue to work
with the state’s water management dis-
tricts and the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection to prioritize ag-
ricultural-related land and water use is-

FDFDFDFDFDAAAAACSCSCSCSCS
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The Florida Specifier provides monthly news coverage of the environmental

issues that matter the most—water resources, supply and distribution; soil and

groundwater remediation; wastewater treatment and reuse; hazardous waste

management; stormwater management; air quality and much more. There’s

just no better way to keep up with what’s happening in your industy.

Subscribe today!
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How do you keep up with all

that’s going on in Florida?
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(971) 222-3580 x 102 (971) 222-3580 x 104
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EPA updates regs for carbon capture and sequestration disposal wells
Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency updated its regulations, including
those in the Safe Drinking Water Act, to re-
classify deep carbon capture and seques-
tration disposal wells.

The new regulations specifically ex-
clude two classes of underground injection
control wells from federal hazardous waste
regulations.

The first type is UIC Class VI wells used
to capture carbon dioxide streams from
emission sources for injection through geo-
logical sequestration. The second is UIC
Class II wells, those approved for injection
for enhanced oil recovery, which are also
excluded from hazardous waste regulation
when CO

2
 is injected.

Geological sequestration refers to injec-
tion of carbon dioxide into deep geological
formations that will hold the gas over geo-
logical time scales and prevent it from in-
fluencing global climate change over the
next few centuries.

The EPA issued these updated regula-
tions after concluding that deep injection
of sequestered carbon dioxide “does not
pose a substantial risk to human health or
the environment.”

The new rule is complementary to re-
cent regulations describing Class VI well
operation, siting, construction, testing,
monitoring and closing.

At the time the agency released its fi-
nal rule for Class VI wells used for CCS,
it also released draft guidance for public
comment regarding rule development
to convert Class II wells currently
used for oil and gas recovery to
Class VI wells strictly for CSS.

The 75-day comment pe-
riod for this draft rule will
continue until approxi-
mately the end of February.

New access to chemical
data.  The public has a new
tool for accessing EPA
screening data on 1800
chemicals: the Interactive
Chemical Safety for Sus-
tainability dashboard.

The EPA refers to its
new offering as iCSS. The
tool provides access to “in-
novative screening technologies for
chemicals found in industrial and con-
sumer products, food additives and
drugs,” according to the agency.

The iCSS dashboard allows, among
other keys, to search by assay or chemi-
cal.

The data that iCSS dashboard accesses
were gathered through a collaborative test-
ing program called Toxicity Testing in the
21st century, or Tox21. The EPA charac-

terized the data as obtained through “ad-
vanced techniques, including robotics

and high throughput screening.”
In addition to EPA testing,

other federal agencies includ-
ing the National Institutes of
Environmental Health Sci-
ences/National Toxicology
Program, the National Cen-
ter for Advanced Transla-
tional Sciences and the Food
and Drug Administration
were also participants con-
tributing screening data.

The data are for chemi-
cals already in use, only a
small fraction of which have
been adequately assessed for
potential risk of adverse

health effects.
Along with announcing this new on-

line tool, the EPA also announced their
ToxCast Data Challenge, an invitation to
researchers and technicians to work with
the iCSS data now available to provide so-
lutions for using the data to predict poten-
tial health effects.

Challenge winners may receive awards
for innovative research ideas.

Having now developed a suite of rapid
data gathering tests, a spokesperson for the
new program said that the purpose of the
challenge is to accelerate chemical assess-
ment.

Funding for emission reduction at
seaports.  The EPA will provide up to $4
million in grant funding for clean diesel
projects at oceanic and in-land ports.

The Diesel Emission Reduction Act
grants will allow port authorities to update
or replace older diesel engines not cur-
rently meeting contemporary diesel ex-
haust emission standards.

The agency anticipates awarding the $4
million through several competitive “as-
sistance agreements.” The application
deadline is Feb. 14, 2014.

In its announcement, EPA noted that
some of the nation’s ports are part of larger
metropolitan areas with poor air quality,
due to multiple contaminant emission con-
tributors. Ports in areas with chronically
diesel-polluted air will be considered first
for this round of funding,

This grant program provides funding
for immediate upgrade or replacement of
older diesel engines emitting particulate

diesel exhaust, resulting in substantial im-
mediate diesel exhaust reductions.

Diesel engines subject to upgrade or re-
placement may be in drayage trucks, ma-
rine engines, locomotives or cargo han-
dling equipment.

During the last several years, EPA has
focused DERA funding on specific activi-
ties with a high dependence on older non-
conforming diesel engines. The most re-
cent prior DERA grant competition was for
diesel-powered construction equipment.

The agency noted that this DERA grant
competition is the first to focus specifically
on reducing diesel emissions at seaports.

The EPA also offers annual support
through the National Clean Diesel
Campaign’s Funding Assistance Program,
pending funding availability. This may be
another source of funding for interested
Florida entities seeking assistance in re-
ducing diesel emissions.

EPA updates sustainability plan.  In
2014, the EPA will give special consider-
ation to three activities that contribute sig-
nificantly to meeting President Obama’s
2009 plan to reduce waste and pollution.

The first involves the reconstruction of
EPA infrastructure in ways that will sig-
nificantly reduce energy consumption.

The second is reconstruction of the
Research Toxicology Laboratory and the
EPA’s main laboratory at Research Tri-
angle Park, NC.

This will provide savings in rents and
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions,
and will economize on space “without im-
pacting research capacity.”

Thirdly, the EPA will continue imple-
menting its already effective water conser-
vation program.

In 2009, Obama issued Executive Or-
der 13514, Federal Leadership in Environ-
mental, Energy and Economic Perfor-
mance. The plan established agency-spe-
cific targets at each federal agency for re-
ducing waste and pollution between 2009
and 2014.

Four years into the effort, the agency
has reduced its electricity consumption by
approximately eight percent, and by 25
percent compared with 2003.

All electricity the agency uses now
comes from green power or green power
credits. Consequently, emissions of two
classifications of greenhouse gases, Scope
1 and Scope 2, have declined by nearly half
from FY 2008 levels.

Potable water consumption has
dropped by 25 percent—30 million gal-
lons—over the past four years

In addition to meeting sustainability
goals outlined in Obama’s 2009 executive
order, the actions taken have reduced pol-
lution, encouraged development of home-
grown energy sources and promoted en-
ergy independence.

Offshore gas versus biomass energy.
Two recently released reports contrast
green energy with fossil fuel production—
substituting Florida’s forest products for
biomass fuel production versus the ben-
efits of offshore drilling for oil and gas pro-
duction.

The first report, “Forestry Bioenergy
in the Southeast United States: Implica-
tions for Wildlife Habitat and Biodi-
versity,” was commissioned by the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation and the South-
ern Environmental Law Center. The report
calls attention to the drawbacks of natural
forests being converted to pine plantations
for wood fuel pellet production.

Southeastern U.S. forests are among
the most productive in the world, and are
also among the most biodiverse areas on
the planet. Forest diversity is being reduced
by timber cutting, urban growth, conver-
sion to agriculture and tree plantations, fire
suppression and the introduction of inva-
sive species and pathogens.

The report focuses on the rapid devel-
opment of woody biomass cropping in the
region. In 2014, this production may be
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Hernando arsenic study reveals no adverse health effects
Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

Spring Lake residents have not suffered
measurable health effects from drinking
water with arsenic at concentrations of 10–
15 parts per billion. That is the conclusion
of a year-long study involving about 360
area residents in southeastern Hernando
County.

The study’s experimental design in-
cluded two groups of solicited volunteer
participants. Households on wells with
arsenic concentrations below 10 parts per
billion were a control group. The arsenic-
exposed group consisted of households
whose wells had tested above 10 ppb.

At the end of the study, people in both
groups were compared for selected health
characteristics. The study found no differ-
ence between the two groups.

Arsenic exposure to levels above 10
ppb has been associated with a lifetime risk
of certain cancers. While this study ob-
tained data over a year period, participants
may have been drinking well water with
elevated arsenic concentrations for much
longer.

Hernando County’s arsenic source is
uncertain. The arsenic may have come
from cattle dipping vats, from pre-emer-
gence weed killers use several decades
ago, or from clay and limestone soils.

Leesburg brownfield? The city of
Leesburg is mulling over a proposal to
designate a four-acre tract on Highway 27
as a brownfield redevelopment site. If so
designated, the site would be eligible for
cleanup tax credits, sales tax credits on
building materials, loan guarantees and
cleanup liability protection from the state.

From 1922-1986, the site was home to
the Walling Crate Company, which fabri-
cated wood crates for citrus and produce
use. The site also includes a shopping cen-
ter on Highway 27.

Wildlife protection BMP.  The Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services has proposed best management
practices to protect certain wildlife species.

The proposed rule would allow prop-
erty owners to voluntarily protect wildlife
by following BMPs rather than obtaining
permits for incidental takings while con-
ducting economically productive use of
their land.

The proposed rules are intended to pro-
tect gopher tortoises and burrowing owls,
both “imperiled” species in Florida and are
primarily aimed at forest owners and sil-
viculture operations.

The best management practices include
provisions for periodic forest thinning and
controlled burning to maintain habitat. Use
of heavy equipment may be restricted dur-
ing September and October when tortoise
hatchlings may be present.

The proposed rule applies only to
Florida’s “imperiled” species. It does not
apply to federally listed endangered or
threatened species.

Wildlife advocacy organizations are
supporting the development of this BMP
because many protected species are now
found primarily on Florida’s extensive sil-
viculture properties.

Monroe County lawn waste.  If Mon-
roe County receives approval from the
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection as expected, they will begin burn-
ing tons of landscape waste at their Ram-
rod Key disposal site.

The county intends to install a walled air-
curtain burner, a type of incinerator that will
burn up to 10,000 tons of landscaping wastes
annually. This will reduce their handling
costs to about $60 per ton and could save
the county as much as $250,000 per year.

The advanced incinerator traps smoke
during incineration to facilitate a more
complete burn, substantially reducing the
usual amount of smoke produced when in-
cinerating landscape waste.

Monroe County proposed an initial
three-month contract with Air Burner Inc.,
which is contingent on DEP approval, and
is considered a pilot project that will dem-

onstrate effective incineration without ex-
cessive smoke emissions.

The county currently trucks its wastes
to a waste-to-energy plant in Broward
County at a cost of $84.50 per ton. Under
the new plan, gar-
bage will still be
sent to Broward,
but landscaping
waste will be in-
cinerated at Ram-
rod Key.

Collier mine challenge.  Three
conservation groups filed a lawsuit
against the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice to halt development of an approximate
1,000-acre lime rock and sand mining op-
eration in Collier County.

The two federal agencies recently is-
sued a permit allowing mine development
at Colliers’s Hogan Island Quarry.

In the suit, the Conservancy of South-
west Florida, the Center for Biological
Diversity and the Sierra Club claim that
the agencies did not follow the law when
they issued the permit.

They argued that quarry construction
and operation, adjacent to the Camp Keais
Strand, will adversely affect downstream
wetlands and a major wildlife corridor for

the Florida panther.
The group also pointed out that this

mine is one of several existing and planned
mines and residential developments whose
cumulative effects will be highly detrimen-

tal and were not considered in evalu-
ating this single project.

TPS-ISOTEC partner-
ship.  In-Situ Oxidative
Technologies Inc. has
formed a partnership with

TPS Technologies Inc. through
a licensing agreement to market
and use TPS’ thermal remedia-
tion technologies in North
America.

A spokesperson for ISOTEC
said that under the terms of the license, new
technology and experience will be continu-
ously shared, discussed and improved
upon, which will benefit clients.

TPS is a California-based company and
ISOTEC Remediation Technologies LLC
is based in Lawrenceville, NJ.

Law firm expands. Nason, Yeager,
Gerson, White & Lioce PA opened an of-
fice in Boca Raton.

In conjunction with the opening, John
J. Fumero was named as managing part-
ner in the new office.
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Cooperative funding enables reclaim water infrastructure in Volusia County
Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

The Volusia County Council voted
unanimously late last year to approve a
cost-share agreement with the St. Johns
River Water Management District for the
construction of pipeline for a reclaimed
water main interconnect with the city of
Sanford.

Improving the health of Central
Florida’s natural springs and the need for
more water for an ever-increasing popula-
tion were cited as the top reasons for the
cost-share project.

The funding will enable Volusia utili-

ties to expand reclaimed water availabil-
ity to residents in its southwest service area
where there is both demand and existing
pipelines in place for the improvement.

According to the water management
district web site, the district’s Spring Pro-
tection Initiative is designed to improve
the health of the springs and their related
systems.

The initiative includes water reclama-
tion projects that will decrease nitrate pol-
lution by reducing or eliminating waste-
water discharges, as well as protect spring
flows by reducing the demand for surface
and groundwater withdrawals.

The quantity of reclaimed water made
available from Sanford is estimated at 1.5
million gallons per day and will provide
additional benefits to the region, enabling
the county to provide reclaimed water for
Orange City and other municipalities
within the service area.

Adding interconnect transmission
pipelines to the reuse distribution systems
of the cities of DeLand and Deltona, and
Volusia County will cost $9.3 million.
Sanford is responsible for approximately
17 percent of the project and Volusia 83
percent.

The district will contribute over a mil-
lion dollars to Volusia County and
$235,000 to Sanford, as most of the
project’s infrastructure will be in the
county.

The project consists of 1,600 linear feet
of 20-inch diameter reclaimed transmis-
sion line from the Sanford North Water
Reclamation Facility to just south of the
St. Johns River at the U.S. 17/92 Bridge.

It will connect
with a 24-inch di-
ameter line hori-
zontally drilled
under the river.

The county
will construct a
13,000-linear-foot
transmission line
to the existing systems in place along
South Shell Road that serves Spring View,
Park View and the Reserve at DeBary sub-
divisions in southwest Volusia County.

It is anticipated that the project will be
put out to bid in early 2014, with comple-
tion expected by the end of the year.

Palm Beach plant rehab.  The sand
transfer plant at the southern tip of Singer
Island will receive partial reimbursement
for the cost of its 2009 rehabilitation.

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection awarded the town of
Palm Beach a $344,000 grant that will go
into the town’s Coastal Protection Fund.
The $2.5 million rehabilitation project was
partially funded by a $300,000 grant from
the Florida Inland Navigation District.

Located on the north side of the Palm
Beach Inlet, the plant is part of the town’s
Coastal Management Program. The plant
pumps between 100,000 and 225,000 cu-
bic yards of beach-quality sand beneath
the inlet and onto the town’s shoreline
south of the inlet.

In 1958, a contractor gutted the plant,
rehabilitated the concrete and installed
new machinery, electrical systems and a
new boom. The plant was also converted
from diesel to all electric power.

The plant was updated in 2009, but the
town was notified late last year that there
was an opportunity for a partial reimburse-
ment of the plant rehabilitation. The town’s
coastal coordinator, Rob Weber, responded
immediately to the opportunity for the
partial reimbursement of the project.

DEP to fund restoration work. The
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection selected nine projects that will re-
ceive federal funding to assist with pro-
tection and restoration of the state’s im-
periled waterways.

The $6.14 million in U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency grant money will
help finance projects that specifically tar-
get nonpoint source pollution.

Florida first implemented a stormwa-
ter management program in the 1970s and
was one of the first states to directly ad-
dress agricultural and urban nonpoint
source in its restoration program.

This federal funding enables the DEP
to provide local governments additional
targeted funding for restoration projects,
including environmental education and
community outreach.

The nine watershed projects that are
labeled high priority and targeted by the
DEP to receive funding will work in part-
nership with local efforts and include: res-
toration of the Indian River Lagoon, the
St. Lucie Estuary, Pensacola Bay, Wakulla
Springs, lakes in Ocklawaha and the Win-

ter Haven Chain of Lakes.
Some of the funding will be used to

construct stormwater ponds and to imple-
ment best management practices in beach
and coastal areas that will reduce pollu-
tion.

Participating communities contributed
more than $8.4 million to the federal funds,
exceeding the 40 percent match required
by the EPA, demonstrating an overall com-
mitment to improve the water quality in
Florida.

SRWMD, FWCC partner to restore
Bell Springs.  The Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management District and the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion are working together to restore the
natural flow and ecology of Bell Springs.

Acquired by the water management
district in 2008, the 54-acre Bell Springs
Tract, floodplains and natural systems dis-
charge about 350 gallons per minute to the
Suwannee River, just northeast of White

Springs.
Prior to the

district purchase
of the property,
the springs had
been converted
into a 1.3-acre
pond with two
smaller ponds.

The installation of earthen berms and
culverts to partition the spring run into
three distinct ponds caused the main pond
to become overrun by algae and the
smaller ponds to be dominated by duck-
weed.

The restoration effort includes remov-
ing the berms and relocating fill on site.
The artificial ponds will be filled and the
original spring run channel will be rees-
tablished. Native vegetation will be
planted along the spring run to prevent
erosion and to restore natural habitat for
wildlife.

Both the district and FWCC anticipate
the restoration project will bring back the
ecological integrity of Bell Springs
through the improvement of fish and wild-
life habitat, and the restoration of the natu-
ral hydrology.

FWCC provided funding for the topo-
graphic survey, construction services, and
planting of native trees and ground cover
vegetation, while the water district cov-
ered the engineering and design for the site
plans, the construction specifications and
drawings, and secured all permits for con-
struction.

Construction is anticipated in early
2014. Bell Springs will remain closed dur-
ing construction activities.

New Matanzas Riverkeeper.  In an
effort to bring a new focus and energy to
local efforts to protect the 23-mile
Matanzas River, Neil Armingeon, who
served for eight years as the St. Johns
Riverkeeper, will become the new
Matanzas Riverkeeper.

Armingeon said that his chief priority
will be protecting the river’s oyster beds,
which are threatened by pollution, sea
level rise and development.

Matanzas remains one of just three lo-
cal fisheries where shellfish may be safely
harvested and consumed. That makes the
Matanzas one of just 13 in the state where
the water is still clean and the food web is
intact.

SFWMD land exchange.  As part of
the comprehensive plan to achieve Ever-
glades water quality standards, the South
Florida Water Management District Gov-
erning Board will consider approval of a
land exchange necessary for the expansion
of a water-cleansing wetland.

With the land exchange, Stormwater
Treatment Area 1 West will expand from
6,700 acres to 11,300 acres of aquatic
plants that remove phosphorus and other
nutrients from water flowing south into the
Everglades.

The project is one of 10 components
in the state’s restoration plan to improve
Everglades water quality.

Now available on
Enviro-Net...

Full Access
to monthly issues of the
Florida Specifier on-line
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employees
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call John W. Lindsey, Jr.
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25-year employee, Kathy Dorris
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Draft report: Central Florida’s water consumption to increase substantially
By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

B y 2035, the St. Johns River Water
Management District expects wa-
ter consumption to increase by

314 million gallons per day more than the
current 1,250 mgd consumed. Drought
year consumption could increase demand
even more—up to as much as 466 mgd.

This statistic and more are included in
the water management district’s recently
released draft water supply plan.

Potable water consumption dominates
the district’s water use and is predicted to
increase 236 mgd or 38 percent more than
currently used. This is 57 percent of the
expected consumption increase across all
water use categories and more than all
other categories of water use combined.

In contrast, agricultural irrigation—the
district’s second largest water use—is ex-
pected to decrease by eight percent, ex-
cept during drought years. In those years,
consumption will be close to what it is now,
in spite of decreased land area devoted to
agriculture.

Across the district, the report predicts
an uneven areal distribution of future ag-
ricultural water use. While it will decrease
generally, the report predicts increases in
the Kissimmee area due to increased farm-
ing intensity there.

Four other categories of water use—
domestic self supply (from wells on prop-
erty), recreational self supply, commercial/
mining/industrial self supply and power
generation—are projected to increase in
percentage terms between 39 and 76 per-
cent.

But because their contribution to over-
all water use is small to begin with, mgd
equivalents are proportionally small.

Power generation use is predicted to in-
crease by 76 mgd.

Because so much of the SJRWMD’s
water use is for public water supply, popu-
lation increase is the primary demand
driver.

The primary obstacle to meeting de-
mands of increased population growth is
that surface and near surface groundwater
resources will be, according to the report,
insufficient to meet all of projected demand
while still leaving enough in the environ-
ment to meet minimum flow and level re-
quirements, and spring supply require-
ments.

Tom Bartol, assistant director of the
water management district’s Division of
Regulatory, Engineering and Environmen-
tal Services, said that effective allocation
of surface water and shallow aquifer sup-
plies is important to those who use it.

Water from those sources is preferred
because its high quality translates into the
least treatment, making it the least expen-
sive source. But over-utilization of shal-
low aquifers leads to decreasing water
quality, particularly because of increasing
chloride levels, rendering them less use-
ful without additional treatment.

Water conservation and reuse have
been very useful contributors to meeting
Florida’s water needs, especially for land-
scape irrigation. The report presents sce-
narios in which they could “provide” an
additional 46-120 mgd.

This is significant in the bigger picture
of needing an additional 236 mgd over the
next 20 years. The SJRWMD’s analysis
indicates that conservation and reuse will
make the largest overall contribution
through offsets to the public water supply
category.

The draft report includes a substantial
discussion of management techniques for
enhancing water resources. It notes that
while water conservation is a management
technique, the above figures show it will
be insufficient alone to supplement exist-
ing water resources.

In addition to conservation, aquifer re-
charge, aquifer storage and recovery, wet-
land hydration, water storage projects,
water supply optimization and intercon-
nection, and potable and nonpotable reuse
are on the table for consideration and use
to add new water to the district’s total in-
ventory.

The report notes that underlying the
need for planning is time. Exploitation of
alternative water sources inherent in many
of these water management scenarios re-
quires multiple years—typically three or
more—to move from idea to completed
project. The need for early planning is
implicit as a result.

Implementing specific techniques for
water resource management as character-
ized in the plan depends primarily on the
200 water utilities in the district that treat
and distribute water, Bartol noted.

He characterized these utilities as busi-
nesses that are interested in the lowest cost
option for developing water resources. He
said that the water management districts
do not directly stipulate through permits
what water sources a utility must choose,
but can offer cost-sharing agreements to
underwrite more expensive options.

By helping to pay for deeper wells and
facilities providing more extensive water
treatment from sources with poorer initial
quality, surface water supplies can be
spared. Second tier sources for water utili-
ties include brackish groundwater, deeper
strata of the Floridan Aquifer and seawa-
ter.

The current supply planning report is
the most extensive since the late 1990s,
said Bartol. The report this year reflects

some significant changes to the WMD’s
approach, compared to prior efforts.

Perhaps the biggest change is the divi-
sion of the district into four subregions for
planning purposes.

Region 1 and 3 are centered around
Jacksonville and Orlando, respectively.
Regions 2 and 4 include the remaining ar-
eas.

Topic presentation is similar for each
subregion and mirrors that of the discus-
sion for the district as a whole.

This organization greatly improves a
reader’s ability to consistently compare
each region with another, and focuses at-
tention on the most important water sup-
ply issues that a specific utility must con-
sider when planning expansion or siting a
new facility

Region 3, the area around metropoli-
tan Orlando, receives special focus in this
planning cycle because it is the fastest
growing area in the state. It is part of a
population corridor that spans parts of
three water management districts.

For the corridor from Orlando to St. Pe-
tersburg/Tampa, coordinating water devel-
opment is being managed through the Cen-
tral Florida Water Initiative Regional Wa-
ter Supply Plan. It includes SJRWMD’s
Region 3, plus the Southwest Florida
WMD and South Florida WMD.

The regional initiative is a separate
entity and is mentioned in the SJRWMD’s
planning, but not discussed. Bartol said
that when the initiative’s plan is approved
and implemented, parts that affect SJR-
WMD will be incorporated into its water
supply planning document.

The report mentions other significant
changes in water resource management.
First, water use caution area designations
have been discontinued. Rule changes will
allow the district to use authority over a
broader area.

Climate change is discussed more ex-
tensively and with stronger assertion that
it is exerting mostly undesirable influences
on Florida’s water resources. The report
describes observations and monitoring of
effects, but no regulation or anticipated
management strategies are mentioned.

Like all planning over long time inter-
vals, predictions and proposals are based
on some assumptions. That per capita daily
water consumption rates will stay the same,
or even decrease somewhat, is one on
which this report is based.

For the past 15 years, total water con-
sumption in the district has increased only
slightly in spite of substantial population
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“Standing firm on any ground.”

Monroe County canal cleanup project set to kick off in February
By DBy DBy DBy DBy DAN MILLAN MILLAN MILLAN MILLAN MILLOTTOTTOTTOTTOTT

T he long process of identifying the
level of impaired water quality in
502 Florida Keys’ canals is near-

ing conclusion with the initial phase of the
cleanup set to start in February.

In January, the Monroe County Com-
mission opened bids for the initial engi-
neering and design contract, expected to
be awarded in February.

The project will start with work on
eight “demonstration’ canals that were se-
lected after a two-year assessment process.

Rhonda Haag, Monroe County’s sus-
tainability program manager, said the green
light to proceed came in December when
the county commission approved $3.3 mil-
lion to fund the demonstration projects.

The demonstration canals dot the land-
scape from Key Largo in the Upper Keys
to Big Pine Key in the lower Middle Keys.

Haag said the canal master plan got
underway in March, 2012, with a $100,000
grant from the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection, later supplemented
with a $100,000 grant from the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in Septem-
ber, 2012.

Those grants jump-started a process of
inspecting all 502 canals and establishing

a priority list for cleanup.
“We looked at canals throughout the

county including those in municipalities,”
she said. “We measured the depth of each
canal and checked the water quality of each
one.”

After the extensive canal tour, three pri-
ority rankings were established for canals.
Canals classified as “poor” numbered 131;
180 were rated as only “fair,” and the re-
maining were judged to be “good.”

Until May, 2013, the canal restoration
program was operated on grant money
alone until the county approved $37,000
to hire AMEC Environment and Infrastruc-
ture to do a more detailed study to select
the canals that would be part of the dem-
onstration project.

Haag said the goal was to whittle down
the list of canals to include the top 15 to
focus on first. Those canals would be des-
ignated for the Water Quality Protection
Program Action Plan.

She said five types of approaches
would be used in the canals selected, in-
cluding weed barriers, organic removal,
culvert installation, pumping and backfill-
ing.

In October, the report from AMEC was
received and the county commission ap-
proved six canals for the demonstration

projects. They later added a seventh be-
cause they wanted a canal with weed bar-
rier technology in the group.

Haag said that since then, some addi-
tional grant money came in so an eighth
canal was added.

In some cases, demonstration canals
would use two technologies so they wanted
to have at least a single canal where only
one type of each technology would be
implemented.

The $3.3 million approved by the
county commission will come from Mon-
roe County’s tourist development tax, the
same source that pays for the tourism ad-
vertising campaigns.

In late 2012, the county considered the
possibility of sending the bill for cleanup
to the property owners along canals. But
since then, county fathers decided to pick
up the tab.

The commission also decided to pick
up the maintenance costs for each of the
demonstration projects for two years. Af-
ter that time, the homeowner groups will
pay for canal maintenance.

While the county commission did ap-
prove the $3.3 million, additional money
could be tapped, up to $1.7 million more.

Construction is expected to start in July,
2014, and be completed by year’s end.

That timetable is dependent on the
speed of the permitting process through the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection,
the South Florida Water Management Dis-

trict, Monroe County and the cities in the
incorporated areas where the demonstra-
tion canals are located.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has also shown interest in the
project. Haag said that a $300,000 federal
grant was approved in September to moni-
tor canal water quality in the seagrasses
before and after construction.

Ultimately, Monroe County would like
to get restoration money for all the canals
in bad shape, but that is a costly proposi-
tion. With that as a goal, they have applied
for $30 million from the restoration fund
connected to the BP oil spill.

The movement on canal restoration was
great news to Chris Bergh, Florida Keys
program manager for The Nature Conser-
vancy.

“Since the area has made great strides
on wastewater projects that have protected
the environment, this is another step for-
ward,” Bergh said.

Gus Rios, environmental administrator
in the Marathon office of DEP’s South
District, is also looking forward to the
project’s results.

“The results of these demonstration
projects will be used to determine if the
technologies are successful to improve
water quality and to compile information
on actual restoration costs that can be used
by Monroe County and other local gov-
ernments to apply for future grant appli-
cations to state and federal sources,” Rios
said.

Conservation amendment on its
way to 2014 ballot inclusion

By BLBy BLBy BLBy BLBy BLANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDYYYYY, PG, PG, PG, PG, PG

In near unprecedented unison, Florida
environmental groups and related or-
ganizations banned together to cre-

ate an action committee to amend the
state’s constitution.

The Florida Water and Land Legacy
Committee, initiated by The Trust for Pub-
lic Lands, Audubon Florida, the Florida
Wildlife Federation, the Sierra Club, 1,000
Friends of Florida and others joined in
hopes of reestablishing dedicated state
funding for water, land and resource con-
servation.

“343 organization have now endorsed
the amendment, from garden clubs to
prominent environmental law practices,
and including fourteen newspapers such
as the Miami Herald, Orlando Sentinel and
Tallahassee Democrat,” said Pegeen
Hanrahan, the conservation committee’s
campaign manager.

If approved by voters this fall, the con-
servation amendment would set aside one-
third of the existing documentary stamp
tax paid when real estate is sold, provid-
ing over $10 billion annually for conser-
vation through the Florida Forever pro-
gram over the next 20 years.

There would be no tax increase to
Florida’s citizens as the revenue already
exists and was utilized for two decades for
this purpose. Florida’s Supreme Court
agreed the amendment meets the legal re-
quirements for placement on the 2014 bal-
lot earlier this year.

Although the amendment has garnered
support from a broad collation, it is not
without opposition.

Florida’s Agriculture Commissioner
Adam Putnam, some members of the
House of Representatives and the Florida
Chamber of Commerce are among those
in opposition of the amendment.

“The leadership of the campaign took
the opportunity to discuss the chamber’s
opposition,” said  Hanrahan. “The cham-
ber has a history of supporting programs
the amendment will fund.”

Hanrahan said that the collation was
not eager to start a campaign requiring
60 percent of voters to support the pro-
posal.

According to Hanrahan, the chamber
generally believes that if a problem can be
solved legislatively, then the constitution
should not be amended. “The chamber un-
derstands the importance of clean water,
clean air, and protection of lands,” she said.

“(From 2009 through 2013), we tried
to convince the Legislature of the value of
these programs—to provide adequate
funding for these programs—and were not
successful,” she said.

“Beginning in 2009, every one of the
legislative sessions cut funds to Florida
Forever. Funding is now at an average 96
percent less since 2009—too big a cut.
There were no funds allocated in some of
those years.”

Conservation initiatives have been a
priority in the state for the last four de-
cades. Prior to 2009, $300 million per year
was allocated for water, land and resource
conservation.

The Florida Water and Land Legacy
Committee has collected more than enough
signatures supporting the inclusion of the
amendment on the November ballot.
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We’re packing up the Florida
Remediation Conference again

and taking it on the road to South
Florida this spring for our 3rd

Annual FRC-South Conference—
this time to the Bahia Mar on Fort

Lauderdale Beach on May 8-9,
2014.

We plan to serve up a day and
a half of technical sessions on soil

and groundwater cleanup, with
an emphasis on the unique

geology and regulatory frame-
work of

South Florida.

We have started accepting 250-
word abstracts on the subjects

listed to the right. E-mail
abstracts to Mike Eastman,

conference manager, at
mreast@enviro-net.com.

Questions about the technical
program agenda?

E-mail the above address or
call us at (407) 671-7777.

Technical sessions will focus on soil,
groundwater and surface water cleanup
projects and case studies dealing with:

Trends in site assessment and characterization
Biological treatment technologies
Chemical treatment technologies
Physical treatment technologies

Management and policy initiatives
and much more

Deadline for abstracts:
Feb. 15, 2014

Act now!

Bahia Mar • Fort Lauderdale Beach
May 8-9, 2014

Call for Papers

Booth Space Expanded
You’re invited to join us as an exhibi-

tor or sponsor at the conference and
take advantage of a number of oppor-
tunities to promote your technologies
and services to professionals working
in the soil and groundwater cleanup
industry in South Florida.

Current Exhibitor/Sponsor List
Accutest Labs

Advanced Environmental Labs
Alpha & Omega Training & Comp.

BakerCorp
Carbon Service & Equipment Co.
Carbonair Environmental Systems

Cascade Drilling
Clark Environmental

Clean Earth Inc.
Cliff Berry

Earth Tech Drilling
Env. Risk Information Service

Enviroprobe Service
EnviroTek

EQ-The Environmental Quality Co.
EOS Remediation
ESC Lab Sciences

Florida-Spectrum Env. Services
Flowers Chemical Labs

FMC Environmental Solutions
Geotech Environmental Equipment

GWTTI
Handex Consulting & Remediation

JRW Bioremediation
Jupiter Environmental Labs

Monarch Environmental
Pace Analytical Services

Palm Beach Environmental Labs
Performance Technologies

Periodic Products
Pine Environmental Services

Regenesis
Terrasonic International

Waste Management
ZEBRA Environmental Corp.

Just a few spaces still left. Contact Mike Eastman at
(407) 671-7777 or mreast@enviro-net.com for more information

Abstract Deadline

Extended

Plans in place for
Crystal River plant
decommissioning

By PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHI

E nvironmental safeguards will be
fully addressed during the closure
of the Crystal River nuclear plant

on Florida’s Gulf Coast, said the company
behind the decommissioning of the facil-
ity.

Duke Energy officials said the plant
will be placed in a safe, stable condition
for decades until decommissioning work
is completed in 2074.

The estimated decommissioning cost is
$1.18 billion, but the utility’s customers
will not have to foot the bill, according to
company officials.

“Radiological and environmental
monitoring will continue during the entire
decommissioning process to ensure safety
and environmental protection,” said Duke
Energy Communications Specialist
Heather Danenhower.

The plant is located about 85 miles
north of Tampa on Florida’s Gulf Coast. It
operated from 1977 to 2009.

The plant went into service in March,
1977, generating an average 860 mega-
watts of electricity. It is co-located with
four coal-fired units at the Crystal River
Energy Complex, a 4,700-acre site—the
largest energy complex in Duke’s Florida
system.

Duke first discovered problems with
the plant while officials were replacing two
500-ton steam generators during a sched-
uled maintenance and refueling outage in
October, 2009. Engineers discovered a
separation of concrete within the contain-
ment building that surrounds the reactor
vessel, Danenhower said.

Although crews successfully repaired
the damage, additional separation was dis-
covered in two different areas of the con-
tainment building in 2011, she said.

After completing a comprehensive
study of costs, risks and other factors, the
company determined that retiring the plant
instead of replacing the building was best
option for customers and shareholders.

Estimates to repair the building reached
as high as $3.4 billion. Duke decided to
shut down the plant rather than fix it and
risk a failure.

Duke recently submitted its decommis-
sioning plan to the U.S. Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission. The plan includes a de-
commissioning description, cost estimate
and schedule. It also includes a manage-
ment strategy for storing used nuclear fuel.

The cost of the decommissioning will
be spread between the current decommis-
sioning fund, along with the interest the
fund will earn in the coming decades, and
the plant’s other owners.

The decommissioning fund currently
stands at about $780 million. The money
is used to manage spent fuel stored at the
site, dismantle the plant and cleanup any
contaminants found.

Duke officials said no additional ex-
penses will be borne by Florida customers
to supplement the nuclear decommission-
ing trust fund.

Danenhower said Duke is using a
method called safe storage. In safe stor-
age, a nuclear facility is left intact or may
be partially dismantled to decontaminate
the facility over time.

She said that putting the plant in safe
storage will save millions in up-front costs
while letting natural decay do most of the
decontamination.

Duke owns about 92 percent of the
plant. Municipal utilities own the rest.

Terry Hobbs, Duke Energy’s Crystal
River decommissioning director, said that
decommissioning the Crystal River nuclear
plant will be a well-defined process.

About 275 employees work at the plant
in addition to security personnel.

Duke Energy has also submitted the
plan to the Florida Public Service Com-
mission.

NUCLEARNUCLEARNUCLEARNUCLEARNUCLEAR
Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 16age 16age 16age 16age 16



Florida Specifier8 February  2014

Six Labs Means More Local Service and Faster TAT

Florida’s Largest Laboratory Network

Government rule changes play havoc with your business and
staff. The economy has changed both business models and

peoples’ lives. Many subcontractors have been sold or changed
names, and more still will. Regardless of what changes come, AEL
will continue to be there for all our clients, tomorrow and beyond.

Count on it  ...  Count on us.

Jacksonville - (904) 363-9350
Jason Gebhardt - jgebhardt@aellab.com

Paul Gunsaulies - pgunsaulies@aellab.com

Gainesville - (352) 377-2349
Karen Daniels - kdaniels@aellab.com

Beth Elton - belton@aellab.com

Miami - (954) 889-2288
Kimberly Kostzer  - kkostzer@aellab.com

Wayne Khan - wkhan@aellab.com
Tiffany Mackie - tmackie@aellab.com

Orlando - (407) 937-1594
Myrna Santiago - msantiago@aellab.com

Sheila Wilcox - swilcox@aellab.com

Tallahassee - (850) 219-6274
Tim Preston - tpreston@aellab.com

Tampa - (813) 630-9616
Michael Cammarata - mcammarata@aellab.com

Wes Tyler - wtyler@aellab.com

When all else changes, you can count on AEL

Floating Treatment Wetlands...
Call for pricing.

(386) 428-8578

3637 State Road 44, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168  •  www.beemats.com  •  beemats@gmail.com

GRU may challenge minimum flows and levels for Lower Santa Fe,
Ichetucknee riversBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORD

T he North Florida Utility Coordi-
nation Group—nine utilities with
permits from the St. Johns River

Water Management District to pump
groundwater to supply the public—wants
the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection to delay the establishment of
minimum flows and levels for the Lower
Santa Fe and Ichetucknee rivers.

MFLs are the lowest levels of water
that a river, spring or stream can have with-
out significant environmental harm.

If the state does not delay the process,

the utilities are contemplating a challenge
to the MFLs.

Today, both the Ichetucknee and the
Lower Santa Fe are already impacted by
low flows and high nutrient levels. Both
are currently at flows and levels below the
proposed MFLs.

According to the state, the current flow
in the Lower Santa Fe River is 11 million
gallons a day less than needed, and the
Ichetucknee flow deficit is two million
gallons a day.

Gainesville Regional Utilities is cur-

rently seeking a new 20-year public sup-
ply permit to withdraw up to 30 million
gallons a day of groundwater from the
aquifer.

One of the issues with MFLs is juris-
dictional. While GRU would receive its
permit from the SJRWMD for groundwa-
ter from the area of the utility’s Murphree
wellfield, flow is toward the Santa Fe
River, which is in the Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-trict’s region.

GRU anticipates receiving its permit
before MFLs are established and wants
more details from the state on possible re-
quirements and their costs.

“There isn’t an understanding of what
it’s going to take to meet that regulatory
standard,” said Rick Hutton, a supervis-
ing engineer at GRU. “Our big concern is:
Is there going to be a need to do some re-
ally expensive projects to do this and is
that the right way to do it?

“The utilities feel the current method-
ology for determining MFLs overestimates
the impact of groundwater pumping and
overestimates the effects of weather cycles
and drought on the rivers and springs,” he
added.

The utilities’ projected costs could
reach close to $1 billion if alternate water
sources are needed. Possible alternatives
include a desalination plant on the East
Coast for Jacksonville, along with other
utilities and GRU combining funds to
cover the costs of pumping water out of
the Lower Suwannee River and then send-
ing it via pipeline to a reservoir to replen-
ish the aquifer.

Some advocacy groups and environ-
mental professionals see it differently.

Audubon Florida, the Howard T. Odum
Florida Springs Institute and Alachua
County’s Environmental Protection De-
partment all agree that it is well past time
to do something to ensure the protection
of the Ichetucknee and Lower Santa Fe riv-
ers, and something is better than nothing.

“I think everybody from the environ-
mental side is concerned they (MFLs) may
not be strong enough,” said Charles Lee,
director of advocacy for Audubon Florida.
“With that said, they are still the best game
in town.”

The process of setting MFLs was jump-
started several years ago by environmen-
tal activists who pushed for better water
quality by establishing protections for the
Ichetucknee and Lower Santa Fe rivers.

The past two years have been the most
instrumental with the Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management District working in close
coordination with the Florida Department

of Environmental Protection to set levels.
Alachua County Environmental Pro-

tection Director Chris Bird said that his
staff would recommend that the county
commission support the MFLs currently
proposed.

“There have been delays and they are
finally trying to do it,” said Bird. “We need
to go ahead and adopt these now and im-
mediately start working to make them
better...get something in place.

“To continue to delay is not the right
course because then there is no recovery
plan. To get to where we need to go is go-
ing to take years. The longer we wait, it’s
only going to make it more expensive and
more difficult.”

Bob Knight, president of the Howard
T. Odum Florida Springs Institute, also
supports setting the MFLs and argues that
the county and city should push for the
state to not only revise, but to strengthen
the protection.

“It will be an embarrassment if Gaines-
ville is aligned with and helps to fund any
utilities who are planning to challenge the
Suwannee River Water Management
District’s MFLs because they are too re-
strictive,” Knight wrote in an e-mail to city
commissioners late last year. “Such a chal-
lenge would be a denial of our collective
role in depleting the aquifer and the springs
that are dependent upon it.

“Rather than participate in a legal chal-
lenge, he continued, “the city of Gaines-
ville should insist that the district revise
the MFLs to make them more restrictive.”

City commissioners received com-
ments from Knight and Lee prior to a com-
missioner meeting late last year, where the
vote to request a delay in setting the MFLs
was on the agenda.

GRU staff had recommended that if the
state did not agree to the delay, the city
should consider joining Jacksonville’s util-
ity and other members of the North Florida
Utility Coordination Group in filing a chal-
lenge against the MFLs.

But after a meeting between GRU staff,
water management representatives and
DEP officials, GRU staff pulled the item
from the agenda.

GRU officials hope to resolve their
concerns through meetings, but may re-
quest authorization to participate in a le-
gal challenge at a later date if the issues
are not addressed to their satisfaction.

State officials have agreed to extend the
time period for providing feedback on the
proposed MFLs and forwarded a final re-
port for review by the University of Florida
Water Institute.

The DEP plans to move forward with
the established MFLs through the rulemak-
ing process.

Opportunity available for
agricultural assistance

Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

The 2008 Farm Bill was recently
granted an extension by Congress, allow-
ing the USDA Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service in Florida to give farmers
and ranchers an additional opportunity to
improve water and air quality, build
healthier soil, conserve energy and achieve
other environmental benefits.

Producers now have extra time to sub-
mit applications to help them get started
implementing practices to benefit natural
resources in their operations.

Producers may apply for conservation
technical assistance and possible financial
assistance under the Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program and the Wildlife
Habitat Incentive Program. Applications
must be filed no later than Feb. 21, 2014,
to be eligible for this year’s funding.

Although applications are accepted on
a continuous basis, the February 21 date
has been set to make FY 2014 funding de-
cisions for these special initiatives.

Additional information on NRCS, con-
servation assistance and available pro-
grams is available at www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov
or at local USDA/NRCS offices.
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Niagara CUP now
under consideration
By SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORDBy SUSAN TELFORD

N iagara Bottling Co. pumps hun-
dreds of thousands of gallons of
water out of the same aquifer that

supplies drinking water to many Floridians
and then sells it—most likely to a lot of
Floridians.

But now at a time when residents are
told to conserve water, the company wants
to withdraw even more. And that has some
citizens concerned.

Niagara has bumped its consumptive
use permit application to the St. Johns
River Water Management District from
484,000 gallons per day to 910,000 gpd,
mitigating for the huge increase by tapping
the Lower Floridan Aquifer, while reduc-
ing its Upper Floridan withdrawals.

Consistent with one of the strategies be-
ing developed by the Central Florida Wa-
ter Initiative, Niagara applied to the dis-
trict on Sept. 13, 2013, to renew and
modify its CUP.

The Lower Floridan is separated from
the Upper Floridan by different layers and
in between the layers are semi-confining
layers—pockets that hold water. Because
the Lower Floridan holds more water, this
withdrawal request would allegedly have
less impact than the currently permitted
levels drawn from the Upper Floridan.

District staff determined that the appli-
cation met district permitting criteria and
recommended that the district’s governing
board approve a 20-year permit for Niagara
at the board’s Jan. 14, 2014, meeting.

But according to the district’s web site,
the application will not be considered un-
til the Feb. 11, 2014, governing board
meeting in Palatka.

The district received a time frame
waiver from the applicant on Jan. 9 allow-
ing district staff additional time to evalu-
ate feedback on the application—and the
Clermont South Lake Press gave the dis-
trict immediate feedback.

“We’d like St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District officials to provide a
fuller explanation of their decision to rec-
ommend approval of a request by
Groveland’s Niagara Bottling Company,”
wrote representatives of the Clermont
South Lake Press late last year. “We’re not
taking a stand on district officials’ deci-
sion, but against the backdrop of wide-
scale water conservation measures, we be-
lieve the public deserves a broader expla-
nation.”

The request for an explanation was
simple. “By comparison to some nearby
water users, such as municipalities and
community developers, Niagara’s water
draw is relatively insignificant. But a closer
examination of Niagara’s sheer numbers
alone begs the questions: Why? And why
now? Homeowners are told they can only
water on certain days, and public groups
are constantly spreading the conservation
message.”

Niagara is one of seven bottled water
operations permitted in the 18-county St.
Johns River Water Management District.
The company complied with every require-
ment before doing business in Groveland.

However, Woodlands community resi-
dents who live proximate to the bottling
plant want a closer examination of water
use in the area and its impact on the envi-
ronment.

“You know, Florida’s having a prob-
lem already with low water levels and
droughts. What worries me is (what hap-
pens) if you start taking gallons and gal-
lons of water out of here,” said Woodlands
community resident Charles Franklin, who
has seen the area slowly drying up around
his neighborhood in Groveland.

Residents in South Lake are also con-
cerned that Niagara is asking for additional
capacity at a time when residents are be-
ing asked to conserve more.

Locals also commented on the timeli-
ness of the permit application, noting that
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• Quality carbon and multi-media products
• Purchase & rental of remediation equipment and systems

including installation & setup
• Turn-key non-hazardous & hazardous on-site spent

carbon and multi-media change out services
• Reactivation of spent carbon

Carbon Service & Equipment Co.

**    CSEC Florida Office   **
Jennifer Lalli Belmore

jbelmore@carbonservice.net
Phone: 407-313-9113  •  Fax: 407-313-9114

**    CSEC Southeastern Office   **
H.W. Harter III

hwharter@carbonservice.net
Phone: 803-447-0888  •  Fax: 803-791-6090

Servicing sites throughout Florida and the U.S.

• Quality carbon and multi-media products & equipment
• Sale & rental of remediation & dewatering equipment
and systems including installation and system start-up
• Turn-key non-hazardous & hazardous on-site spent

carbon and multi-media change out service
• Reactivation of spent carbon

**  CSEC Florida Office **

Jennifer Lalli Belmore
jbelmore@carbonservice.net

Phone: 407-313-9113

**  CSEC Southeastern Office **

H.W. Harter III
hwharter@carbonservice.net

Phone: 803-447-0888

**  CSEC Corporate Office **

Shelly Bazzoli
sbazzoli@carbonservice.net

Phone: 724-222-3334
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When all else changes, you can coun

100 Kid E l l is  Road  |   Mulberry, F lor ida 33860  |   PH: 863.425.9600  |   FAX: 863.425.9620

800.532.5008
CUSTOMDRILLING.NETstjohnsriverkeeper.org/join

“Clean water is the lifeblood of 
Florida’s economy and essential 
to our health and quality of life. 
We cannot afford to sacrifice our 
valuable water resources for the 
politics of the moment and  
the fortunes of a few.”

PROTECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

GOOD FOR OUR RIVER.
GOOD FOR YOUR BUSINESS.

ST. JOHNS RIVERKEEPER
FOR THE RIVER. BY THE PEOPLE.

The St. Johns Riverkeeper
Lisa Rinaman

Celebrating over 40 years of service in:
•Consulting & Remediation

•Construction & UST Removals

•Site Assessments / Brownfields

•System Design, Installation, O&M

•Sludge Dewatering

•Mobile Remediation / Drilling

•Health & Safety / Mold Remediation

•Emergency Response / 365-24-7

•LSSI / Petroleum Restoration Program

Handex Consulting & Remediation SE, LLC

Orlando Headquarters:
1350 Orange Avenue, Suite 101
Winter Park, FL 32789
Phone: 321-441-9801
iheath@handexmail.com

Additional Florida Offices:
Fort Lauderdale
Gainesville
North Miami
Tallahassee
Tampa

www.hcr-llc.com

S O U T H E A S T

Miami identifies two additional
parks with contamination

By DBy DBy DBy DBy DAN MILLAN MILLAN MILLAN MILLAN MILLOTTOTTOTTOTTOTT

T he city of Miami has now identi-
fied and closed two additional
parks where soil contamination

has been found.
In late December, potential soil con-

tamination was found in Billy Rolle
Domino Park in Coconut Grove and
Southside Park in the Brickell area of the
city.

The two parks will remain closed until
the city and  Miami-Dade County’s De-
partment of Environmental Resource Man-
agement can analyze samples to determine
their next course of action.

Assistant City Manager Alice Bravo
said that all 112 of the city’s parks have
been field inspected. In addition, they have
used aerial photography to determine if
contamination is present.

“In the case of Douglas Park that was
closed in November, we found traces of
melted glass in the park,” she said.

Contamination was found in two other
parks–Merrie Christmas and Blanche Park
–earlier in the year. Merrie Christmas is
still closed but Blanche Park, outfitted with
artificial turf and clean top soil, remains
open.

Blanche Park was at the center of scru-
tiny when the city scheduled a Dec. 10
public meeting.

At that meeting, findings from a report
by Florida Department of Health State
Toxicologist Kendra Goff were presented
by Wilbur Mayorga, PE, chief of Miami-
Dade County DERM.

The report was a review of tests made
in Blanche Park by SCS ES Consultants,
the firm retained by the city to assess the

parks’ levels of contamination.
The site assessment report addendum

concluded that while some level of con-
tamination was found in Blanche Park, it
did not reach a level that poses health risks
to adults or children.

The report concluded that if a 99-pound
child played in the park for 250 days out
of a year and absorbed 50 milligrams of
soil every day for 14 years, they would be
in no danger of becoming sick.

Despite opinions from a team of doc-
tors from the University of Miami Medi-
cal School that concurred with the report,
some local residents remain skeptical.

Samir Elmir, PhD, PE, division direc-
tor, environmental health and engineering
at the Miami-Dade Health Department,
said that conclusions reached in the report
leaned toward the conservative approach,
relying on federal standards.

Because the city had installed new turf
in Blanche Park, Elmir had asked for tests
of the soil below the turf so a better pic-
ture of conditions could be ascertained.

In the eight-page report presented by
Mayorga, the levels of PCB’s, dioxins, cad-
mium, iron, barium, copper, antimony and
arsenic were discussed. All the compounds
listed were found to be below health bench-
mark standards and were unlikely to cause
illness.

City Commissioner Marc Sarnoff,
whose district includes most of the parks
identified with contamination, said the city
is producing a report with recommenda-
tions for cleanup.

Harry James, the city’s environmental
compliance coordinator, said that report
will probably be completed and submitted
to DERM be early February.

Stakeholder group formed to address
saltwater intrusion issues

Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

The Southwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District is seeking interested parties
for an informal working group from Mana-
tee and Sarasota counties to help establish
a strategy for dealing with saltwater intru-
sion.

“One of the goals we need to achieve
in the next 12 years is to reduce the rate of
saltwater intrusion into the aquifer to pro-
tect the quality of the groundwater,” said
Tara Poulton, SWFWMD’s government
affairs program manager.

Referring to the migration of saltwater
into freshwater aquifers, district officials
have asked Manatee County to appoint

representatives who can sit on a commit-
tee that will prioritize projects that could
best achieve that goal.

“The water district is seeking interested
parties for an informal working group from
the most affected areas,” said Terri Beh-
ling, the district’s external affairs manager.

Four meetings are scheduled to present
information and findings, and get input on
what projects are already in the works and
potential projects to consider.

The group would first evaluate and
make recommendations about long-term
strategies in the most affected coastal ar-
eas, and then evaluate and make recom-
mendations about a specific area in Cen-
tral Florida along the Lake Wales Ridge.
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Calendar

Michael R. Eastman
Publisher/Editor
Goldenrod, FL

mreast@enviro-net.com

The Florida Specifier welcomes columns,
articles and letters to the editor on any subject
or issue pertinent to the environmental, regula-
tory and technical areas the newspaper covers.
We reserve the right to edit all submissions for
newspaper style and publish submissions on a
space-available basis.

P.O. Box 2175
Goldenrod, FL 32733

April 7-10, 2014, St. Petersburg, FL

Sponsored by the City of St. Petersburg and the
Tampa Bay Association of Environmental Professionals

Workshops
• NEPA Implementation I and II

• Visualization
• Exotic Species Impacts on Native Species

• Career Development

Tracks
• Cultural Resources

• Remediation
• Brownfields
• Wetlands
• Wildlife

• Oceans/Coastal
• Visual Resources

• Transportation
• Water Quality
• NEPA/PD&E

• Climate
• Sustainability

• Geology/Subsurface
• Water Resources

• Land Management
• Rules and Regulations

Keynote Speakers
Barry Schoch

Secretary of PennDOT
Carlton Ward

Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition
Ron Hetrick

Allegis Group Services

Presidential Dinner at the
Salvador Dali Museum—an

exclusive dinner that will include
complete museum access.

For more information and to register:
www.naep.org/2014-conference

Questions?
Contact Donna Carter at
naepfl@verizon.net or

call (863) 949-0262

nt on AEL

February

FEB. 4-5 – Course: Water Reclamation & Treatment
Processes, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 6 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifica-
tion Review, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 6 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifica-
tion Review, Destin, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 6 – Course: Asbestos Refresher: Worker,
Gainesville, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 7 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifica-
tion Exam, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 7 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifica-
tion Exam, Destin, FL. Presented by the University
of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or
visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 8-16 – Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, Jacksonville,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.
ufl.edu.

FEB. 8-16 – Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, Tampa, FL.
Presented by the University of Florida TREEO Cen-
ter. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 8 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifica-
tion Review, Bradenton, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 8-13 – Meeting: Society of Range Manage-
ment’s 67th Annual International meeting, Technical
Training & Trade Show, Orlando, FL. Call (303) 986-
3309 or visit www.ragelands.org/orlando2014.

FEB. 10-14 – Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, Destin, FL.
Presented by the University of Florida TREEO Cen-
ter. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 11-12 – Symposium: University of Florida
Water Institute Symposium, Gainesville, FL. Hosted
by the University of Florida and sponsored by Duke
Energy. Call (352) 392-5893 or visit water
institute.ufl.edu.

FEB. 11-13 – Course: Train the Trainer: How to
Design & Deliver Effective Training, Gainesville,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.
ufl.edu.

FEB. 12 – Course: 4-Hour Refresher Course for Spot-
ters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Stations,
Gainesville, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 12 – Course: Spotter Training for Solid Waste
Facilities, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 14 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Review, Venice, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 15 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Venice, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 15 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Bradenton, FL. Presented by the Uni-

versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 18 – Course: Asbestos Refresher: Inspector,
Gainesville, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 18 – Course: Asbestos Refresher: Management
Planner, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 18 – Course: Lead Refresher: Supervisor/Con-
tractor, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the University
of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or
visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 19 – Course: Asbestos Refresher: Contractor/
Supervisor, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 19 – Course: 8-Hour Training Course for Spot-
ters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Stations,
Gainesville, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 19 – Conference: FGWA Legislative Confer-
ence, Tallahassee, FL. Presented by the Florida
Ground Water Association. Call (850) 205-5641 or
visit www.fgwa.org.

FEB. 19-21 – Course: Initial Training Course for
Landfill Operators and C&D Sites, Gainesville, FL.
Presented by the University of Florida TREEO Cen-
ter. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 20 – Course: Asbestos Refresher: Worker
Trainer, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 20-22 – Conference: Public Interest Environ-
mental Conference, University of Florida Levin Col-
lege of Law, Gainesville, FL. Call (352) 392-1701.

FEB. 21-22 – Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Repair and Maintenance Training and Certifica-
tion, Venice, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 23-26 – Conference: 2014 Geo-Congress: Geo-
Characterization and Modeling for Sustainability,
Atlanta, GA. Presented by the Geo-Institute of the
American Society of Civil Engineers. Call (703) 295-
6350.

FEB. 24 – Course: Basic Water and Wastewater Pump
Maintenance, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 24-28 – Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Tester Training and Certification, West Palm
Beach, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 25-28 – Course: Water Distribution Systems
Operator Level 2 & 3 Training, Gainesville, FL. Pre-
sented by the University of Florida TREEO Center.
Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

FEB. 25-28 – Course: Wastewater Class C Certifi-
cation Review, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the

University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

March

MAR. 1 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Review, Tampa, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 2 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Tampa, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 3 – Course: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Review, Altamonte Springs, FL. Presented by
the University of Florida TREEO Center. (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 3 – Course: U.S. DOT Hazardous Materials/
Waste Transportation, Orlando, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 3-5 – Course: SWANA’s Integrated Solid
Waste Management Training Course, Silver Spring,
MD. Presented by the Solid Waste Association of
North America. Call 1-800-467-9262 or visit
swana.org.

MAR. 4 – Course: Hazardous Waste Regulations for
Generators, Orlando, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570 or
visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 4 – Course: Refresher Training Course for

Experienced Solid Waste Operators- 8 Hour, Or-
lando, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 4 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Operators- 4 Hour, Or-
lando, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 4 – Course: 8-Hour Training Course for Spot-
ters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Stations,
Orlando, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570.

MAR. 4-5 – Course: Initial Training Course for
Transfer Station Operators and Materials Recovery
Facilities- 16 Hour, Orlando, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 4-6 – Course: Initial Training Course for Land-
fill Operators and C&D Sites- 24 Hour, Orlando, FL.
Presented by the University of Florida TREEO Cen-
ter. (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 4-5 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Operators- 16 Hour, Or-
lando, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

MAR. 4-5 – Course: Initial Training for Operators
of Landfills and Waste Processing Facilities, Orlando,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

Landfill Design and Construction
March 17-20, 2014   -  Orlando, FL   - $795  -  CEUs 3.2

Four full days of the essential elements of designing and building a landfill:

· Design examples for liner and cover systems
· Geosynthetic properties
· Interpreting soil tests
· Geotextiles
· Leachate collection
· Settlement and stability issues

For those that need a Refresher or are New to Solid Waste

www.treeo.ufl.edu

352-392-9570 ext 227    •    djenkins@treeo.ufl.edu
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Environmental Services

Hollywood, FL • Moorestown, NJ • Lakeland, FL
(800) 596-7472 • info@enviroprobe.com

Geoprobe Sampling
Monitoring Wells
Private Utility Locating
Ground Penetrating Radar
Geophysical Services

Prompt. Accurate. At a Fair Price.
• Solid & Chemical Materials
• Non-Potable Water
• Hazardous Waste
• Pesticides & PCBs
• Petroleum Waste
• Chapter 62-713, FAC
• EPA Method 18
• and more...

(863) 686-4271
www.lakelandlabs.com

Susan Bostian, P.E.
susan@innoveatech.com

(919) 342-2944
www.innoveatech.com

Clear  Solutions  for
Remediation Professionals

Environmental Remediation Services, Inc.
760 Talleyrand Ave.

Jacksonville, FL 32202
(800) 718-5598  •  (904) 791-9992

www.ersfl.com

•24/7 Emergency Spill Response
•Site Remediation Contractor
•Industrial Cleaning
•Vacuum Truck/Tanker
Transportation

•Hazardous/Nonhaz Waste
•Drum Disposal
•Roll-Off Transportation
•Licensed UST Contractor
PCC 048415

� Geoprobe Services � Geophysical Services
� Environmental Drilling � Geotechnical Drilling

Certified Florida MBE
David Harro
Florida Licensed Drilling Contractor #9204
(727) 647-2758  •  david.harro@geo3group.com

ZEBRA
TAMPA FL: (813) 626 - 1717           WWW.TEAMZEBRA.COM           ORLANDO FL: (407) 438 - 1212

D P T          M I P          H P T            C P T             E C

The QA Experts
LDCFL, Inc. is now the choice for

generating the ADaPT reports mandated
by FDEP’s Solid Waste Program

Certified SBA 8(a)
(561) 753-0483 • LDCFL.com

Laboratory Data Consultants FL, Inc.
“An Independent Environmental Quality Assurance Company”

The Developers and Experts in ADaPT/ADR

Providing quality drilling services with quality people and equipment

Offices in Dade City, Bonifay and Tallahassee

Environmental drilling  •  Exploration
Geotechnical drilling  •  Wire line coring

All terrain and barge rigs  •  Sonic
(352) 567-9500  •  Toll-free: 1-800-487-9665

www.hussdrilling.com

E N V I R O N M E N T A L
D R I L L I N G   S E R V I C E  inc.

Phone: (407) 295-3532  • E-mail:
Doug@edsenvironmental.com
www.edsenvironmental.com

Celebrating 24 Years of Service
1989 - 2013

Auger, Rotary, Sonic, Geoprobe Truck
and ATV-Mounted Services Statewide

Michael G. Czerwinski, P.A. 

EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  CCOONNSSUULLTTAANNTTSS  
♦ Permitting  

  ♦ Phase 1 ESA’s  
    ♦ Wetland Delineation  

      ♦ Water Quality Studies  
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her program is using the system, with ap-
proximately 58 of 67 quotes for cleanup
projects already funded.

“We’re not using eQuotes as much as
we intended,” she said. “We are using in-
vitations to bid to give everyone a chance
to bid.”

Continued reliance on the prior invita-
tion-to-bid process occurred because
eQuotes has an upper limit of 100 quotes,
which may not allow all interested com-
panies the chance to submit a quote. Invi-
tations to bid, however, have no limit on
the number of bidders. This should ease
some of the concerns expressed by con-
tractors at last June’s workshop in Orlando
regarding the use of eQuotes.

At the 2013 Florida Remediation Con-
ference, Petroleum Restoration Program
representatives announced they were con-
tacting site owners and responsible parties
of contaminated properties to ask if they
would allow cleanup by the program us-
ing contractors selected through competi-
tive bidding.

As of the most recent update (Jan. 13,
2014), DEP officials had contacted 154
SOs/RPs of properties within the funding
range, 127 of which agreed to cleanup with

contractors selected through competitive
bidding. Twenty seven did not approve.

For sites below the funding range, 622
SOs/RPs were contacted, of which 232
agreed to cleanups funded through com-
petitive bidding and 92 declined. The oth-
ers have not responded either way.

“The number that has agreed (to state
selection through competitive bidding) has
met our expectations,” said Caspary. “Be-
fore this change, competitive procurement
was not part of the program.”

For remediation companies, this
change means they may lose existing cli-
ents who had intended to give them
work—until agreeing to let DEP channel
the work through state-wide competitive
bidding.

Spending in the Petroleum Restoration
Program from July, 1, 2013, through
March 31, 2014, is estimated to total nearly
$54 million. The initial funding appropria-
tion will thus be encumbered for restora-
tion projects and the program will have to
request for more funding, a request
Caspary said will occur.

Over the last five years, the petroleum
clean program has allocated about $120
million annually. It is on track to get close
to, if not meet, that figure by the end of
this fiscal year if requests to release addi-

tional funds are approved.
Finally, the Petroleum Restoration Pro-

gram has decided to get out of the equip-
ment business and is preparing for its auc-
tion of surplus remediation gear. It con-
ducted an open house Jan. 14-17.

At the time of article preparation, the
equipment auction had not been scheduled.

Those interested in bidding on surplus
state cleanup equipment can download a
catalog from the program’s news and an-
nouncements page, and check govdeals.
com for the auction schedule and bidding
details.

Storage tank regulation update
Along with the major rulemaking ef-

fort of drawing up new contract mecha-
nisms and designating qualification pro-
cedures for new Agency Term Contractors,
the DEP Division of Waste Management
has been busy addressing another aspect
of reorganizing activities formerly under
the Bureau of Petroleum Storage Systems.

It announced two new storage tank
rules, Chapter 62-671, FAC, Underground
Storage Tanks; and Chapter 62-762, FAC,
Above Ground Storage Tanks Rules.

Caspary noted that the Storage Tank
Regulation reorganization has three pri-
mary goals: “Ease of use by operators, test-
ing of new containment systems and, for
underground systems, operator training.”

Since last fall, department officials
have been meeting with representatives of
regulated industry and have based the re-
cently released draft rules on comments
and input provided.

Caspary said that the new rules incor-
porate U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency requirements under the SUPER
Act of 2005 that set new standards for un-
derground petroleum storage tanks.

Florida is the last state in EPA’s Re-
gion 4 to implement the new requirements.
Language for testing is in Section 62-
762.700.

The new rules have a few provisions
and references associated with the techni-
cal aspects of above and below ground
storage—corrosion prevention and detec-
tion, for example.

For the most part, the remaining rule
revisions involve extensive changes and
modifications of the old framework for
regulating petroleum storage tanks.

First, these rules apply to tanks storing
petroleum in amounts exceeding 110 gal-
lons.

Those familiar with prior tank rules will
notice substantial changes in the new regu-
lation.

The term “standard” is being changed
to “requirement” in the language of the two
new regulations. “Requirement” refer-
ences the former “Performance Standards
for Category C Storage Tank Systems,”
with language clarification and updates.

Storage tanks will be subject to initial
and subsequent annual registration with
fees. Financial responsibility, which was
formerly linked to the registration proce-
dures, is proposed as a separate rule to be
distinct from the rule involving tank reg-
istration.

The proposed rule requires “notifica-
tion” and defines when it is necessary, who

within DEP should be contacted and what
information the notification should in-
clude. The old reporting system has been
eliminated.

A substantial part of the proposed rules
defines “incidents” and “discharges,” and
describe how each will be treated differ-
ently.

An incident, broadly defined, is any in-
dication that a spill might have occurred
short of identifying spilled material. Visual
cues, odors, and machine and sensor be-
havior could be indicators of a spill. The
draft rule is specific in defining what
should be treated as an incident.

A discharge is an unambiguous char-
acterization of a spill, such as a sheen on
water or other tangible presence of the
spilled material including the results of
analytical testing.

Currently, both incident and discharge
responses are addressed in 62-761.820,
FAC. Responses to discharges will be ad-
dressed in proposed language in 62-
761.440 that will be coordinated with 62-
780, FAC.

When releases are detected, new re-
quirements are stipulated. New record re-
tention requirements increase to five years
from two.

In commenting on the extensive dele-
tions and additions in the proposed rules,
DEP Spokesperson Mara Berger refer-
enced the reorganization of the entire FAC
chapter on storage tanks and cautioned that
“not all underlined language is ‘new’ and
not all stricken language is being deleted.
A phrase or concept that is underlined or
stricken may have been relocated to an-
other section of that chapter.”

The new rule is clearly more focused
than the one from which it is derived, but
many of the technical provisions from the
prior rule will remain in effect, even if
stipulated elsewhere.

The repairs, operations and mainte-
nance rule sections now have “clarified
language.”

Records for these activities must also
be kept for five years and records formerly
to be retained “for the life of the system”
now must be kept until “storage tank sys-
tem closure.”

Electronic submission procedures for
records will be described after the rule has
been approved.

Equipment will now be “registered,”
supplanting the former “equipment ap-
proval process.” In addition, out of service
and closure requirements have been up-
dated and clarified.

Last summer, DEP proposed three cer-
tification classes for tank system operators,
although in this FAC chapter, it has been
addressed through a separate rulemaking
process.

Caspary said that a final rulemaking
workshop is anticipated in March for tank
operator requirements, after which DEP
will consider comments and revise the
draft rule as needed.

Operator rules are expected to require
legislative approval after DEP finishes its
rulemaking.
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• Personal Care Products (PPCP & EPOC)
• Custom Method Development
• ADaPT Reporting and Custom EDDs
• Experienced Field Sampling Team
• Certified W/MBE, WOSB and SBE

www.jupiterlabs.com

The comment period for the two pro-
posed storage tank rules closed on Jan 31.

Comments received will be posted by
Feb. 14 on the department’s web site, http:/
/www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/categories/pcp/
pages/announcements.htm. Concluding
procedures in rulemaking will then pro-
ceed.

Changes to DEP’s former Bureau of
Petroleum Storage Systems have been a
whirlwind since the second half of 2013.

The shape of the two emerging groups
is increasingly clear, with boundaries
drawn between compliance and regulation
in one section, and emergency response
and petroleum cleanup in the other.

The 2013 Florida Legislature mandated
that state petroleum activities be reformed.
That’s clearly what is occurring.
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sues.
In fact, FDACS plans to use some of

the money to support the Istokpoga Marsh
Watershed Improvement District, just
south of Lake Istokpoga.

“That’s an area of intense agricultural
activity where landowners and (water man-
agement officials) are working together to
put in additional water storage and storm-
water management features that will allow
them to recycle more water and reduce
their discharges, thereby reducing the load
to Lake Okeechobee,” said Budell.

Areas located north of the I-4 corridor,
regional springsheds and the area that ex-
tends west of the St. Johns River and into
the Panhandle would also benefit from a
$5 million allocation for water manage-
ment and conservation.

Advances in technology have benefited
agriculture and Budell wants to apply that
new technology in the field.

The goal is to implement crop tools.
But these aren’t your grandfathers’s crop
tools. Sophisticated technologies help
farmers and other agribusiness manage ir-
rigation and water nutrients via high tech
soil moisture probes and meters.

Today’s soil probes and meters allow
farmers to measure nutrient content in
crops while they are being grown, giving
them the opportunity to efficiently man-
age nutrient inputs.

Weather and irrigation apps are now
available for smart phones, giving farm-
ers the opportunity to easily follow weather
patterns enabling better water conserva-
tion.

FDACS’ plan includes additional cost
share funding for expansion of the FAWN
weather system that allows growers to
track weather conditions in real time to
make irrigation as efficient as possible.

FDACS’ long-term vision for water

management and conservation is impera-
tive if Florida is to keep up with its in-
creased agricultural production and water
needs.

The production of fairly new crops, like
blueberries, is expanding and other rela-
tively new crops, such as olives and Car-
ibbean-based fruits and vegetables, are
developing as population and cultural di-
versity demand it.

According to Budell, it is more impor-
tant than ever that the water management
districts, the University of Florida and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture work
hand-in-hand to track trends in consumer
demand and stay on top of technological
advances.

“There is an ethical responsibility for
the state’s agricultural industry to be the
best possible steward of the land by being
as efficient and careful as possible in wa-
ter use and related issues, such as conser-
vation and nutrient applications,” said
Budell.
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increases. This is due primarily to
conservation’s influence to substantially
decrease per capita water consumption
rates.

In the past five years, the poor economy
has had an additional measurable influ-
ence, depressing per capita daily water use.

Bartol acknowledged that expectations
of continued high population growth, the re-
vival of a strong economy and the continua-
tion of today’s low per capita water consump-
tion rates will need to be tested on a more
frequent interval than every five years.

He noted that past water supply plan-
ning reports have been “completed and put
on the shelf until a new one is written.”
He said that this time the report will be put
online and updated when needed so that it

will be a “living document.”
Population changes, water consump-

tion rates and per capita consumption can
all be traced within the five-year planning
window. Changes in rules and policies will
also be incorporated as they occur.

The SJRWMD’s current document is a
draft plan. District officials have spent
most of January and early February at pub-
lic meetings presenting it and taking pub-
lic comment. Some changes, incorporat-
ing public comment are likely before the
final draft is released later this year.

“We are very excited about getting this
district-wide plan to the public and look-
ing forward to some of the solutions. It is
the first full plan since 2005,” said Bartol.

It may presage some major changes in
the district’s water supply management
over the next two decades.
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“With over 22 years of sonic drilling expertise, we put the vibe in sonic.”
We have truck and track mounted sonic rigs for any size and type of project.

Orlando, FL  (407) 493-9673   •   Aiken, SC  (803) 522-3793

DEP questionnaire rankles some feathers
Staff report

As 2013 drew to a close, a controversy
over a Florida Department of Environmen-
tal Protection questionnaire was brewing.

DEP’s Office of General Counsel used
the questionnaire to solicit responses about
the costs associated with permit applica-
tions and environmental compliance.

DEP sent invitations to participate to
3,119 recipients who had indicated their
willingness to receive such announcements
from the agency.

Patrick Gillespie, DEP press secretary,
said that the questionnaire’s intent was to
evaluate compliance costs, in this case for
permits.

Florida Statute 120.54 requires a State-
ment of Estimated Regulatory Cost for rule

making. Gillespie said that over 97 per-
cent of the e-mails were delivered and 26
percent were opened by a recipient (and
presumably read).

He noted that in addition to the e-mails,
DEP advertised the questionnaire in trade
publications.

The questionnaire initially asked re-
spondents to choose a permit type from a
list of 14. Upon selecting a permit type,
the next window asked 12 questions about
costs and effort of obtaining a permit.

They included questions including how
much applicants paid consultants to pre-
pare a permit, the credentials of those they
paid for application preparation, what the
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Palm Beach Environmental Laboratories, Inc.
(561) 689-6701

Short Environmental Laboratories

Analytical Testing and Support Services

Specializing in:
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Analytical Consulting
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(863) 655-4022 • 1-800-833-4022
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Assessment, Remediation, Insurance,
 Tank and Forensic Services

Stephen F. Hilfiker   •   steve@ermi.net
1-888-ENV-MGMT   •   1-888-368-6468

www.ERMI.net
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GROUND ENGINEERING &
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
www.golder.com

Environmental Services

888.215.4666 info@geoproberentals.com
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 location!www.rentaprobe.com

GEOPROBE® RENTALS

(407) 426-7885

2300 Silver Star Rd.
Orlando, FL 32804

Environmental Services
Sonic Drilling: Truck Mounted (2) • Track Mounted (3)

Angled wells and low clearance (14’)

Geoprobe Direct Push Technology
• 66 series (3) • 77 series (1) • 78 series (1) • 420M Indoor Rig

 Auger/Mud Rotary
• Diedrich D-120 (2) • Diedrich D-50 (2)

Angle and Horizontal Well Installation
Remediation System Piping and Vault Installation

Multiple Injection Applications
 Well Abandonment and Pad & Vault Removal

www.groundwaterprotection.com
Charles@drillprollc.com
Brian@drillprollc.com

Mobile Lab • HRSC Services
VOCs / MIP / HPT / MiHPT /EC / CPT

Phone: 352-367-0073                   www.kbmobilelabs.com

UVF Hydrocarbon Screening
NELAP Certification

WMBE Certified

more than 13.7 million tons, an 87 percent
increase in just two years.

Much of the increased woody biomass
is exported to European Union countries
that use it to help meet Kyoto Treaty goals
for sustainable energy production.

The report presents the case that na-
tive southern forests cannot simultaneously
endure this level of cropping and sustain
indigenous diversity.

In addition, replanting harvested land
as pine plantations is a further risk to south-
ern forest biodiversity.

The second report, “The Economic
Benefits of Increasing U.S. Access to Off-
shore Oil and Natural Gas Resources in
the Atlantic,” prepared for the American
Petroleum Institute and the National Ocean
Industries Association by Texas-based
Quest Offshore, is largely a rehash and
spinning of recent technical documents
issued by the federal Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management, Regulation and En-
forcement.

BOEMRE’s conclusions are that most
of Florida’s offshore oil and gas resources
are likeliest to be off the Panhandle. More
importantly, Florida’s prospects for oil and
gas production pale in comparison to those
of other states, either in the Gulf of Mexico
or further north along the Atlantic seaboard.

According to the report, in spite of its
proportionally large shoreline, Florida is
ranked in the bottom third of all Atlantic
and Gulf States with respect to total spend-
ing for offshore oil and gas exploration and
development.

The report takes a 20-year view because
BOEMRE is not likely to offer offshore gas
and oil leases for several more years. The
beginning of substantial economic activities
is more than a decade away.

Neither biomass cropping or offshore
oil and gas development offer huge eco-
nomic benefits, according to details in the
reports. Both pose risks to the state’s en-
vironment.

The primary difference is that biomass
cropping is already occurring, while off-
shore oil and gas development is, perhaps,
decades off.

Pesticide producer fined. Harrell’s
LLC, a Lakeland-based pesticide producer,
has agreed to pay more than $1.7 million
in fines for its violations of the Federal In-
secticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act.

According to EPA, Harrell’s sold pes-
ticide without labels or with illegible la-
bels more than 350 times since 2012. EPA
also alleged that the company distributed
or sold pesticides in violation of a “stop
sale” order from the agency.

In addition, the agency alleged that
Harrell’s produced large amounts of pes-
ticides over several years before they were
registered with the agency.

The violations were discovered during
EPA field investigations in 2012.

In addition to the fine, one of the larg-
est ever under a FIFRA enforcement case,
the settlement with Harrell’s requires the
company to “ensure that its production and
distribution centers are operating in com-
pliance with all regulations under FIFRA.”

Since 2012, the company has corrected
all the violations alleged by EPA.

Harrell’s produces pesticides in Lake-
land and in Sylacauga, AL. It operates dis-
tribution centers in eight states, including
several in New England and the Midwest.

Golf courses are the company’s larg-
est class of customers, but the nursery, hor-
ticulture, turf and landscape industries also
use its products. None of Harrell’s prod-
ucts are sold through retail outlets to indi-
vidual consumers.

New EPA Region 4 administrator.
Heather McTeer Toney will succeed
Stanley Meiburg as EPA’s Region 4 Ad-
ministrator. The position opened when
Gwen Keyes Fleming was promoted to
EPA chief of staff in Washington, DC, last
summer.

Toney was most recently the executive
director of the Center for Excellence in
Student Learning at Mississippi Valley
State University.

Prior to this academic position, she was
the first African American and first woman
mayor of Greenville, MS, an office she
held from 2004 to 2012.

Toney is also the principal attorney at
Heather McTeer, PLLC.
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Supreme Court starts review of federal Cross-State Air Pollution Rule
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In July, 2011, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency finalized a rule to
protect the human health by helping

states reduce air pollution and attain clean
air standards.

This rule, known as the Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule, requires states to signifi-
cantly improve air quality by reducing
power plant emissions that contribute to
ozone and fine particle pollution in other
states.

In early December, the U.S. Supreme
Court heard oral arguments for and against

the rule.
Discussion between the justices and

lawyers representing each side focused on
several issues.

The first, and perhaps most significant
legal aspect, was whether the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency had given
states adequate opportunity to propose
their own plans to reduce air emissions,
predominantly particulate sources within
their own borders.

Related to this question was whether
EPA had appropriately determined what
“significant efforts” each state was re-
quired to undertake.

Part of this argument involved whether
the agency should determine whether sig-
nificant efforts were to be based on meet-
ing reduction targets by effort made, or by
the expense of the efforts.

With respect to expense, the EPA was
portrayed as encouraging the use of air pol-
lution credits, and requiring the greatest
air emission reductions where the efforts
were the least expensive.

Some states complained that as a re-
sult, they were being required to reduce
emissions well below their proportional
contribution to regional contamination.

Beyond the legal argument, almost ev-
ery judge acknowledged the complexity of
the issue, dependent as it is on atmospheric
circulation and the behavior of contami-
nants in the air.

It will be difficult for the court to come
up with a decision that meets the EPA’s
requirements to protect public health,
while still working within the usual bound-
aries of our legal system.

The goal of the Cross-State Air Pollu-
tion Rule is to reduce air pollution that re-
sults from atmospheric circulation that draws
contaminants from a broader area and fo-
cuses them in areas that may be smaller than
a single state.

The result is an area that sometimes
greatly exceeds the Clean Air Act’s air
pollution standards. In the worst cases,
even if the area where the exceedence oc-
curs were to cease all emissions, it would
not be adequate to meet CAA standards.

Areas in the Northeast U.S. including
New York, Connecticut and New Jersey
often experience atmospheric circulation
conditions that draw air contaminants from
the Southeast and Midwest, and greatly in-
crease air contamination.

The irony is that in each contributing
state, air contamination may be well be-
low standards, but when focused by atmo-

spheric circulation gyres, rises well above
standards with obvious and measurable im-
pacts on human health.

The rule invokes a “good neighbor
policy” that the protesting states did not
criticize, except to the extent that it was
not, in their opinion, fairly applied in this
case.

The Supreme Court is hearing this case
after the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia found that the EPA
had exceeded its authority in setting stan-
dards in 28 upwind states. The district court
made its ruling in August, 2012.

The law that it rejected was an attempt
to rewrite an earlier version, the 2005
Clean Air Interstate Rule, or CAIR. The
district court unanimously rejected that
rule in 2008.

But the court did not invalidate the law.
It allowed the EPA to enforce emission
reductions but it did not allow pollution
credit trading provisions.

After the EPA had been to court twice
in an attempt to meet CAIR’s provisions
and its cap-and-trade provisions, the Su-
preme Court is the final recourse for a reso-
lution.

Questions asked by the justices during
the 90-minute hearing, half an hour longer
than usual, suggested substantial agree-
ment with, or at least acceptance of, the
EPA’s approach to this complex situation.

Although the Clean Air Interstate Rule
affects air emissions in 28 states and the
District of Columbia, only 14 states includ-
ing Texas and Florida were part of the law-
suit heard by the Supreme Court.

Since Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. re-
cused himself, the final court decision
could end in a 4-4 tie. If this scenario
should occur, then the District Court of
Appeal’s decision will stand as is.

The court could announce its decision
as early as this summer.
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tal professionals around the state of Florida.  Cor-

respondence should be sent to P.O. Box 2175,

Goldenrod, FL 32733.  C
all us at (407) 671-7777;

fax us at (407) 671-7757, or e-mail us at info@enviro-

net.com.  Thanks for your input!
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Address correct?

If your mailing label is inaccurate or incomplete

in any way, please contact us with your current in-

formation at the address above. We appreciate your

assistance in helping us keep our circulation data-

base as up-to-date as possible.
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Photo by John Crowe, Northwest Florida Water M
anagement D

istric
t

Water quality and aquatic habitat on St. G
eorge Sound are expected to

benefit fr
om a sto

rmwater tre
atment system, sh

own above during constru
ction,

designed by the Northwest Florida Water Management Distric
t. Stormwater that.

Environmental laboratories

Every August, we take a close look at the envi-

ronmental lab business.

This year’s issue includes our “state of the biz”

article on the cover, th
e possibility of streamlining

PT requirements for labs on Page 9, a labs-eye

view of testing for pharmaceuticals on Page 9 and

a change ahead on the DEP’s QA program rule on

Page 10. In addition, our annal directory of environ-

mental labs serving the state begins on Page 6.

Peace River in trouble
12

The withdrawal of about 250 million gallons per

day in Polk County, and between 650 million to 1

billion gallons per day across a five-county area

has depleted the flow of the Peace River substan-

tially. Viewpoints differ as to the best way to ap-

proach the restoration effort.

MIA goes green

19

Miami International Airport has become the first

airport in
 the country to be certifie

d for its
 green

management practices. The priamry component of

the airport’s environmental program is the ISO

14001 certific
ation. MIA is the firs

t airport in
 the

U.S. to obtain such certific
ation.

MILL

Contin
ued on Page 13

International Paper’s wastewater permit h
eads

off to
 administration hearings, again

By MEL
By MEL
By MEL
By MEL
By MELORA GRA

ORA GRA

ORA GRA

ORA GRA

ORA GRATTTTTTTTTTANANANANAN

I
n July, officials w

ith the Florida De-

partment of Environmental Protec-

tion released a notice of in
tent to

grant In
ternational Paper Co. a permit

that would allow its C
antonment mill in

Escambia County to discharge indus-

trial efflu
ent into wetlands near Perdido

Bay.
The permit has been challenged by

members o
f the same environmental ad-

vocacy group that opposed a sim
ilar no-

tice of intent by DEP three years a
go.

Two petitio
ns for administrative

hearings were file
d in August by Friends

of Perdido Bay Inc. and the individuals

James Lane and Jacqueline Lane.

These petitio
ns have been consoli-

dated into a single case that will b
e heard

by Administra
tive Law Judge B.D.E.

Canter.

“Judge Canter has requested that

each party respond to him by Aug. 25

with dates th
ey are available for a mo-

tion hearing/pre-hearing teleconfer-

ence,” said Dee Ann Mille
r, a DEP

spokesperson.

Friends of Perdido Bay is a
 non-profit

organization that re
presents r

esidents

in Florida and Alabama who want to pro-

tect and preserve the ecosystems of the

Perdido Bay watershed, as w
ell as any

surrounding waterways and land that

impacts th
e bay.

“FOPB and its m
embers w

ill b
e sub-

stantially affected by the proposed

agency actions because of th
e adverse

impact the actions will h
ave on Tee and

Wicker Lakes and Perdido Bay,” said one

of th
e August p

etitio
ns.

“The proposed agency actions w
ill

harm the water quality of Perdido Bay

and Tee Lake and Wicker Lake, which

will n
egatively affect th

e use and em-

ployment of th
ese waters f

or fis
hing,

swimming and other re
creational pur-

poses, and the health and welfare of

FOPB’s m
embers,”

 it c
ontinued.

The sta
tement went on to say that

fish
 and other wildlife will e

xperience

harmful effects as well.

International Paper’s p
lan involves

constructing a pipeline spanning 10

miles to
 discharge the wastewater in

to

wetlands that are close to the lower por-

tions of Eleven Mile Creek and Perdido

Bay.
The wetlands flo

w into the creek and

through the two previously mentioned

lakes and into the bay.

After th
e FOPB challenged the ini-

tial permit in
 2005, DEP denied it l

ast

August sa
ying that In

ternational Paper

failed to show that the wastewater

would not adversely affect the wetlands.

While FOPB is s
aying that the new

permit is
 merely a slig

htly altered repeat

of th
e firs

t one, DEP and International

Paper m
aintain that the diffe

rences are

significant.

“There were no changes to
 the en-

gineering and design of the wastewater

treatment sy
stem and no changes to

 the

wetland distri
bution system other th

an

removing approximately 200 acres fro
m

contact with IP’s e
fflu

ent,” said a peti-

tion by Jacqueline Lane to dism
iss t

he

permit altogether. “There were no

changes in
 quality or quantity of efflu

-

ent being applied to the wetland.”

The petitio
n went on to say that IP

also failed to provide information that

would prove the wetlands would not be

damaged.

Both International Paper and DEP

have disputed this c
laim of sa

meness.

In its 
response to Lane’s p

etitio
n to

dism
iss t

he suit, In
ternational Paper said

the second application could only be

PERMIT

Contin
ued on Page 16

DEP gives go-ahead to

Georgia-Pacific
 mill p

ipeline

By PRAKASH GANDHI

By PRAKASH GANDHI

By PRAKASH GANDHI

By PRAKASH GANDHI

By PRAKASH GANDHI

S
tate regulators are defending

their d
ecisio

n to give the green

light to a controversia
l pipeline

that some environmental groups believe

will h
arm the environment.

The Florida Departm
ent of Environ-

mental Protection has given the go-

ahead for construction to start on a

wastewater pipeline from a Georgia-Pa-

cific paper m
ill t

o the St. Jo
hns R

iver

despite concerns fr
om environmental

groups.

Some environmental activists 
want

to continue the fight against th
e mill o

ut-

side Palatka whose wastewater w
ould

flow downstre
am toward Jacksonville.

The groups have also critic
ized DEP

for m
aking an agreement with the mill

years a
go that led to a court order man-

dating the constru
ction.

DEP offic
ials sa

y they don’t have a

choice about whether the pipeline

should be built. 
The industria

l waste-

water w
ill b

e dispersed more quickly

because of how it w
ill b

e released near

the riv
er bottom, they say.

Building the four-m
ile pipeline would

allow Georgia-Pacific sto
p discharging

into Rice Creek. But environmentalists

say it 
would also mean diluting the

wastewater in the river, w
hich flows to

Jacksonville.

Some years ago, the company signed

an agreement and made $200 millio
n

worth of upgrades prescribed by the

state and by paper mill s
pecialists

 fro
m

the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency.

Faciliti
es that violate clean water

standards are normally allowed to keep

operating while they develop improve-

ment plans.

But the wastewater is 
still

 too dark

and high in salt content to remain in the

creek, according to an analysis t
he com-

pany provided to DEP in June.

Excessiv
e saline can harm some fish

in a fre
shwater creek, and water th

at’s

too dark can affect underwater plants

that need light to survive.

DEP spokeswoman Jodi C
onway

said the constru
ction of th

e pipeline is

authorized in the departm
ent’s e

xistin
g

administra
tive order executed in 2002,

which was part o
f an open permittin

g

process th
at included critic

al sc
ientific

review, public input and an administra
-

tive hearing.

She said that while Rice Creek flows

directly into the St. Jo
hns River, it

 is a

small w
ater body and its f

low is n
ot large

enough to assim
ilate the facility

’s d
is-

charge and stil
l achieve water quality

standards—
a fin

ding confirm
ed by the

Georgia-Pacific water quality report su
b-

mitted in June.

She said the St. Jo
hns has a much

larger flo
w volume and the capacity to

achieve compliance with water quality

standards.

With the relocation of the discharge,

the overall lo
ading to the St. Jo

hns River

will n
ot change, Conway said. “GP will

meet water quality standards in the river

and Rice Creek can be restored,” she

said.
To ensure the river’s p

rotection, DEP

is re
quirin

g an on-going water quality

study of th
e St. Jo

hns R
iver th

at’s a
l-

ready underway.

The stu
dy will m

onitor any poten-

There’s only one BEST way to
consistently deliver your message to

Florida’s environmental professionals

Environmental Services
Subsurface Data Collection For Environmental Professionals

www.teamzebra.com

• Real-time Lithology & VOS Logging

• Subsurface Soil, Groundwater & Soil Vapor

with MIP/Conductivity System

Sampling also, Dual-tube & Slug-testing services

• Complete Bio-Remediation Injection

• DP & Auger Installation of Micro-Wells, Monitoring

Services

Points, Sparge Points and CMT Multi-level Wells

Tampa Office

• Diverse Fleet of Geoprobe Units for Complete

(813) 655-1717  Fax: (813) 654-9398
Access, including Remote-Access DPT

Providing quality drilling services with quality people and equipment

Offices in Dade City, Bonifay and Monticello

Environmental drilling  •  Exploration

Geotechnical drilling  •  Wire line coring

All terrain and barge rigs

Prompt. Accurate. At a Fair Price.

• Solid & Chemical Materials

• Non-Potable Water
• Hazardous Waste
• Pesticides & PCBs
• Petroleum Waste
• Chapter 62-713, FAC

• EPA Method 18
• and more...

(863) 686-4271
www.lakelandlabs.com

• Auger, Mud Rotary, Sonic Drilling and Direct Push

for Environmental / Geotechnical Applications

• Sonic 4”, 6”, 8” and 10” Casing Drilling

• DPT Injection Services (HRC/ORC)

• Remediation System Piping

• Horizontal Well Installation and Rehabilitation

407-426-7885
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Initial Consultation  

 Office: Lee County 

 

 
 

Gary A. M Maier, P.E., Esq. 
Attorney at Law & 

Professional Engineer 
Web: www.garyamaier.com 

Phone: (239) 935-9948 

Email: gary@garyamamaier.com 
 

Focusing on Environmental, Regulatory, and 

Administrative Law, including Permitting, 

Compliance, Enforcement, and Relief. 

 

 

Susan Bostian, P.E.

susan@innoveatech.com(919) 342-2944

www.innoveatech.com

Clear  Solutions  for

Remediation Professionals

Providing archaeological and

historical services since 1989:

Survey  Site assessment  Mitigation

Interpretation  Litigation support
www.southarc.com
1-888-707-2721 or (352) 372-2633

(352) 567-9500  •  Toll-free: 1-800-487-9665

www.hussdrilling.com

WALKER MARINE GEOPHYSICAL CO.

Call  561-251-5352

www.walkermarinegeo.com   •   info@walkermarinegeo.com

KNOW BEFORE YOU DRILL

ASR & Deep Injection Well Site Characterization

Hydroseismic imaging can map hazardous fault zones,

karst collapses, and fractured confining units where

migration of effluent to underground sources of drinking

water is highly probable

’ Full Drinking Water &  

    Environmental Testing Services 

‘ NELAC Accredited, NAICS 541380 

‘ Monitoring for: CERCLA, RCRA, 

NPDES, SDWA, UCMR, RCRA/UST & CWA 

Three convenient Florida locations to serve you: 

Ormond Beach           Tampa       Jacksonville 

              386-672-5668        813-627-0003     904-412-2211 

Fourteen labs & nine service centers nationwide! 

Inquiries: Lorraine.Noronha@pacelabs.com 

 

www.pacelabs.com 

Inquires: Mike.Valder@pacelabs.com

And
you
are
looking
at
it
right
now...
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Call Ken: 888-220-1653

compliance costs were, the nature of those
costs, and a preference for written or elec-
tronic compliance report submission.

The questionnaire included two com-
ment boxes so respondents could go out-
side the multiple-choice format in the ques-
tionnaire if they desired.

For each of the different permit types
listed, the same set of primary questions
were presented, sometimes with an addi-
tional question or two for permits that re-
quired additional characterization.

Permits included both those from
which an applicant would receive a ben-
efit, such as a consumptive use permit, as
well as compliance permits such as RCRA
and NPDES permits.

The questionnaire was presented on-
line and was similar in format and use as
warranty questionnaires—relatively gen-
eral in nature and anonymous.

DEP’s Department of General Coun-
sel began sending invitations by e-mail in
August, 2014. The department received 70
responses, about half from individuals, the
remainder from either public entities or
businesses.

Gillespie said that the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel “believes the results are not
yet statistically significant because they
have only received about 70 responses.”

Media outlets across the state reported
the questionnaire’s use and at least one in-
cluded an adverse characterization of it
from a spokesperson from a statewide en-
vironmental advocacy group.

The individual questioned the intent of
the permit, suggesting that cost consider-
ations could be used to justify less state
oversight of developers regulated under
permitted activities.

The adverse characterization of the
questionnaire’s intent was hard to under-
stand, said Gillespie, because evaluating
compliance costs is a statutory require-
ments for DEP, as it is for all state agen-
cies involved in rulemaking.

No matter the intent of the question-
naire, it generated too few responses to
allow a statistically valid characterization
of compliance costs.
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Coalition report details success of 40-year-old Endangered Species Act
By BLBy BLBy BLBy BLBy BLANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDYYYYY

In celebration of the 40th anniversary
of the Endangered Species Act, the
Endangered Species Coalition re-

leased a celebratory report, “Back from the
Brink: Ten Success Stories Celebrating the
Endangered Species Act at 40.”

Lela Huta, executive director of the
coalition expressed the organization’s ap-
preciation for the Endangered Species
Act’s success in the years since its 1973
inception.

“Any law would be fortunate to have
the kind of record that the Endangered Spe-
cies Act does,” she said.

The 14-page report contains details of
ten species, some of which occur in
Florida, selected to reflect their success-
ful recovery under the ESA. All of the rep-
resentative species were selected for hav-
ing steadily improved or recovered suffi-
ciently to be removed from the imperiled
list.

Candidate species were nominated by
coalition member groups throughout the
U.S. A panel of scientists was assembled
to review the nominations and select the
ten species included in the report.

The winners are the nene goose* (Ha-
waii), American peregrine falcon (North
and South America), El Segundo blue but-
terfly* (California), Robbins cinquefoil
(New Hampshire White Mountains), bald
eagle (North America), southern sea otter*
(Central and South California Coast),
humpback whale* (West Atlantic and
North Pacific), American alligator*
(Coastal Southeastern U.S.), brown peli-
can (Southeastern U.S., Pacific and South
American coasts) and green sea turtle*
(global tropical and subtropical marine
waters). Species marked by an asterisk re-
tain their listed status.

Several government programs and ad-

vocacy groups participated in wildlife pro-
tection measures and contributed to the
success of the recovery of the Florida spe-
cies. Of these, the American alligator has
the most unusual listing.

The American alligator is currently
classified by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service as “Similarity of Appearance
(Threatened).” Due to the similar appear-
ance of the American alligator to croco-
diles, the alligator is protected to prevent
harm to threatened crocodiles by mistake.

The American alligator was listed on
its own accord in 1967 in response to the
serious decline in their numbers caused by
the lack hunting regulations and habitat
loss.

It is a member of the “Class of 67,” the
first class of 78 species listed under the pro-
gram that would later become the Endan-
gered Species Act. Delisting began in 1975.

Because the alligator isn’t biologically
threatened, their federal designation allows
Florida to manage alligator populations
under a state-approved management and
control program.

They can only be legally taken in

Florida by individuals with proper licenses
and permits.

American alligators are the top preda-
tor in the Everglades where their nests,
expanded by their occupants every year,
provide valuable shallow water-filled ba-
sins used by other Everglades species dur-
ing drought.

Bald eagles also represent a species
protection recovery success for Florida.
Like the alligator, loss of habitat and
overhunting contributed to their decline,
in conjunction with the ubiquitous use of
chemicals such as DDT.

The insecticide thinned egg shells to

the extent that they cracked before the
chicks could hatch.

Recovery measures such as protecting
eagle nests, which can weigh up to 4,000
pounds and may be used for years by life-
mated eagle pairs, banning DDT, prohib-
iting the killing of eagles, plus water qual-
ity improvement and population restora-
tion all contributed to the eagle’s recov-
ery.

According to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservationist Commission,
1,457 active eagle nests were counted dur-
ing their 2011 aerial survey, up from 88
active nests in 1973.
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A Full Service Water Well Contracting Company 
 

Specializing in Geoprobe®
 soil and groundwater sampling, bioremediation injections, 

monitoring well construction and abandonment.  
 

Fleet of 13 Geoprobe® Machines serving all of Florida 
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The spent fuel at the Crystal River plant
will remain in an existing on-site pool un-
til Duke completes construction of the dry
cask storage in 2016.

All used fuel will be transferred from
the pool into dry storage by 2019.

Duke’s plan calls for the spent fuel to
be transferred to the U.S. Department of
Energy in 2036.

George Cavros, Florida energy policy
attorney for the Southern Alliance for
Clean Energy, said his organization will
monitor the decommissioning process.

It is the first decommissioning in the
Southeast that the organization has dealt
with, Cavros said.

“We are going to monitor the costs and
how the fuel is being disposed of,” he said.
“We have some concerns about the cost.
There are some indications that the funds
they have in reserve will not be enough.

“Another concern is the spent fuel that
is on site and how it will be stored and dis-
posed of. We will keep a close eye on that
also.”
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just as they heard about Niagara’s permit
application request to withdraw more wa-
ter, they simultaneously received warning
letters from SJRWMD telling them that
their residential community is using too
much water.

“I know 910,000 gallons of water per
day sounds like a huge amount of water.
But it’s not as large an amount as some
businesses consume that use the water to
produce a product to sell,” said SJRWMD
Spokesman Hank Largin.

The Clermont South Lake Press pub-
licly addressed the district about its con-
cerns in print: “This is certainly useful in-
formation. But the public deserves broader
and more specific assurances that
Niagara’s water use request will not harm
the environment. After all, that’s the mes-
sage they’re receiving from conservation
authorities.”

And residents from Groveland and
South Lake agree.
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Volunteer monitoring program provides data on area aquifer levels
By BLBy BLBy BLBy BLBy BLANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDYYYYY, PG, PG, PG, PG, PG

A quiferWatch, the volunteer pilot
groundwater monitoring program
partnered with the University of

Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural
Science’s successful LAKEWATCH pro-
gram, has completed its first year of op-
erations.

Florida Professional Geologist Rick
Copeland, PhD, who served as a volun-
teer for LAKEWATCH for a number of
years, first conceived of its groundwater
equivalent, AquiferWatch, in 2010.

“The goal of AquiferWatch is to edu-
cate the public in the science of ground-
water and use volunteers to obtain vital
data in a relatively inexpensive manner,”
said Copeland. “We want to obtain criti-
cal groundwater level data from across the
state and to assist governmental entities,
by saving them money and supplying them
with data in areas of the state where they
lack sufficient data.”

AquiferWatch began operation in Oc-
tober of 2012.

“Currently, we monitor 26 wells in six
counties in North Florida, extending from

Bay County in the west to Alachua and
Bradford counties in the east,” he said. “We
hope to expand to 50 wells during 2014.”

The AquiferWatch program and the
data collected may provide significant as-
sistance to the state’s five water manage-
ment districts in addressing concerns about
the capacity of existing numerical models
to adequately predict consumption and
water quality.

Until recently, the models were con-
fined for the most part to the individual
district’s political boundaries.

In some areas, water suppliers on the
boundary of two districts might be asked
by one district to reduce current ground-
water consumption levels because their
model indicates there is insufficient sup-
ply. Yet by stepping over the district’s po-
litical boundary into the abutting district
they might have virtually no withdrawal
limitations because that district’s model in-
dicates no shortage.

Similarly, critics of the heavy reliance
on the models for permit decision making
have expressed concern about the models’
inability to address potentially critical
water quality and quantity impacts associ-
ated with localized phenomena, such as
karst features within the aquifers. The
models assume flow through comparably
uniform layers of sand and gravel.

AquiferWatch has the potential to help
the districts integrate their models and bet-
ter quantify the behavior of localized phe-
nomena by providing additional regularly
collected data through measurement of
groundwater in under-measured wells.

Mark Hoyer, AquiferWatch’s director

of research programs and services, points
out an additional potential benefit to wa-
ter suppliers through the program’s current
volunteer assistance agreement with Ala-
chua County’s public works department.

“We are now assisting them with their
wells,” Hoyer said. “They had wells avail-
able but didn’t have the personnel to con-
tinue to monitor them.”

Hoyer said that AquiferWatch made an
initial assessment of their capability to as-
sist the county. They evaluated accessibil-
ity and security needs, as well as collected
early metadata such as longitude, latitude
and water table elevations to determine if
their volunteers could physically complete
the measurements.

If it is determined that AquiferWatch
can do the work, then they enter into an
agreement with the supplier to proceed
with the data collection utilizing trained
volunteers.

Copeland said that AquiferWatch as-
sures the quality of their work through
extensive training.

They hope to extend the program
statewide soon and to collect additional
information, such as specific conduc-
tance data.
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