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Got a story?
Got an idea for a story? Like to submit a column for

consideration? Fire when ready. And don’t forget to fill us
in on your organization’s new people and programs,
projects and technologies—anything of interest to envi-
ronmental professionals in Florida. Send to P.O. Box 2175,
Goldenrod, FL 32733. Call us at (407) 671-7777 or email
mreast@enviro-net.com.

Address label change?
If your mailing label is inaccurate or incomplete, please

contact us with the correct information at Post Office Box
2175, Goldenrod, FL 32733; fax (321) 972-8937; or e-mail
mreast@enviro-net.com. We appreciate your help with
keeping our circulation database accurate.
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State of the lab biz 1, 5, 8
Every August, we take a close look at the state

of affairs in the environmental laboratory industry.
Our state of the industry piece starts below, reac-
tion to the proposed DOH lab certification rules be-
gins on Page 8 and Travis Wright discusses how
labs are adapting to increase the value of their ser-
vices on Page 5.

In addition, our annual Laboratory Directory be-
gins on Page 5.

Report: Agency budgets 6
The ECOS Green Report on the status of state

agency budgets was released earlier in the year.
Florida’s environmental agencies ranked reasonably
well in per capita funding among the nation’s envi-
ronmental agencies.

SW Florida report 9
The Conservancy of Southwest Florida is urging

policymakers to take more action to protect the en-
vironment in a new report examining water quality
and associated issues in Southwest Florida.

Miami landfill conversion 10
The city of Miami is in the process of cleaning up

125 acres on the interior of Virginia Key east of Mi-
ami to convert an abandoned landfill there into the
city’s largest park. The park concept dates back to
at least 2010 and a master plan for Virginia Key.

Photo courtesy of Benchmark EnviroAnalytical Inc.

A lab technician with Benchmark EnviroAnalytical Inc. conducts microbiology tests on spill samples for fecal coliform
and fecal streptococci. Staff in Florida’s environmental labs make significant contributions every day to protect public
health and the environment. And while the lab business is good, analytical enterprises face new challenges including
the adoption of updated certification standards. See story below.
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See Page 10

SINKHOLESINKHOLESINKHOLESINKHOLESINKHOLE
Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 13age 13age 13age 13age 13

State of the Industry:

Lab biz solid but  faces challenges from new
certification standards, reduced monitoring

By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

O ver the past few decades,
Florida’s environmental
laboratories have developed

into one of the state’s most notable and
successful science-technology enter-
prises.

But labs cannot maintain this status
easily. The successful ones must con-
tinue to stay on top of advancements in
instrumentation, information technol-
ogy tools and analytical protocols, and
at the same time deal effectively with
constant pricing pressures.

Recent challenges included the
2008 economic recession, the business
consolidation that followed and chang-
ing regulations that have reduced re-
quirements for ongoing monitoring.

And this year, uncertainty created
by proposed new certification standards
are an added concern for many lab of-
ficials.

This article reviews the circum-
stances influencing the analytical labo-
ratory business in Florida and, by ex-
tension, its customers and clients.

In early 2017, the Florida Depart-
ment of Health drafted its Preliminary

Text of the Proposed Rule Development
and began circulating it for comment.
If finalized, it will update environmen-
tal lab certification standards and re-
quirements from the NELAC 2003 stan-
dards currently in use to TNI 2016 stan-
dards.

While a certification standards up-
date is long overdue, managers in
smaller and specialty testing laborato-

ries fear the new plan’s requirements
will be expensive, perhaps too expen-
sive, for them to implement.

Based on DOH’s lab certification
list, Michael Graves, quality assurance
officer with Benchmark EnviroAna-
lytical in Palmetto, said he counted a
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Efforts to close Mosaic sinkhole
continue with strict DEP oversight

By BLBy BLBy BLBy BLBy BLANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDYYYYY, PG, PG, PG, PG, PG

B y now, phosphate giant Mosaic
Fertilizer LLC expected to have
closed the massive sinkhole

that opened at their Polk County pro-
cessing plant last year.

Although the project is making
progress, company officials said they
need more time to complete the work.

The sinkhole, discovered last August
at the company’s New Wales plant near
Mulberry, is estimated to be over 150
feet wide and up to 300 feet deep, much
larger than estimated at the time of the

initial collapse.
Millions of gallons of acidic process

wastewater containing sulfate and so-
dium were discharged into the hole
from a pool located on top of a 120-
foot-high gypsum stack that collapsed
with the sinkhole.

An undetermined quantity of gyp-
sum, potentially containing low levels
of radiation, fell into the sinkhole.

This June, Mosaic officials notified
the Florida Department of Environmen-
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Appeals court blocks EPA suspension of methane standards for oil, gas wells
Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

In June, the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit blocked
the suspension of methane emissions stan-
dards from oil and gas wells.

In mid-April, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency had announced a two-
year suspension of the rule.

The appeals court ruled that the agency
had the authority to reconsider the rule, but
could not delay its implementation for two
years while it rewrote a regulation more
favorable to the oil and gas industry.

The rule, implemented in 2016, applies
to all phases of the oil and natural gas in-
dustry from the well through storage and
transmission.

The EPA, along with the American Pe-
troleum Institute, argued that the suspen-
sion should not be subject to judicial re-
view.

In its 2-1 decision, the court reminded
the agency that it had previously ruled that
administratively delaying a rule’s effective
date is the same as amending or revoking
it, and is not supported by law.

The court’s decision took issue with
some of EPA’s testimony. EPA counsel ar-
gued that the agency, under the previous
administration, failed to consider industry

responses and stakeholder involvement
when it decided to include fugitive meth-
ane emissions from low production wells
in its rule.

In ensuing criticism, the judge’s opin-
ion called attention to the “flimsiness” of
that claim.

The court’s explicit decision will
affect not only the EPA, which
has proposed rule suspension in
other cases (see below), but
also many other federal agen-
cies that have used, or have
discussed using, suspension
to neuter federal rules and
regulations.

EPA attempts to extend
RMP amendments date. In
June, EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt signed a final rule
that delayed the effective date
of the EPA’s Risk Manage-
ment Program amendments by an addi-
tional 20 months.

The agency said that it would like to
conduct a “reconsideration proceeding” to
revisit issues that may benefit from addi-
tional comment.

Pruitt claimed that the agency needs the
time to “fully evaluate the public com-

ments raised by multiple practitioners and
consider other issues that may benefit from
additional public input.”

Two industry groups and a coalition of
states asked for RMP amendments recon-
sideration. The delay in implementation is

being driven by these three petitions.
The EPA finalized amend-

ments to the Risk Management
Program in January, 2017.

The amendments ad-
dressed compliance audits,
the process hazard analysis
process, emergency response
drills and preparedness ac-
tivities, and information shar-
ing with the public and local
emergency responders.

Compliance dates for the
amendments were four years
into the future, so Pruitt’s
new rule does not change any
current practices.

On June 15, the day after the EPA is-
sued its rule to extend, a 13-member coa-
lition of environmental organizations chal-
lenged the extension in the U.S. Court of
Appeals, D.C. Circuit. It is likely that the
EPA’s delay authority as discussed in the
preceding item will be the basis for the
challenge.

More EPA rule delays. On May 31,
EPA stayed portions of the 2016 New Point
Source Performance Standards for the oil
and natural gas industry. The stay was set
to last 90 days.

In June, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
sent letters to governors informing them
that the agency was extending the dead-
line for initial area designations by one
year for the 2015 ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standards.

The oil and gas standards, finalized in
2016, include rules on fugitive emissions,
pneumatic pumps and professional engi-
neer certification requirements.

The suspension corresponds to Presi-
dent Trump’s Energy Independence Ex-
ecutive Order that included specific pro-
visions to review oil and gas rules.

These are two additional rule imple-
mentation delays that may fall under the
recent U.S. Court of Appeals DC Circuit
decision, noted above. The rules consid-
ered are similar because both—at least in
part—address fugitive emissions from oil
and gas production.

The court’s decision may have set a
precedent that requires the agency to re-
verse its May 31 announcement and pur-
sue the rulemaking process instead.

The National Ambient Air Quality
Standard for ground-level ozone was
passed in October, 2015. It lowered the
ambient ozone standard from 75 to 70 parts
per billion.

The EPA said it was extending the
deadline to allow states more time to de-
velop their own air quality plans, and to
follow language in the recently-enacted FY
2017 omnibus funding bill under which the
EPA will establish an Ozone Cooperative
Compliance Task Force to develop “addi-
tional flexibilities for states to comply with
the ozone standard.”

In a press release, EPA said that it was
also going to take time to “better under-
stand some lingering, complicated issues
so that air attainment decisions can be
based on the latest and greatest informa-
tion.”

The agency explained it would further
consider the “latest and greatest informa-
tion” to fully understand background
ozone levels, appropriately accounting for
international transport and “timely consid-
eration of exceptional events demonstra-
tions.”

The press release noted that ozone lev-
els have declined by 33 percent since 1980
but that costs associated with compliance
of the recent NAAQS have significantly
increased.

It does not however document those
cost increases relative to inflation or con-
sider the rule’s known health benefits.

EPA approves Lautenberg Act rules.
In 2016, Congress updated and expanded
portions of the Toxic Substances Control
Act to update and quicken the pace of re-
view and testing of chemicals that may
pose human health and environmental
risks.

The updated rule is often referred to as
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety
for the 21st Century Act.

To mark the first anniversary of the
act’s passage, EPA finalized two imple-
mentation rules and released scope docu-
ments for the initial 10 chemicals to un-
dergo risk evaluation.

It also provided guidance documents
to external parties to submit draft risk
evaluations to the EPA.

One of the two finalized rules, Proce-
dures for Chemical Risk Evaluation Un-
der the Amended Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act, established the EPA’s process for
evaluating high-priority chemicals.

The first stage of the evaluation, the
agency noted, may assign chemicals a low
priority designation, obviating the need for
any further risk assessment. High-priority
chemicals will go through risk assessment.

The EPA’s final rule clarifies the
agency’s authority to determine what uses
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DEP to issue SRCO for JEA Southbank cleanup work
Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection determined a large part
of JEA’s downtown Jacksonville South-
bank property to be environmentally sound
and stated its intent to issue a site rehabili-
tation completion order with controls for
part of the 42-acre site at 801 Broadcast
Place.

The department concluded that JEA has
satisfied its site rehabilitation requirements
and released the company from any fur-
ther obligation to conduct rehabilitation at
the contaminated site.

The western portion of the property is
being treated for arsenic contamination in
groundwater that was first discovered in
1995.

DEP said the former site of JEA’s
Southside Generating Station contained
metals, volatile organic compounds, poly-
chlorinated biphenyls and other contami-
nants.

The cleanup is part of the Hazardous
Waste Program administered by the DEP
under the Resource Conservation and Re-
covery Act and the Brownfield Site Reha-
bilitation Program.

Under RCRA, sites are cleaned up on
a property-wide basis rather than focusing
on individual areas of concern.

A hydraulic pumping system was in-
stalled in 2012 to keep contaminated
groundwater from reaching the St. Johns
River.

JEA said it has spent more than $28
million decommissioning the site and
cleaning up soil and groundwater contami-
nation stemming from the facility’s opera-
tion as a fuel oil- and natural gas-fired elec-
tric generating system.

A proposed sale of the property is now
pending. Investors want to transform the
remaining 30 acres into a mixed-use de-
velopment.

West River development contamina-
tion. High levels of vinyl chloride have
been detected in groundwater in an area
being developed along the Hillsborough
River in Tampa.

 The carcinogenic chemical is often
used to make PVC used in pipes, wire,
cable coatings and packaging materials.

The toxins were traced back to a chemi-
cal company that once conducted business
in the 1500 block of LaSalle Street.

DEP officials said nearby residents are
not in any immediate danger.

The contamination will not impact the
development plan for West River but is an
issue that must be properly addressed.

Mitigation bank permit denied,
again. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
denied a permit for a wetland mitigation
bank in Southwest Florida for the second
time.

Long Bar Pointe LLLP had applied for
a permit for the mitigation bank close to
developer Carlos Beruff’s proposed Aqua
by the Bay development.

The corps concluded that the proposed
project could adversely impact seagrasses,
the development’s proposed lagoon could
weaken the shoreline, and an oyster reef
restoration area that was permitted in the
bank area in 2010 to the Sarasota Bay Es-
tuary Program could be negatively im-
pacted.

Florida panther review. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service announced that it will
review the status of the Florida panther as
an endangered species.

A rebound in the panther population
has led to growing calls from hunters and
ranchers to take the big cats off the federal
endangered species list.

The panther’s last status review was
announced in 2005 and the decision to
maintain the panther’s endangered status
was announced in 2009.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission increased its estimate
of the Florida panther population to as
many as 230 adults, up from 180, most of
them in Southwest Florida.

Osceola bans fracking. The Osceola
County Commission passed an ordinance
prohibiting oil and gas exploration prac-
tices that involve well stimulation. This in-
cludes the practice known as fracking.

Supporters of fracking claim that it pro-
vides a source for affordable energy. But
opponents worry about the effects it could
have on a community’s drinking water.

People news.
The  Suwannee
River Water Man-
agement District
Governing Board
appointed Hugh
Thomas as its new
executive director. He succeeds Noah
Valenstein who was named as the lat-
est secretary of the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection in May.

Thomas has an extensive background
in agriculture and environmental resource
management including one year as senior
project manager in the district’s Agricul-
ture and Environmental Projects Division,
14 years as an environmental administra-
tor in the Agriculture and Water Policy Di-
vision of the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services, and 10
years as an environmental manager for

Mactec Environmental Inc.
Pat Barker joined Hull's Environmen-

tal Services as emergency response man-
ager in their Panama City office. He will
cover the Southeast and Gulf regions
working with the company's emergency re-
sponse team.

Professional services firm Dewberry
hired Mike Mathews as senior environ-
mental scientist in the firm’s Panama City

office. Mathews joins the firm with
nearly 12 years’ experience in the

field of environmental
regulation and permitting
with the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection.
 Ivan Hernandez, PLS,

joined Cardno as survey man-
ager in its Altamonte Springs
office. He has more than 10 years
of experience in providing sur-

veying services.
Matthew Hortman, a biologist with the

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, received the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s  2016
Resource Manager of the Year award. The
reward recognizes the outstanding
achievements of people managing state
lands to conserve their ecological value.
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UF Water Institute receives agriculture, forestry sustainability grant
Staff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporStaff reporttttt

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
awarded a $5 million grant to the Univer-
sity of Florida Water Institute to support
research and technology development
projects in North Florida and South Geor-
gia that ensure the economic sustainabil-
ity of agriculture and forestry.

The research will help protect water
quality and habitat in the springs and riv-
ers associated with the Floridan Aquifer.

The funding will support field experi-
ments in the two states to develop sustain-
able farming practices that reduce water

and fertilizer use while maintaining prof-
itable crop yields.

Wendy Graham, PhD, director of the
institute, said that knowledge gained in
field experiments will be translated into
interactive computer models to assist in
water and fertilizer applications.

Other computer models that may be de-
veloped will help predict the impacts of
different land use, water use, and agricul-
tural and forest production practices on
water quality, water quantity and the re-
gional economy in North Florida and
South Georgia.

That information, integrating stake-

holders experience with scientific data,
will outline economic and environmental
trade-offs as they are affected by climate,
land use, agricultural best management
practice adoption and water policy op-
tions, according to Graham.

UF will take the lead in the effort in-
volving faculty from the UF Institute for
Food and Agricultural Sciences, the Uni-
versity of Georgia, Albany State Univer-
sity and Auburn University.

The research team includes agricultural
extension service staff that will conduct
on-farm demon-
strations and assist
with the develop-
ment of smart
phone apps to help
implement agricul-
tural BMPs.

Extension ser-
vice personnel will
also conduct training programs in Florida
and Georgia in support of preferred
changes in agricultural production and
incentive programs.

The program began July 1 and will
continue for five years.

Millions for water projects. The
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection announced in June that it will
award $61.3 million in loans and grants
for 11 water projects in the state.

The loans originate from the state’s
Clean Water State Revolving Fund and
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund.

Most of the projects are drinking wa-
ter-related, supported by the DWSRF.

Citrus County; the Fairpoint Regional
Utility System in Navarre; the cities of
Hollywood, Orange City, Punta Gorda,
Cape Coral and Fort Myers Beach; Taylor
Coastal Water and Sewer District in Tay-
lor County, and Sunrise Utilities in Au-
burndale received loans or grants.

The loans to the cities of Hollywood
and Punta Gorda topped $21 million. Hol-
lywood will use the money to replace 25
miles of water mains and Punta Gorda will
build a new reverse osmosis water treat-
ment plant.

Three of the loans, those to Orange
City, $475,000; Taylor Coastal Water and
Sewer District, $204,000; and Sunrise
Utilities, $500,951, forgive principal re-
payment and in one case no repayment is
required.

Drinking water projects receiving
loans include a variety of system improve-
ments including new wells to upgrade
water treatment systems, replacement or
installation of drinking water lines and
mains, and preconstruction planning
grants. The amounts of the loans are typi-
cally less than the total cost of the projects.

Graceville will use its $1.1 million
construction loan to optimize a wastewa-
ter treatment digester to reduce phospho-
rus levels in the city’s wastewater.

Grand Ridge will use its $50,000 loan
to install solar panels at its wastewater
treatment facility and lift stations.

Both of these communities received
loan forgiveness for the majority of the
loan amounts.

SWFWMD cooperative funding
workshop. The Southwest Florida Water
Management District’s Cooperative Fund-
ing Initiative program, or CFI, has begun
its annual selection process for eligible
projects.

The CFI will contribute up to 50 per-
cent of the cost of projects that create sus-
tainable water resources, enhance conser-
vation efforts, restore natural systems or
provide flood protection in the district.

In July, the district began reviewing
and revising CFI guidelines and began dis-
cussions with potential applicants.

On Aug. 3, the district will hold an in-
formational workshop/webinar at their
Tampa service office to provide additional
information to potential applicants.

The district maintains a web page with
further details on the program and a step-
by-step guide for developing successful lo-
cal projects eligible for CFI funding. The

Fiscal Year 2018 timeline is also on this page.
Oct. 6 is the deadline for receipt of ap-

plications. Further information is available
at https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/busi-
ness/coopfunding/.

Judge upholds Silver Springs’ MFL.
Administrative Judge E. Gary Early up-
held the St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District’s minimum flows and levels
rule.

On May 24, Judge Early dismissed a
petition by the St. Johns Riverkeeper,

Florida Defenders
of the Environ-
ment, Silver
Springs Alliance
and Alice
Gardner. They had
petitioned the
court to invalidate
the district’s emer-

gency MFL rule for Silver Springs.
The rule recently approved by the dis-

trict allowed them to determine compliance
with the Silver Springs MFL based on
aquifer elevation levels rather than flow
rates at the springs.

The plaintiffs criticized that decision,
showing that spring flow runs could drop
by as much as 34 percent below average
minimum flow rates established by the dis-
trict and still be in compliance with the
original MFL rule.

In a statement on its website, St. Johns
Riverkeeper said that the 34 percent flow
decline equivalent is equivalent to 141
million gallons per day. That volume ex-
ceeds Orange County’s daily water con-
sumption.

By changing the interpretation of the
rule, the district could continue to approve
consumptive use permits that deprive Sil-
ver Springs of water—permits that would
have been denied in the original interpre-
tation of the MFL rule that relied on ac-
tual flow rates.

Water levels in Silver Springs are one
third lower than in the 1930s. Activists
have consistently argued that the district’s
MFLs are based on a faulty standard, one
based on the contemporary reduced flows.

In his decision, Judge Early noted that
the question the proceedings addressed
was whether the SJRWMD’s decision was
arbitrary and capricious. Whether right or
wrong, Judge Early ruled that the decision
had logic and was therefore legally valid.

Algal blooms in St. Lucie Estuary.
Twenty-eight species of cyanobacteria
were identified in samples taken from al-
gal blooms in the St. Lucie Estuary during
the summer of 2016, according to a study
released by the U.S. Geological Survey.

The study confirmed that Microcystis
aeruginosa was the primary species form-
ing the bloom.

Many cyanobacteria species produce
algal toxins at some point in their life
cycles or under certain environmental con-
ditions.

Microcystis produces microcystin, a
toxin that causes nausea and vomiting.
High microcystin concentrations were con-
firmed in algal mats at the time of the
bloom in 2016.

Several species in the 2016 bloom are
also capable of producing the liver and
kidney toxin cylindrospermopsin, while
other cyanobacteria identified are capable
of producing two neurotoxins: anatoxin
and saxitoxin, the latter a potent toxin.

The finding of multiple toxin-produc-
ing species is of interest because of its
implications for human health effects.

In a separate study, researchers at Ohio
State University found that human popu-
lations living in areas with high numbers
of blue-green algae blooms exhibited a
higher death rate due to liver disease than
members of populations elsewhere.

That study demonstrated a correlation,
but not a causal relationship, between the
algal blooms and incidents of lethal liver
disease.
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Advanced Environmental Laboratories Inc.
6681 Southpoint Parkway
Jacksonville, FL 32216
(904) 363-9350 • Fax: (904) 363-9354
Walter Kronz, Vice President
wkronz@aellab.com
www.aellab.com

1) Six labs across Florida providing a full range of inorganic and organic
testing. In-house and in Florida analysis of EPH, VPH, low level mercury
and dissolved gases by RSK-175. Ability to run FL-PRO and PAHs in water
from one 250 ml bottle.

2) Drinking water, groundwater, wastewater, surface water, soil, sediment,
industrial waste, hazardous waste and air

3) Total: 120 Engineers/Scientists: 70 Technicians: 30
4) FL

1) TNI/NELAP, DoD ELAP and ISO 17025
2) SELECT AEL software enabling you to compare lab results to

FDEP 62-777 limits, and generate FDEP petroleum summary
forms and benzo(a)pyrene conversion tables. Various deliverables
including CLP reports, ADR, EQUIS and ADaPT EDDs. Permit
to import foreign soils. Courier services throughout Florida.

3) 23 years
4) Altamonte Springs, Fort Myers, Gainesville, Miramar,

Tallahassee, Tampa

Benchmark EnviroAnalytical Inc.
1711 12th St. East
Palmetto, FL 34221
(941) 723-9986 • Fax: (941) 723-6061
Dr. Dale Dixon, Laboratory Director
dale.dixon@benchmarkea.net
www.benchmarkea.com

1) Full analytical and sampling services are provided for government agencies,
industrial operations and engineering firms

2) Surface water, marine water, groundwater, drinking water, wastewater,
sediment and soil

3) Total: 31 Engineers/Scientists: 8 Technicians: 14
4) FL

1) NELAP, MBE, DBE, SBE
2) Courier, field sampling, DIEL studies, project

management, custom spreadsheet reporting, ADaPT
and STORET reporting

3) 25 years

1) Capabilities/specialties,  2) Sample types,  3) Personnel info, 4) State of incorporation 1) Certs.,  2) Add. capabilities, 3) Years in bus., 4) Other locationsLab name and contact information

Environmental Laboratories Serving Florida - 2017

COLUMBIA Technologies
1795 Cogswell St.
Rockledge, FL 32955
(888) 344-2704 • Fax (410) 536-0222
Melanie Penny, Lab Manager
Robert George, Lab Director
info@columbiatechnologies.com
www.columbiatechnologies.com

1) Certified mobile laboratories specializing in GC/MS 8260 volatiles, 8021 volatiles,
BTEX, gas and diesel screening, FLPRO, TPH, UVF TPH, XFR, field screening

2) Soil, water, soil gas samples
3) Total: 12 Engineers/Scientists: 12
4) MD

1) Certifications: NELAC, DoD ELAP certification,
ISO 17025, FL/NC/VA

2) Direct sensing technologies including MIP, HPT, LIF
3) 19 years
4) None

ESC Lab Sciences
12065 Lebanon Road
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
(941) 525-8577 • Fax (615) 758-5859
Rick Pickett, Florida Sales Representative
rpickett@esclabsciences.com
www.esclabsciences.com

1) DoD-ELAP, NELAP, ISO
2) ESC will reprint COCs and labels, and deliver the kits to

your office or site
3) 47 years
4) Lake Worth, Miami, Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa,

Tallahassee, Fort Walton Beach, Pensacola

1) 100,000 sq. ft. facility. On-line web reporting and custom reporting tool allowing
one to compare results to regulatory levels. Only Florida lab approved for 3511
(reduced volume sampling)

2) GW, SS, DW, RCRA, UST, air, micro, IH, radiochemistry
3) Total: 284 Engineers/Scientists: 130 Technicians: 75
4) TN

Flowers Chemical Laboratories Inc.
PO Box 150597
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701-0597
(407) 339-5984 • Fax (407) 260-6110
John W. Lindsey, Jr., water/ww analytical
June Flowers, environmental analytical
Lew Denny, North Florida and Georgia
www.flowerslabs.com

1) Full service laboratory analyzing environmental and drinking water parameters.
Providing defendable data in organics, inorganics, metals, microbiology and
nutrients. ADaPT reporting, field and courier services. PhD chemist on staff.

2) All water matrices, soil, sediment, waste, oil and SPLP/TCLP
3) Total: 52 Engineers/Scientists: 36 Technicians: 16
4) FL

1) Florida DOH NELAC in drinking water, non-potable
water, solid and chemical materials categories.

2) EDDs, microbiologicals for routine water and wastewater
at four labs in Florida

3) 60 years
4) Port St. Lucie, Madison, Marathon in the Florida Keys

1) All environmental analysis for water, drinking water, soil, hazardous waste
and air

2) Water, soil, drinking water, waste and air
3) Total: 30 Engineers/Scientists: NA Technicians: NA
4) FL

FTS Analytical Services
dba XENCO Laboratories
5675 New Tampa Hwy
Lakeland, FL 33815
(863) 646-8526
Eduardo Builes, PhD, CEO
eduardob@ftsanalytical.com
www.ftsanalytical.com

1) NELAP, FL DOH, ELAP, MWBE. DOT, MWBE, DoD
2) Mobile on-site lab services
3) 26 years
4) NEW full service laboratory facility is now open, located

at 1412 Tech Blvd., Tampa, FL 33619. Additional offices
in Orlando, Jacksonville, Lakeland and Tallahassee

Jupiter Environmental Laboratories Inc.
150 Old Dixie Highway
Jupiter, FL 33458
(561) 575-0030 • Fax (561) 575-4118
Kacia Baldwin, Client Services
www.jupiterlabs.com

1) Full service lab specializing in advanced analytical analysis for both standard EPA methods
and emerging research and development methods. Latest GC QQQ & LC MS MS
instrumentation for detection of unusual compounds including Sucralose and
Acetaminophen, hormones, PFOS, PFOAs, low level pesticides and explosives. Full
custom EDD capabilities including ADaPT, Equis and SED. Data review, method
development and auditing services available. Forensic analysis, fuel fingerprinting,
melamine, food and flavor analysis.

2) Ground water, soil, sediment, waste water, drinking water, food and nutraceuticals
3) Total: 32 Engineers/Scientists: 22 Technicians: 10
4) FL

1) NELAP, DoD, WMBE : State of Florida, SFWMD, Palm
Beach County, Tampa Bay

2) Full field capabilities, SW, GW, marina and lake sampling
3) 22 years
4) Tampa, Miami

1) NELAP accredited
2) Toxicity consulting, supply high quality bioassay

organisms for testing
3) 27 years

1) Acute and chronic NPDES toxicity testing, toxicity identification and reduction
evaluations, ion imbalance toxicity studies (MSIIT)

2) Domestic and industrial treated effluents, remediation site discharges, storm-
water discharges, reverse osmosis reject, product testing

3) Total: 10 Engineers/Scientists: 4 Technicians: 6

Marinco Bioassay Laboratory Inc.
4569 Samuel St.
Sarasota, FL 34233
1-800-889-0384 • Fax (941) 922-3874
Jason Weeks, President
weeks@biologylab.com
www.toxtest.com

Continued on next page

guest column

Environmental labs must adapt to changing client needs to provide value
By TRABy TRABy TRABy TRABy TRAVIS WRIGHTVIS WRIGHTVIS WRIGHTVIS WRIGHTVIS WRIGHT

The financial impact of the 2008 re-
cession left many municipal gov-
ernment agencies with signifi-

cantly reduced operating budgets. Many
of these budgets reflected double-digit per-
centage reductions.

Due to these conditions, municipalities
and private water systems were forced to
work with the environmental laboratory
that quoted the lowest price.

Subsequently, environmental labs were
able to adapt by finding more efficiencies
through automation, mergers and acquisi-
tions, and even downsizing.

There emerged two completely differ-
ent philosophies on how to handle the la-
bor force in environmental labs.

Some took the “big box store” ap-
proach with acquiring talent. For these
labs, this meant hiring less expensive, less
experienced talent and then providing in-
house training to keep their labor costs low.

Others took the opposite approach.

They sought out the most experienced tal-
ent available in each discipline, thereby re-
quiring less training.

Environmental labs are not selling a
commodity. They are providing sampling
and testing services
with college educated
scientists—humans
that can sometimes pro-
duce errors.

The question be-
comes which companies can provide the
highest quality results and fast turnaround
times with highly professional personal at-
tention to the client’s details.

Some lab procedures and policies on
how to address issues or edit reports have
become outdated and cumbersome.

A lead operator, engineer or driller that
has a reporting deadline on his or her
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection permit does not often have extra
time to wait for addressing various issues
that can arise from their labs.

So the laboratories have to adapt.

Recently, a shift in contract negotia-
tions occurred with more stipulations than
the usual focus on pricing. Turnaround
time, or TAT, is and has always been im-
portant with permit deadlines for almost

every lab client.
Over the past nine

months, the Florida De-
partment of Corrections
has put their bids out for
laboratory services

stipulating pickups with the shortest hold-
ing times for fecal coliform samples.

In addition, they have switched from
using a single lab to accommodate all their
needs to working with several local labs.

They have also added penalties in their
contracts for labs not achieving the proper
TAT.

Once again the labs have to adapt.
The average laboratory client, espe-

cially those in engineering and drilling,
also demands coordination with the logis-
tics of sampling and the transport of the
samples to the labs.

For example, the folks that handle re-
claimed water with required seven-days-
a-week sampling and pickups know how
important both communication and orga-
nization are with their contracted labora-
tory. They might not be able to place a spe-
cific dollar amount on it but they certainly
understand its value.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency in Cincinnati, OH, and several cit-
ies and counties here in Florida now have
a blind proficiency testing, or PT, passing
rate requirement on their bids and con-
tracts.

This provides a quantifiable quality
measurement element to their evaluations.

The difference between a lab with an
80 percent PT passing rate versus a 90 per-
cent PT passing rate when there are 1,000
samples a year becomes 100 more mistakes
or issues a year for the client to address.

In many cases, it will depend on fines

WRIGHTWRIGHTWRIGHTWRIGHTWRIGHT
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Microbial Insights
10515 Research Drive
Knoxville, TN 37932
(865) 573-8188 • Fax (865) 573-8133
Dora Taggart, Director
dtaggart@microbe.com
www.microbe.com

1) Environmental microbiology/biotechnology laboratory specializing in molecular
biological tools (DNA & PLFA) such as qPCR quantification of Dehalococcoides

2) Almost any matrix (soil, groundwater, sediment, biofilms, bio-trap samplers,
filters)

3) Total: 19 Engineers/Scientists: 6 Technicians: 8
4) TN

1) NA
2) Innovative bio-trap samplers, consulting services and

molecular biological analyses
3) 25 years

Pace Analytical Services Inc.
8 East Tower Circle
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
(386) 672-5668 • Fax (386) 673-4001
David Chaffman, Sales Manager
david.chaffman@pacelabs.com
www.pacelabs.com

1) Full drinking water and environmental testing services. Monitoring for CERCLA,
RCRA, NPDES, SDWA, UCMR3, RCRA/UST, PFOA, CCR and CWA

2) Drinking water, environmental water, groundwater, surface water, soil,
sediment, air, biota

3) Total: 150
4) MN

1) NELAC, NELAP NAICS 541380
2) Field sampling, courier services
3) 39 years under same ownership
4) Labs in Tampa, Ormond Beach, Pompano Beach

and Miami Lakes

1) Volatiles, semi-volatiles, pesticides, FL PRO, metals by ICP/MS and
TCLP/SPLP on both water and soil samples, incremental sampling (ISM)

2) Water, soil
3) Total: 9 Engineers/Scientists: 5 Tech/Admin:4
4) FL

Palm Beach  Environmental Laboratories Inc.
1550 Latham Rd., Suite 2
West Palm Beach, FL 33409
(561) 689-6701 • Fax (561) 689-6702
Diana Magierowski, Marketing/Owner
dianam@palmbeachlabs.net

1) NELAC certified; CSHA certified; SBE for SFWMD, Palm
Beach County and city of West Palm Beach; and both SBE
and WMBE for Palm Beach schools and the state of Florida
Office of Supplier Diversity

2) Field sampling, courier services, familiarity with
brownfield sites, online reporting, ADaPT, custom EDDs

3) 12 years

1) Full range of environmental analysis. NPDES, RCRA, UST, PRP, BTEX, PAH,
EDB, TCLP/SPLP, FL PRO-TRPH, VOCs, SVOCs, 8260, 8270, organics,
inorganics, metals, micro, in-house sampling and courier services covering the
state of Florida

2) Wastewater, groundwater, surface water, drinking water, soil, sediment,
petroleum, used oil and solid waste

3) Total: 25 Engineers/Scientists: 11 Tech/Admin: 10
4) FL

Phoslab Testing Laboratories
806 W. Beacon Rd.
Lakeland, FL 33803
(863) 682-5897
George A. Fernandez, Vice President
georgeaf@phoslab.com
www.phoslab.com

1) NELAC/TNI, MBE, DBE, SBE, state of Florida
2) Custom reporting via Promium Element LIMS, EDDs,

ADaPTs, fast turn around times for organics and
TCLP/SPLP analysis

3) 51 years
4) Serving greater Central Florida

1) Water testing (microbiology, wet chemistry)
2) Drinking water, wastewater, groundwater
3) Total: 5 Engineers/Scientists: 1 Tech/Admin:2
4) FL

Professional Environmental Testing and
Consulting LLC
4650 SW 51st St., Suite 702
Davie, FL 33314
(954) 440-3537 • Fax (754) 223-3874
Carol Vassell Kreitner, Owner/Manager
petc702@comcast.net
www.petc702.com

1) NELAP, FDOH #E861109, Minority business certification
2) Lab chemical sales - SE FL Coop Bid #14-57
3) 4 years

1) Surface water and groundwater monitoring, facility compliance and process
control monitoring, ASR, injection well analysis and food microbiology

2) Drinking water, wastewater, groundwater, surface waters, soils and
sediments; meat, juice/beverages, seafood, citrus, produce; materials
testing; textiles

3) Total: 21
4) FL

1) NELAP: Drinking water, non-potable water, solid and
chemical, ISO 17025 for food and mold testing

2) Full field sampling capabilities. Sanders Labs is the only
lab in Florida with A2LA/FSMO sampling certification:
Certification #3544.02. PCR molecular detection in
several matrixes.

3) 26 years
4) Two locations: Sarasota and Fort Myers

Sanders Laboratories Inc.
1050 Endeavor Ct.
Nokomis, FL 34275
(941) 234-1000 • Fax (941) 484-6774
Jeff Walsh, Operations Manager
jeff@sanderslabs.net
www.sanderslabs.net

1) NELAC, DoD/ISO 17025 and multiple state certifications
2) Electronic data deliverables including ADaPT, EQUIS,

ERPIMS, and state forms. LC-QQQ and reduced sample
volume via LVI (8270, 8270 SIM, 8081, 8082, 8151, 8141,
8015, AK102, FLPRO pending state approval). Courier
throughout Florida, rush analysis, LC-QQQ including
PFCs in DW, AQ, and SO with method 537 and QSM 5.1

3) 22 years

1) Full service laboratory specializing in organics and inorganics by SW-846
Methodology (VOCs, SVOCs, pesticides, herbicides, PCBs, metals, nutrients,
etc.) in addition to incremental sample processing (ISM), explosives, perchlorate,
PFOAs, , PFCs, EPA 537 and DoD QSM 5.1 in DW, AQ, and SO, 1,4-dioxane
by 4 methods

2) Water, soil, air, oil, sediments and wipes
3) Total: 85
4) NJ

SGS Accutest
4405 Vineland Rd., Suite C-15
Orlando, FL 32811
(407) 425-6700 • Fax: (407) 425-0707
Caitlin Brice, M.S., Laboratory Director
www.accutest.com

1) ADaPT reporting, MADEP VPH/EPH, TPHCWG, ICP/MS, low level mercury,
phosphated pestcides by GC/MS, low volume extractions, RSK 175, 1,4-dioxane,
ISM protocols, microwave/microextractions, field sampling, 24/7 data access

2) Drinking water, wastewater, groundwater, surface water, stormwater, generic
discharge, soil, sediment, solid and liquid wastes, and air
testing; textiles

3) Total: 97 (FL) Engineers/Scientists: 35 (FL) Tech/Admin:  35 (FL)
4) DE

1) NELAC, A2LA, LAB, ISO/IEC 17025, DoD ELAP, USDOE,
USDA Foriegn Soil Permits, USF&W Import License as well as
many private audits, approvals and certifications for various
industrial oil, gas, chemical, waste and automotive companies

2) EMLabs P&K (a TA company) does asbestos, mold and bacteria
analysis. Other TA labs perform radiological dioxins, PFOA/
PFOS, Methyl Hg, ISM, LEAF methods, Coal Ash-CCR, air toxics
(VI), As & Se speciation, ind. hygiene, explosives, GIS Key,
EQuiS, CLP

3) 26 years
4) Labs: Pensacola and Tampa. Services centers: Fort Lauderdale,

Orlando, Jacksonville and Tallahassee

TestAmerica Laboratories Inc.
6712 Benjamin Road, Suite 100
Tampa, FL 33634
(813) 885-7427 • Fax (813) 885-7049
Aaron Ben David, Account Executive
aaron.bendavid@testamerica.com
Rhonda Moll, Account Executive
rhonda.moll@testamerica.com
www.testamerica.com

1) Capabilities/specialties,  2) Sample types,  3) Personnel info, 4) State of incorporation 1) Certs.,  2) Add. capabilities, 3) Years in bus., 4) Other locationsLab name and contact information
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or the time it takes to correct the issues in
determining if the client chooses to seek
another laboratory.

Experienced operators, engineers and
drillers are placing more value on those
labs that listen and react to issues right
away.

They do not want the problems to grow
bigger and more expensive over time.

More than five water systems in the last
six months have noted that the second low-

est quote turned out to be the best option
for them, recognizing the value of a lab’s
work over bottom-line pricing.

Fortunately, with the economy re-
bounding and drillers back at work, the
state’s environmental labs can look for-
ward to growth in the year ahead and will
continue to adapt accordingly.

Travis Wright is business and field ser-
vices manager for Flowers Chemical
Laboratories Inc. headquartered in Alta-
monte Springs. He can be reached at travis
@flowerslabs.com.

WRIGHTWRIGHTWRIGHTWRIGHTWRIGHT
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ECOS Green Report details current status of environmental agency budgets
By BLBy BLBy BLBy BLBy BLANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDYYYYY, PG, PG, PG, PG, PG

A ccording to the ECOS Green Re-
port on the status of state agency
budgets released earlier this year

for 2013 to 2015, Florida’s environmental
agencies ranked high in per capita fund-
ing among the nation’s environmental
agencies. Florida stands out as the leader
in funding among the Southeast States.
 Florida received funding of approxi-
mately $65.15 per person in the two-year
budget period assessed. The state’s envi-
ronmental budget as calculated for the re-
port was composed of approximately 20
percent general funds, 20 percent federal
funds and 60 percent other/fees.

The greatest per capita funding was
provided in Hawaii at $199.69 per person
in 2015.  Alabama received the lowest per
capita funding of the entire study group at
$10.85 while Georgia received slightly
more than Alabama at $13.16 per person.

The situation in Alabama may be even
worse than the study indicates. A signifi-

cant portion of the Alabama Department
of Environmental Management’s budget,
over 60 percent, is generated through the
collection of fees.

In 2016, ADEM was required by the
state Legislature to transfer $1.2 million
in funds collected through scrap tire and
solid waste disposal fees into the state’s
general fund.

On a whole, the budgets of the 48 re-
porting states rose from $12.2 billion in
2013 to $14.9 billion in 2015, a 23 per-
cent increase. However, a substantial por-
tion of that increase can be attributed to an
increase of 69 percent in California’s bud-
get over the reporting period.

Federal funds represent a significant
revenue source for state budgets. Funding
is provided by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to enforce national envi-
ronmental laws such as the Clean Air Act
and Clean Water Act at the state level.

Federal funding support to the states
decreased by three percent, dropping ap-
proximately $64 million over the two bud-

get periods evaluated, unless California is
counted. With California, federal funds
slightly increased in the first budget year
from $2.75 billion to $2.87 billion and then
decreased from $2.87 billion to $2.83 bil-
lion in the second.

The Trump administration’s proposed
31 percent cut in EPA funding would likely
include significant cuts in funding to states.

EPA issued $21 million in multipur-
pose grants under the Consolidated Appro-

priations Act to assist states, tribes and ter-
ritories with the implementation of envi-
ronmental programs in 2016.

States use the funding to support ac-
tivities such as regulating air pollutants,
addressing climate change impacts, ad-
dressing water pollution and managing
hazardous waste.

The loss of federal funds would curtail
many permitting and enforcement activi-
ties in the states, according to the report.
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total of 347 certified labs in Florida.
Many of them, 152, are not commer-

cial labs. About two thirds of non-commer-
cial labs are in-house utility laboratories.
The next largest category is environmen-
tal-pollution control labs with counties.
DOH operates a handful of labs and the
remaining labs are operated by federal and
state agencies, and universities.

Florida has 74 commercial environ-
mental labs principally located in the state,
according to Grave’s count.

In addition, 104 more labs certified in
Florida are located out of state with no, or
limited, presence here.

Continuing consolidation
Many of Florida’s commercial labs

have operated for three decades or more.
They populated the state starting in the

late 1970s following the formation of the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and passage of the Clean Water Act, Safe
Drinking Water Act and other landmark
environmental laws.

These laws defined stewardship of pub-
lic health and environmental resources and
depend a great deal on environmental labo-
ratory testing to accomplish their mission.

In those two first decades, Florida was
an open frontier where local small envi-
ronmental labs settled into virgin territory
and got on with the business at hand.

Laboratory consolidation accelerated
noticeably during several recessions, es-
pecially the last. It is still occurring, but those
we interviewed said the pace of consolida-
tion has slowed from its peak in 2010.

As small and midsize laboratories close
or are acquired by competitors, clients ex-
perience reduced choices and—sooner or
later—higher prices.

That no new laboratories have been
formed in the state recently is of concern
to several lab officials we interviewed.

“I know of no new ‘from-scratch’ labs
starting up,” said Frank Risk, president and
laboratory director of Diversified Environ-
mental Laboratories Inc. in Jacksonville.
“It will affect the customer in the long run,
as they will have fewer options.”

Dr. Jefferson Flowers, president of
Flowers Chemical Laboratories Inc. head-
quartered in Altamonte Springs, echoed
this observation in similar terms.

Flowers pointed to public utilities and
cities as the two most significant lab client
groups affected by the declining number
of environmental lab choices.
Reduced regs, reduced opportunities

During recent years, the number and
type of monitoring requirements for per-
mit holders have decreased at the state
level. The prevalent pattern is reduced test-
ing frequency from quarterly and semian-
nual to annually.

Fewer required tests has negatively im-
pacted analytical labs.

The required frequency of some tests
waned as DEP relaxed requirements. For
example, fewer required tests at closed
landfills has resulted in a reduced workload
when compared to prior years.

“But the worst is over,” said Flowers.
“I think we’re at a stable point now.”

He said he would like to see some of
the attenuated monitoring requirements,
particularly for drinking water, revisited.

Jason Weeks, president of Marinco
Bioassay Laboratory Inc. in Sarasota
whose lab specializes in bioassays, voiced
similar concerns. But he noted that he has
picked up some work as other labs have
closed their doors.

Weeks said that at one time the state
had six commercial bioassay laboratories
in operation. That number halved a couple
of years ago, and may now be down to just
two bioassay labs in the state.

Rule reduction at the federal level—
promised but not yet implemented—may
also accelerate the trend toward less work
for environmental labs.

Risk said that he could see the
workload decreasing if the Trump ad-
ministration significantly cuts monitoring
and compliance requirements that require
environmental lab services.

Employees, recruitment, wages
Most lab officials said they had little

trouble finding qualified people, but are

now faced with having to replace long-
term employees that are retiring.

In Florida, the vast majority of labora-
tory technical staff has at least a bachelor’s
degree, and each lab had several employ-
ees with postgraduate degrees.

Dale Dixon, PhD, president and labo-
ratory director at Benchmark EnviroAna-
lytical,  in discussing the educational re-
quirements for environmental lab person-
nel noted that his lab’s proximity to col-
lege campuses has been advantageous.

He said that Benchmark has several
colleges close by and that one—the State
College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota—
has an excellent biotech program that pro-
vides candidates well trained for hands-on
lab work.

“We don’t have difficulty (hiring),”
said Weeks. “We take in people with a sci-
ence degree and train them from scratch.
A new technician starts off doing support
work.”

Flowers said that replacing staff at his
lab involves an apprenticeship period of
at least several months so that new hires
can learn to operate specialized equipment,
follow quality control procedures, acquire
familiarity with the laboratory information
system and develop other skills specific to
analytical functions.

In spite of the specialized nature of
environmental laboratory employment, the
consensus is that wages continue to be flat
since the recession ended in 2011 or are
increasing slightly above the inflation rate.

The scientific and technical positions
are thus no different than most other areas
of the economy outside of finance, IT and
biomedicine.

Instrumentation and technology
“We live in a stodgy world when it

comes to techniques,” said Flowers. “The
EPA is the gatekeeper for technology, and
they’re slow to make changes.”

He backed these statements up by de-
scribing his experience in getting a new
chemical oxygen demand analyzer certi-
fied for use in his lab. He expects it to take
up to two years and a “huge effort by the
manufacturer” and his lab along with eight
other laboratories participating in the vali-
dation exercise.

The cost of new instrumentation can
be a significant financial drag on environ-
mental labs implementing new technolo-
gies. A new liquid chromatography mass
spectrometer mass spectrometer, LC/MS/
MS, could cost a lab as much as half a
million dollars, Flowers said.

Dixon said that most environmental
labs, including his, maintain their instru-
ments and continue to use them effectively
even as equipment manufacturers promote
upgraded models still dependent on estab-
lished separation, detection and quantifi-
cation technologies.

Given new equipment costs, laboratory

practitioners see little reason for environ-
mental agencies to change regulations that
require more frequent major equipment
purchases unless they also provide unique
capabilities, lower detection limits or sig-
nificantly increased efficiency.

Flowers noted that the laboratory in-
formation management systems, in con-
trast to the equipment itself, is one aspect
of laboratory automation and management
that requires constant tweaking. He said
that he had one person working almost full-
time on his LIMS.

Added capability, instrument compat-
ibility, efficiency, data portability, and
long-term data maintenance and storage,
continue to give an edge to labs that em-
brace the most capable LIMS.

Managing change
Overall, Florida’s environmental lab

industry seems to be in good shape thanks
to an improving economy. But the enter-
prise faces two challenges in the near term.

One is the extent that reduced moni-
toring and permitting requirements will
have on lab clients and the business they
bring to labs. Much change has been prom-
ised by the Trump administration but little
has yet happened.

The second item of concern is the eco-
nomic impact that new lab certification
standards will have on environmental labs,
especially the smaller operations.

Either one or both of these challenges
could result in consequences for individual
labs and lead to further consolidation.

LABSLABSLABSLABSLABS
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Seven Labs Means More Local Service and Faster TAT

Florida’s Largest Laboratory Network

Government rule changes play havoc with your business and staff.
The economy has changed both business models and peoples’

lives. Many subcontractors have been sold or changed names, and
more still will. Regardless of what changes come, AEL will continue

to be there for all our clients, tomorrow and beyond.

When all else changes, you can count on AEL

Jacksonville - (904) 363-9350
Josh Apple - japple@aellab.com

Fort Myers - (239) 674-8130
David Herring - dherring@aellab.com

Gainesville - (352) 377-2349
Todd Romero - tromero@aellab.com

Miami - (954) 889-2288
Wayne Khan - wkhan@aellab.com

Orlando - (407) 937-1594
Sheila Wilcox - swilcox@aellab.com

Tallahassee - (850) 219-6274
Tim Preston - tpreston@aellab.com

Tampa - (813) 630-9616
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WWW.ACCUTEST.COM

NEW SGS ACCUTEST SERVICE CENTER IN LAUDERHILL

Now part of SGS North America’s Environment, Health 
& Safety group, we continue to provide an industry-
leading breadth of services. SGS Accutest’s Orlando lab 
specializes in Explosives, ISM, Perhclorate and PFAS as 
well as other groundwater and soil testing. 

The new Lauderhill, FL service center provides a 
convenient service to  clients as they ensure samples are 
quickly transported to the Orlando laboratory.  

Contact us today at +1 407 425 6700 or visit our website 
at www.accutest.com  |  www.sgs.com.
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Proposed DOH rule sparks uncertainty for environmental labs
By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

In February, the Florida Department
of Health began new rule develop-
ment for environmental lab certifica-

tion standards and fees when it released
its Preliminary Text of the Proposed Rule
Development for sections 64E-1.0015
through 64E-1.107.

On the surface, the revised rule appears
to have only a few significant changes. But
those changes have Florida’s environmen-
tal laboratory officials sitting up and tak-
ing notice.

Significant changes
The proposed text includes a number

of updates to rule language, mostly minor
with respect to laboratory operations.

The three provisions that directly af-
fect laboratory operations are slightly re-
duced certification fees, new and modified
requirements for site inspections, and the
adoption of 2016 certification standards
from The NELAC Institute.

Certification fees
The new rule proposes lowering annual

certification fees slightly.
A laboratory seeking certification in

one category would pay $400 annually
down from the current $500. The $100 re-
duction would apply to each of up to three

category certifications. For four category
certifications or more, the price would be
$1,600 rather than $2,000.

Examples of categories include chemi-
cal testing, asbestos testing, toxicity test-
ing and microbial testing. Within a single
category, there may be multiple separate
procedures that labs perform for their cli-
ents.

Laboratory managers we spoke with
said they would like to see DOH’s charges
reduced much more.

Dale Dixon, PhD, president and lab
manager for Benchmark EnviroAnalytical
Laboratory Inc. in Palmetto, in written
comments to DOH, asked for annual fees
to be reduced to $125 each for one to three
categories and to a flat $500 for annual
certification in four or more categories.

Not surprisingly, other lab managers
we spoke with preferred Dixon’s proposed
fee reduction compared to those in the
PTPRD.

They said that because DOH has
handed off so much of the responsibility
for lab certification oversight, the current
fees paid to them are simply not justified.

“All they (DOH) do is send us a piece
of paper,” said Jason Weeks, president of
Marinco Bioassay Laboratories Inc. in Sa-
rasota.

Proficiency testing, site inspections
Lab officials also criticized the pro-

posed certification fees because they now
pay for twice-annual proficiency testing,
and also bear the cost of third party labora-
tory site inspections that can amount to
thousands of dollars per year.

And if DOH staff has to make a visit to
a lab, the department assesses the travel
costs to the lab.

In comments made in past years, lab
managers said they preferred to see profi-
ciency testing reduced from twice a year
to once a year for each of the analytical
procedures the laboratory offers. However,
the draft rule maintains the twice-a-year re-
quirement.

DOH also proposed to modify some on-
site inspection requirements for labs. Site
inspections must occur at least once every
two years. The inspections may be done by
DOH or by approved third-party inspec-
tors. In either case, the labs must pay the
travel expenses and lodging costs for the
inspectors.

DOH added a new provision in the draft
rules that may increase site visit require-
ments. All significant changes relevant to
a lab’s certification are to be reported to
DOH’s Bureau of Public Health Laborato-
ries within 30 calendar days after the

change.
These include, but are not limited to,

changes in commercial or ownership sta-
tus, top management and key personnel,
resources and premises. Other changes
may also, at DOH’s discretion, be grounds
for a site visit.

Site inspection costs are significant for
analytical labs.

Dixon noted in a letter to DOH through
his lawyer, Jeb Branham Esq. with the Law
Offices of Jeb T. Branham in Jacksonville
Beach, that he formerly paid DOH $7,500
for annual certification that included the
annual site inspection before the state au-
thorized the third party inspections.

Now, Dixon has a contract with a third-
party inspector for which he pays $11,000
for two years of coverage.

In the letter, Dixon asserted that DOH
currently accredits only nine third-party
inspectors and in practice—due to inspec-
tor scheduling and logistics conflicts—
Florida labs generally have a choice of
fewer available inspectors.

He noted that there is only one Florida-
based site inspector, which results in higher
travel costs to Florida labs.

Dixon asked DOH to increase the num-
ber of approved inspectors from nine to
15 and to ensure that at least half of them
are based in Florida.

Certification standards
The preliminary text of the laboratory

certification standards proposes to adopt
the 2016 TNI standards. In addition, it in-
cludes the continued use five subsections
from the NELAC 2003 Standards and one
standard from the TNI 2009 Standards for
Toxicity Testing.

Out-of-state laboratories with NELAC
certification have an exception under the
proposed rule: they may apply for recip-
rocal certification provided that “the labo-
ratory is certified by a National Environ-
mental Laboratory Accreditation Program
Accreditation Body for those fields of ac-
creditation in which the laboratory is re-
questing certification pursuant to this rule.”

Uncertainty, increased costs
Although costs and site inspections are

important components of the new rule,
adoption of soon-to-be-finalized 2016 TNI
certification standards is the most signifi-
cant provision of the proposed rule. It af-
fects all day-to-day operations in an ana-
lytical laboratory.

Comments about the proposed stan-
dards ran the gamut.

“I don’t understand why we can’t keep
standards the way they are,” said Marinco’s
Weeks. “We do good work under the old
standards.”

At the other end of the spectrum, Walter
Kronz, vice president of Advanced Envi-
ronmental Laboratories Inc. headquartered
in Jacksonville, endorsed the changes.

“Think of the advances in medicine,
cell phones and TVs in the past 20 years,”
said Kronz. “And then ask yourself: Why
should labs operate on rules based on sci-
ence almost 20 years old?

“In our view, the 2016 standards are
just an evolution of QA/QC to keep up with
advancing science and technology.”

Those who have reservations about the
new standards are primarily influenced by
the uncertainty of the cost of compliance.

“The adoption of these TNI standards
will require each commercial and govern-
mental laboratory to hire approximately
one new quality control employee at an ap-
proximate cost of $100,000 annually for
wages and overhead,” wrote Dixon in his
letter to DOH.

He asserted that the increased costs
could drive many smaller labs out of busi-
ness. The result would be hundreds of un-
employed people, and a dozen large ana-
lytical laboratories serving the Florida mar-
ket, not all of whom would be based in
Florida.

Jefferson Flowers, PhD, president of
Flowers Chemical Laboratories Inc. head-
quartered in Altamonte Springs, agreed
that compliance with specific details of the
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Conservancy releases report on water quality, other issues of
concern in Southwest FloridaBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHI

A n environmental group is urging
policymakers to take more action
to protect the environment in a

new report examining the state of water
quality and other environmental issues in
Southwest Florida.

The report from the Conservancy of
Southwest Florida said the region hosts
some of the most productive estuaries in
Florida where many species of wildlife,
plants and aquatic life rely on the area
where freshwater meets saltwater.

But some parts of the region are expe-
riencing major issues that must be ad-
dressed, said the group, which assigned en-
vironmental health letter grades in each
geographic area studied for the report.

The conservancy’s Estuaries Report
Card compiled information from many
sources using consistent indications and
converted the information into grades that
represent Southwest Florida estuarine
health.

One grade is for water quality, such as
the presence of nutrients, metals and bac-
teria in the water. Another grade is for wild-
life habitat, which includes preservation of
mangroves and wetlands, plus the acqui-
sition of conservation lands.

Worst off are the Naples Bay watershed
and the Caloosahatchee River basin from
Lee County’s coast to near Lake Okeecho-
bee. These watersheds received a D- grade,
both in preserved habitat and water qual-
ity.

Best off is the Ten Thousand Islands
region, stretching from Collier County’s
coast through vast preserves into southern
Hendry County. It received an A+ for pre-
served habitat, but a C+ for water quality.
The most common water quality grade for
estuaries and watersheds in Lee and Col-
lier counties was a D or D-.

Collier and Lee county voters, like oth-
ers across Florida, overwhelmingly em-
braced Amendment 1 in 2014, calling on
lawmakers to increase land acquisition
using taxes collected from property trans-
actions.

“Each estuary has different stresses
impacting it, “said Marisa Carrozzo, a
senior environmental policy specialist
with the group. “There are a lot of pol-
lution problems and development pres-
sures, as well as a lot of hydrologic al-
terations.”

She said it is very important to protect
the region’s estuaries that have major eco-
nomic impacts and provide recreational
opportunities for residents and tourists.

The conservancy recommends that lo-
cal, state and federal decision-makers and
agencies implement and enforce policies
and regulations to protect critical wetlands
and flow-ways.

In addition, the conservancy recom-
mends improving the standards of review
for projects impacting wetland and wild-
life habitat and increasing protections for
wetlands.

In 2016, the Florida Legislature com-
mitted some $200 million for Everglades
protection under Legacy Florida and this
year added plans for a water storage reser-
voir south of Lake Okeechobee.

To adequately protect and restore wa-
ter quality, the conservancy recommends
effective source control to treat water on-
site, protective and enforceable water qual-
ity standards, protective local stormwater
and fertilizer ordinances, strict adherence
to TMDLs and implementation of best
management practices.

In addition, the group recommends the
re-initiation and adoption of an updated
and effective statewide stormwater treat-
ment rule.

Pollution should also be controlled at
the source. The group said this is the cheap-
est and most effective way to protect wa-
ter quality. Adequately treating water on-
site—whether it is urban or agricultural
runoff, or discharges from wastewater
treatment plants—prevents pollution from
entering waterbodies.

In addition, state government and lo-
cal jurisdictions should prioritize funding
for water quality data collection and as-

sessment to identify water quality prob-
lems quickly and accurately.

Existing water quality standards should
not be weakened, the report said.

In addition, the enforcement of stan-
dards through effective permit limits,
stormwater management and best manage-
ment practices are all critical to protect

water quality.
Carrozzo said that while the report fo-

cused on Southwest Florida, many of the
issues raised are pertinent across the state.

“A lot of the recommendations that we
made apply across the board,” she said.
“Protecting environmentally sensitive
land, comprehensive water quality moni-
toring—all of these things are important
across the state.”

Central Florida air quality remains
good despite drought, wildfires

By PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHI

O range County is making steady
improvements in air quality de-
spite a report from federal envi-

ronmental officials that painted a gloomy
forecast of the region’s air.

The recent report by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency warned that
Orlando’s air could be a risk for the young
and old, and those with health issues.

The report was triggered in part by the
relentless drought that plagued Central
Florida earlier this year. Until the recent
summer rains, Orlando experienced one of
the driest years on record.

Heat and sunshine worsen smog, which
draws ingredients from fuel vapors, car
exhaust and industrial emissions.

But a top air quality official said that
Orange County is making strides in im-
proving its air quality.

Renee Parker, air quality supervisor at
Orange County’s Environmental Protec-
tion Division, acknowledged that the
drought has had an impact on particulate
matter levels.

The high temperatures, relentless sun-
shine and non-stop wildfires have com-
bined to increase air pollution.

But Parker said that, based on air qual-
ity gauges, the region’s air is good over-
all.

She said that air quality index values
are broken down by ranges and colors with
0-50 being good, or green; 51-100 moder-
ate, or yellow; and 101-150, or orange,
which means the air is unhealthy for eld-
erly, young people and those with asthma.

If the air quality falls in the 151-200
range, or red, the air is unhealthy for all
groups.

“We have had a few yellow days and
rarely have had an orange day,” Parker
said. “The last time we had a red day was
in 2007.

“The air quality in this area is very
good. The crosswinds from both coasts

AIRAIRAIRAIRAIR
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Call fCall fCall fCall fCall for or or or or AbstrAbstrAbstrAbstrAbstractsactsactsactsacts
The 2017 FRC conference team is now identifying exciting and relevant talks for presentation at the 2017 conference and
we would like to hear from you with abstracts on a variety of topics, including:

• University assessment and remediation-focused research
• Applications of risk-based decision making to assessment and remediation projects
• Brownfield assessment/remediation
• Innovative/creative site assessment strategies; technologies to develop effective

conceptual site models
• Addressing the complex site challenge—assessment through remediation
• Combined and/or Phased Remedial Strategies
• Chlorinated solvents, NAPLs
• Emerging contaminants (1,4-dioxane, PFCs, pharmaceutical

personal care products, etc.)
• Remedial system optimization
• PRP case studies: Assessment and remediation within the

state PRP—tools and techniques for ATC  success
• Assessment and remediation within the Florida Drycleaner

Solvent Cleanup Program
• Vapor intrusion
• Vendor-focused technologies and products (anticipated to

be a session with “speed talks”)
• Regulatory policy and initiatives
• Cleanup case studies of sites and surface water contaminated with

petroleum, PCBs, DNAPLs and LNAPLs, chlorinated solvents, arsenic
and heavy metals, pesticides, nitrates/nitrites and other contaminants.

In addition, we are considering presenting several sessions featuring open
forum discussion on technologies, site assessment techniques and regula-
tory subjects.  If you have a suggestion for an open forum subject, chime in.

Take the Leap to
Grow Your Career!!!

WANTED:
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

New “Young Professionals” Session
planned for FRC 2017

If you will be 35 or younger in
December, 2017, and are interested in
participating in our Young Professionals

Session, please indicate on your
abstract submittal.

We anticipate shorter duration (10
minute) presentations for the Young

Professionals Session with Cash Prizes
for the top presentations.

Please submit abstract of approximately 250 words by Aug. 15, 2017.

Presentations will range from five minutes to an anticipated maximum of 20 minutes in length. Please indicate the topic
area your abstract is being submitted for (or provide your own) and your recommendation regarding length of the talk.

Miami cleaning up former landfill on Virginia Key for use as park
By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

B y 2020, 125 acres on the interior
of Virginia Key east of Miami will
be converted from a contaminated

abandoned landfill to Miami’s largest park.
The concept of the park dates back to

at least 2010 and a master plan for Vir-
ginia Key.

Conversion from abandoned landfill to
urban park will proceed in two phases. Site
remediation, now underway, is first. Park
construction will follow.

The city of Miami used the site as a
landfill for biosolids from the adjacent
wastewater treatment plant and for munici-
pal wastes.

It served in this capacity from 1961
through the mid-1970s, eventually filled
to a height of about 30 feet before it was
closed in 1977.

In 1980, the city capped the site with
porous soil, but did little else in terms of
site remediation until recently.

Efforts to return the site to contempo-
rary beneficial use have been underway in
stages for several years.

Between 2009 and 2014, environmen-
tal consultants hired by the city installed
37 monitoring wells, collected 96 soil
samples by boring and used ground-pen-
etrating radar and seismic testing to char-

acterize the distribution and density of the
waste and bedrock.

Sewage sludge decomposition is still
producing significant amounts of ammo-
nia that is present in groundwater beneath
the site.

In addition, anaerobic biodegradation
produces or could produce significant
amounts of methane gas that will eventu-
ally escape to the atmosphere.

One of the borings indicated a hydro-
carbon-contaminated hotspot, perhaps due
to inappropriate disposal of waste oil.

The volume and extent of waste on the
site makes excavation and removal imprac-
tical.

With that information in mind, Miami-
Dade decided to cap the landfill site with
two feet of clean limestone soil, provided
from the Port of Miami expansion project
several years ago.

Port construction spoils were stored on
site and capping commenced this June.

The capping will prevent rainwater
from percolating into the landfill strata.
Stormwater will be drained to the perim-
eter of the limestone cap and then man-
aged in the usual way as runoff.

The city will sink recovery wells and
dispose of the ammonia-laden groundwa-
ter through a deep disposal well at the city’s
adjacent wastewater treatment plant.

“We’re doing the groundwater pump-
ing for aquifer assessment,” said Wilbur
Mayorga, PE, chief of the Environmental
Monitoring & Restoration Division at the
Miami-Dade County Department of Envi-
ronmental Resource Management. “We
don’t have a final number of wells at this
time.”

Mayorga explained that a similar sys-
tem installed at Biscayne Landing has 31
wells that recover about one million gal-
lons of groundwater per day. He said he
expects Virginia Key to be similar with
multiple recovery wells and perhaps a mil-
lion gallons per day in withdrawals.

The city has no plans to recover the
methane, but the remediation plan advises
that buildings constructed on the site in-
clude appropriate ventilation to prevent
indoor methane accumulation.

In mid-July, the county continued to
spread the port’s dredge spoils on the land-
fill to form the  20-inch cover.

Since the first soil cap was installed in
the 1980s, settlement and erosion have cre-
ated an uneven soil cap depth. The current
capping effort will restore the desired
depth.

Mayoraga emphasized the need for
continuing maintenance.

While he said it is thought that most of
the settling has occurred over the past 35-

40 years, the county will actively main-
tain the soil cap, including controlling ero-
sion caused by stormwater runoff.

The plan underway includes a series of
swales to keep all stormwater on site. Ex-
cess stormwater will be sent down drain-
age wells to a depth of about 100 feet,
avoiding drainage to Biscayne Bay.

When soil capping and landform re-
shaping is complete, the site could be cov-
ered with vegetation of natural hammock
trees and plants, or grass could be planted
and the site used for recreation.

The city owns the site and will make
the decision about its future use.

The remediation effort is expected to
take up to 18 months, giving city officials
plenty of time to further develop specific
plans for the new urban park.

Those plans will probably involve mul-
tiple uses. Part of the site includes a small
remnant of the original hammock that cov-
ers the entire island. Parts of those areas
are used by bicyclists for off-road cycling.

The southwest corner of the land con-
tains several acres of mangrove swamps.
A beach with a seawall is now used by
kayakers and paddle boarders.

In addition, the site is adjacent to a
couple of swimming beaches. On the west
is Miami’s former Marine Stadium, now
used as a site for the annual Miami Boat
Show. Parking for these facilities may be
part of the development plans.

Over the next 18 months, city officials
are expected to conduct public meetings
to flesh out final design plans for the city
park.

Miami officials have a lot of work
ahead to design a park that will include a
mosaic of facilities and park amenities to
serve city residents’ diverse uses.

Brownfield grants
awarded to five

Florida communities
By PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHI

F ive Florida communities are receiv-
ing a financial boost in their efforts
to redevelop brownfield sites.

The five are among 172 across the
country to receive funding from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency for re-
developing vacant and unused properties.

In DeLand, a $400,000 grant will be
used to clean up the 20-acre former Needle
Park parcel at 1777 Langley Avenue and a
70-acre Navy dump parcel at 163 Old Day-
tona Road.

The grants will help redevelop the city-
owned sites at the DeLand Municipal Air-
port, said Belinda Williams-Collins, senior
planner and brownfield project manager
for the city.

Years ago, one of the sites was used as
a Naval Air Station.

“A lot of hazardous materials were
dumped there,” Williams-Collins said.
“These include tires, glass and a tar-like
material believed to be from a former in-
cinerator.”

At the Needle Park site, medical waste
including syringes and hypodermic
needles were dumped.

Both sites have been vacant and unused
for many years.

“For want of a better word, these sites
have been forgotten,” she said. “There has
been no reason for them to be cleaned up.”

Recently, there has been increasing in-
terest in new development at the airport,
she said.

“The airport was a good candidate for
economic development because there are
already many businesses out there,” she
said. “It’s a regional center for economic
activity. As a result, these sites have come
into focus as potential areas for develop-
ment.”

The Needle Park site is close to a sports
complex, and once the site is cleaned up,
the city is planning park upgrades.

The other site will be turned into a

GRANTSGRANTSGRANTSGRANTSGRANTS
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E-mail abstracts to Mike Eastman at mreast@enviro-net.com.
For more information, call (407) 671-7777 or visit www.enviro-net.com.
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Every month, we publish this calendar of environmental indus-
try events...have been for well over 35 years. It’s the most com-
prehensive calendar available of local events here in Florida and
regional/national events of interest to Florida’s environmental pro-
fessional community.

Send notices of conferences, seminars, courses, workshops,
meetings, expos and other events of interest to environmental pro-
fessionals working in Florida at least 45 days in advance of event
to Calendar, Florida Specifier, P.O. Box 2175, Goldenrod, FL 32733-
2175; fax, (407) 671-7757; e-mail mreast@enviro-net.com.

Thank you!

Help us keep our readers informed

sports aviation village where businesses
associated with the aircraft industry can set
up shop. The city is providing matching
funds of 20 percent towards the cleanup,
Williams-Collins said.

The city is required to clean up the sites
by September, 2020, but hopes to be fin-
ished long before then.

Other grant recipients include the
Apalachee Regional Planning Council in
Florida’s Eastern Panhandle. The council
was awarded $300,000 to conduct 10
Phase I and eight Phase II environmental
site assessments, and prepare four cleanup
plans and a community involvement plan.

The money will be evenly divided be-
tween cleaning up hazardous substances
and remediating petroleum contamination.

Gadsden County will receive $300,000
to conduct 10 Phase I and five Phase II
ESAs. Grant funds will also be used for
cleanup planning.

In Pensacola, a $200,000 grant will be
used to clean up the Community Maritime
Park property on the 300 Block West Main
Street and support community outreach
activities there.

Finally, in Tallahassee, $300,000 will
be used to perform 10 Phase I and five
Phase II ESAs, conduct cleanup planning
and support outreach activities.

In a statement, EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt said the agency is committed to
working with communities to redevelop
brownfield sites that have plagued neigh-
borhoods.

“EPA’s assessment and cleanup grants
target communities that are economically
disadvantaged and include places where
environmental cleanup and new jobs are
most needed,” he said.

GRANTSGRANTSGRANTSGRANTSGRANTS
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August

AUG. 2-4 – Conference: FLERA Conference 2017,
Environmental Leadership in Changing Times, Sa-
rasota, FL. Presented by the Florida Local Environ-
mental Resource Agencies Inc. Call (850) 701-4800
or visit www.flera.org.

AUG. 2-5 – Course: Backflow Prevention Assembly
Tester Training and Certification, Tallahassee, FL.
Presented by the University of Florida TREEO Cen-
ter. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 2-5 – Conference: 2017 FES/FICE Annual
Summer Conference, Palm Beach, FL. Presented by
the Florida Engineering Society and the Florida In-
stitute of Consulting Engineers. Call (850) 224-7121
or visit www.fleng.org.

AUG. 3-4 – Exam: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, West Palm Beach, FL. Presented by
the University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352)
392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 5-6 – Exam: Backflow Prevention Recertifi-
cation Exam, Bradenton, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 7-11 – Course: Wastewater Class A Certifica-
tion Review, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Uni-
versity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 7-11 – Conference: National Environmental
Monitoring Conference, Washington, DC. Cospon-
sored by The NELAC Institute under a cooperative
agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. Visit www.nemc.us.

AUG. 10-11 – Exam: Backflow Prevention Recerti-
fication Exam, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 10-11 – Conference: American Water Re-
sources Association Florida Chapter Annual Confer-
ence, Key Largo, FL. Email awra@awraflorida.org
or visit www.awraflorida.org.

AUG. 11-12 – Exam: Backflow Prevention Recerti-
fication Exam, Miami, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

AUG. 13-14 – Conference: 2017 North American
Hazardous Materials Management Association Na-
tional Conference, Clearwater, FL. Call (303) 451-
5945 or visit nahmma.org.

AUG. 14-18 – Course: Water Class A Certification
Review, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570
or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 15 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Operator - 8 Hour, Davie,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 15 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Operator - 4 Hour, Davie,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 15 – Course: Initial Training Course for Spot-
ters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Stations -
8 Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 15 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Spotter - 4 Hour, Davie,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.
ufl.edu.

AUG. 15-16 – Course: Initial Training Course for
Transfer Station Operators and Materials Recovery
Facilities – 16 Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 15-16 – Course: Refresher Training Course
for Experienced Solid Waste Operator - 16 Hour,
Davie, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

AUG. 15-17 – Course: Initial Training for Landfill
Operators and C&D Sites – 24 Hour, Davie, FL. Pre-
sented by the University of Florida TREEO Center.
Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 15-17 – Course: Initial Training for Operators
of Landfills and Waste Processing Facilities, Kiss-
immee, FL. Presented by the University of Florida
TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

AUG. 16 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Operator - 4 Hour, Davie,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

AUG. 16 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Operator – 8 Hour, Davie,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

AUG. 17 – Course: Refresher Training Course for

Experienced Solid Waste Operator - 4 Hour, Davie,
FL. Presented by the University of Florida TREEO
Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.
ufl.edu.

AUG. 18 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Operator, Spanish Only- 4
Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 18 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Spotter, Spanish Only - 4
Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 18 – Course: Initial Training Course for Spot-
ters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Stations,
Spanish Only - 8 Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 18-19 – Course: Initial Training Course for
Transfer Station Operators and Materials Recovery
Facilities, Spanish Only – 16 Hour, Davie, FL. Pre-
sented by the University of Florida TREEO Center.
Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 18-19 – Course: Refresher Training Course
for Experienced Solid Waste Operator, Spanish Only-
16 Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 18-19 – Course: Backflow Prevention Assem-
bly Repair and Maintenance Training and Certifica-
tion, Venice, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu..

AUG. 19 – Course: Initial Training Course for Spot-
ters at Landfills, C&D Sites and Transfer Stations,
Spanish Only - 8 Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the

University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 20 – Course: Refresher Training Course for
Experienced Solid Waste Spotter, Spanish Only - 4
Hour, Davie, FL. Presented by the University of
Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit
www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 21-24 – Symposium: 29th Annual Technical
Symposium of the Florida Lake Management Soci-
ety, Duck Key, FL. Call (352) 434-5025, e-mail flms
home@aol.com or visit www.flms.net.

AUG. 23-24 – Workshop: 2017 State Revolving
Fund/Water Project Funding Workshop, Orlando, FL.
Presented by the Florida Engineering Society, the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection and
the Florida Institute of Consulting Engineers. Call
(850) 224-7121, e-mail seminars@fleng.org or visit
www.fleng.org.

AUG. 25-26 – Course: Cross Connection Control:
Survey and Inspection, Venice, FL. Presented by the
University of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-
9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 29-31 – Course: Water Distribution Systems
Operator Level 1 Training Course, Kissimmee, FL.
Presented by the University of Florida TREEO Cen-
ter. Call (352) 392-9570 or visit www.treeo.ufl.edu.

AUG. 29-31 – Course: Microbiology of Activated
Sludge, Gainesville, FL. Presented by the Univer-
sity of Florida TREEO Center. Call (352) 392-9570.

September

SEPT. 8 – Seminar: Demonstrating and Achieving
Progress in Reducing Pollutant Loads, Orlando, FL.
Presented by the Florida Stormwater Association.
Call 1-888-221-3124 or visit www.florida-storm
water.org.

Sep. 8-9, 2017 | Ft. Myers, FL
Sep. 9-10, 2017 | Bradenton, FL
Sep. 11-12, 2017 | Orlando, FL
Sep. 29-30, 2017 | Venice, FL
Oct. 2-3, 2017 | Orlando, FL
Oct. 7-8, 2017 | Bradenton, FL
Oct. 19-20, 2017 | Gainesville, FL
Oct. 19-20, 2017 | West Palm Beach, FL

Sep. 11-15, 2017 | Gainesville, FL
Sep. 15-23, 2017* | Venice, FL
Sep. 18-26, 2017 | Medley, FL (Two consecutive Mon. & 
Tues., Spanish Only)

Oct. 6-14, 2017* | Ft. Myers, FL
Oct. 16-20, 2017 | Pensacola, FL
*(Two consecutive Fri. & Sat.)
** (Two consecutive Sat. & Sun.)

  
Sep. 11-13, 2017 | Altamonte Springs, FL
Sep. 13-15, 2017 | Orlando, FL
Sep. 18-20, 2017 | Gainesville, FL
Oct. 4-6, 2014 | Orlando, FL

Aug. 28, 2017 | Lecanto, FL

Aug. 29-31, 2017 | Kissimmee, FL

Sep. 19-22, 2017 | Gainesville, FL

Sep. 26-27, 2017 | Gainesville, FL

Sep. 26, 2017 | Gainesville, FL

Sep. 27, 2017 | Gainesville, FL

 

Taylor Greene        

(352) 294-3874

Sep. 11-13, 2017 | Gainesville, FL

3900 SW 63rd Blvd.
Gainesville, FL 

32608
(352) 392-9570

Sep. 19-21, 2017 | Plant City, FL

Sep. 27, 2017 | Plant City, FL
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Environmental Services

• Permitting • Phase 1 ESAs
• Wetland Delineation & UMAM • GIS Mapping
• Gopher Tortoise Survey & Relocation • Water Quality Studies
• Listed Species & Habitat Assessments • Environmental Impact Assessments

(352) 249-1012  •  www.MGCenvironmental.com

IDW Transportation and Disposal Ash Site Remediation
Soil and Groundwater Remediation Remedial System Installation

Large Diameter Auger Technology In-Situ Soil Stabilization
Arsenic Site Rehabilitation Landfill Reclamation

Vacuum Truck Services Industrial Waste Cleaning
Spill Response Roll-off Services

Contact Us:
Todd Hodgson Gordon Kirkland

thodgson@feccorporation.com gkirkland@feccorporation.com

(800) 771-1050

E N V I R O N M E N T A L
D R I L L I N G   S E R V I C E  inc.

Phone: (407) 295-3532  • E-mail:
Doug@edsenvironmental.com
www.edsenvironmental.com

Celebrating 28 Years of Service
1989 - 2017

Auger, Rotary, Sonic, Geoprobe Truck
and ATV-Mounted Services Statewide

Business Card Ads

Keep your company in front of thousands of environmental professionals
every month at extremely cost-competitive rates. Call (407) 671-7777.

Ad size Dimensions Annual Rate
Single card 2 1/4" x 1 1/8" $425
Double card 2 1/4" x 2 1/4" or 4 3/4" x 1 1/8" $725
Triple card 2 1/4" x 3 1/2" $1,025
Quadruple card 2 1/4" x 4 1/2" or 4 3/4" x 2 1/4" $1,225

new standards would be an added burden.
For example, with respect to the con-

tinuous improvement quality plan, “you
will have to document your quality assur-
ance system,” he said. “You must improve
it every year and you have to document it
every year.

“Instead of getting the job done, you’re
going to have to justify getting the job
done. It’s a burden being put onto the lab.
Moving to a more complicated standard
will not be beneficial.”

Flowers also noted the confusing na-
ture of determining and validating mini-
mum detection levels under the TNI 2016
standards. He characterized them as
change for change’s sake—not improve-
ments.

TNI response
Jerry Parr, president of The NELAC In-

stitute, said that when NELAC instituted
its first set of standards in 2003, periodic
updates were explicitly anticipated and cer-
tifying authorities in member states were
expected to adopt them expeditiously.

He pointed out that Florida is one only
four states still using the 2003 standards
because, he said, Gov. Rick Scott’s elec-
tion promise of “no new regulations”
blocked the state DOH from implement-
ing TNI 2009 standards at time of issue.

However, according to Parr, Florida
“does not penalize” labs that voluntarily
follow TNI 2009 standards.

According to Parr, many NELAC 2003
standards are obsolete. The original
NELAC body that issued them merged
with another standards organization in
2005 and emerged as TNI.

He said that, at some point, NELAC
2003 standards are “going to go away”
because TNI will withdraw its support for
them. DOH, therefore, has little alterna-
tive other than to update its standards.

Parr tried to allay concerns about the
perceived complexity of the new standards,
noting that the 2009 and 2016 standards
have been simplified compared to the 2003
standards.

He pointed out that the 2009 standards,
reorganized under certification categories,
comprise a document that totals 180 pages.
The 2003 standards fill 389 pages.

He characterized the 2016 standards as
“easier to read … a better document.”

He said it is more flexible, and because
it is arranged in modules by certification
category, it’s more effective for smaller
laboratories.

Parr did not agree that the new stan-
dards will impose the extra cost many fear.

For the reasons mentioned above plus
the added flexibility of the new rules, he
said that the costs will not be much greater.

DOH communications
The wide breadth of impressions and

uncertainty about the recently-developed

TNI 2016 standards is in no small way, at-
tributable to DOH’s “failure to communi-
cate.”

DOH prepared two copies of the pro-
posed standards that can only be viewed
at DOH offices in Tallahassee and Jack-
sonville.

The agency determined that posting the
publications on the internet for purpose of
public inspection and examination would
constitute a violation of federal copyright
laws.

The only alternative to a visit to DOH
offices is to purchase TNI’s 2009 and 2016
publications.

Lab managers might justify the cost of
the manuals at about $75 each, according
to Parr, but other non-lab stakeholders
might find buying copies an unjustified
financial burden.

In any case, when a rule is up for com-
ment, authorities are duty-bound to make
them appropriately available for the pub-
lic to read.

Managers support standards, but …
Critics of the TNI 2016 standards do

not object to compliance standards in gen-
eral. All laboratory managers interviewed
supported the need for these standards.

Dixon and Flowers, in particular, had
high praise for the contributions that the
2003 rules and the 2009 updates made to
the analytical lab enterprise in Florida.

Nor is the opposition to TNI 2016 stan-
dards an objection to DOH’s role as the
accrediting authority.

Flowers endorsed the effectiveness of
private labs with DOH oversight. He said
it was a good system that protected public
health, and was transparent and account-
able with each side watching over the
other.

Flowers compared Florida’s situation
with that at the core the Flint, MI, drink-
ing water lead contamination scandal.

It occurred, he said, because layered
government testing labs, enforcement
agencies and oversight agencies were too
closely allied to analyze, recognize and
take action to end the contamination be-
fore it became harmful to the public.

“That situation could never arise in
Florida,” he said with conviction.

New standards timetable
Parr said that the TNI 2016 standards

are in the final stages of formulation and
are expected to be ready for formal state
adoption into rule by the end of the year.

DOH did not respond to our repeated
calls and e-mails for comment on this story.
In the absence of any response from them,
we can only speculate that Florida could
complete formal rulemaking in 2018.

While implementation of the new stan-
dards seems inevitable, other changes from
the proposed text, such as lower fees, are
still on the table and will be welcomed by
environmental lab managers across the
state.

CERTIFICACERTIFICACERTIFICACERTIFICACERTIFICATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
FFFFFrom Prom Prom Prom Prom Page 8age 8age 8age 8age 8

Fort Myers to clean up 1960s-era arsenic-contaminated sludge ponds
By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

In late June, the Fort Myers City Coun-
cil voted to move ahead with a phased
remediation project in the city’s

Dunbar neighborhood to clean up arsenic
contamination in former sludge disposal
ponds.

From roughly 1962 until about 1967, a
nearby water treatment plant disposed of

lime softening sludge in several ponds on
the property. The long-abandoned disposal
ponds are on several lots bordered by
South Street, Henderson Avenue, Jeffcott
Street and Midway Avenue.

City officials discovered signs of ar-
senic during a site visit when a contami-
nation search was not on the visit agenda.

Several areas of unusual soil discolora-
tion indicated possible arsenic presence,

later verified by chemical analysis.
According to Fort Myers Spokesper-

son Kiersten O’Donnell, arsenic analyses
in 2007 indicated the presence of arsenic.

“(Arsenic concentrations in) 43 of 44
test pits were found to be between resi-
dential and commercial SCTLs (soil clean-
up target levels),” she wrote in response
to queries.

She said that the arsenic’s source is
perplexing. The water treatment plant did
not knowingly use or dispose of any ar-
senic-containing materials. The city pur-
chased the property in 1962 specifically
for lime treatment sludge disposal.

At that time, the approximately 17-acre
parcel was outside city limits and had no
close neighbors who may have used the
ponds for disposal.

According to O’Donnell, the ponds
may have been borrow pits or the city
might have dug them.

By 1967, the city filled the ponds to
capacity with sludge and then began pip-
ing it to another site. The city water treat-
ment plant now uses deep injection wells
for sludge disposal.

In 2003, the city council designated the
site as part of the Dunbar Enterprise Area,

a brownfield area.
When they decided to sell the property,

there was little interest. Habitat for Human-
ity wanted to build homes there, but soil
tests showed that the sludge underlaying
the lots made it unsuitable for slab con-
struction homes.

The city council’s action to clean up
the site is, in part, a response to the con-
cerns of neighboring residents.

The former pond sites have never been
fenced off to restrict access. At its June
19th meeting, the council voted to imme-
diately fence the lots.

“The city is preparing to start a new
series of testing, including characterization
of the sludge and retesting of the soil and
groundwater,” said O’Donnell. “The soil
on the adjacent properties has not been
tested yet.”

Specific future remediation efforts will
depend on the findings of site character-
ization. The study will indicate the depth
of the sludge pits, their extent and the con-
centration of arsenic.

“We will include citizen input in de-
termining a future use for the land, so re-
mediation strategies will also depend on
their recommended land use,” she said.
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Environmental Services

The QA Experts
LDCFL, Inc. is now the choice for

generating the ADaPT reports mandated
by FDEP’s Solid Waste Program

Certified SBA 8(a)
(561) 753-0483 • LDCFL.com

Laboratory Data Consultants FL, Inc.
“An Independent Environmental Quality Assurance Company”

The Developers and Experts in ADaPT/ADR

PUMP & EQUIPMENT

PUMPS  •  PUMP STATIONS
CONTROLS  •  REPAIRS

3524 Craftsman Blvd., Lakeland, FL 33803
Phone: (863) 665-7867    Fax: (863) 667-2951

E-mail: mbitting@tencarva.com
Web address: www.HudsonPump.com

A-C PUMP GORMAN-RUPP
GOULDS PUMPS JOHN CRANE
LIGHTNIN MIXERS MILTON ROY
NASH VACUUM SEEPEX PUMPS
TSURUMI XYLEM PUMPS

A Division of Tencarva Machinery Company

• Environmental Water and Soil Testing
• Drinking Water and Wastewater Analysis
• Ultra Trace Mercury by Method 1631
• Personal Care Products (PPCP & EPOC)
• Caffeine & Sucralose Analysis by LCMSMS
• ADaPT, EQUIS and Custom EDDs
• Experienced Field Sampling Team
• Certified W/MBE, WOSB and SBE

Jupiter Laboratories    561.575.0030

South Florida Tampa
561.262.8734 813.230.1009

Leanna Ramos Kevin Dunham

NELAP • DoD • ISO 17025
www.jupiterlabs.com

clientservices@jupiterlabs.com

2300 Silver Star Rd.
Orlando, FL 32804

Environmental Services
Sonic Drilling: Truck Mounted (2) • Track Mounted (4)

Angled wells and low clearance (14’)

Geoprobe Direct Push Technology
• 66 series (3) • 77 series (1) • 78 series (3) • 420M Indoor Rig

 Auger/Mud Rotary
• Diedrich D-120 (2) • Diedrich D-50 (2)

www.groundwaterprotection.com

Multiple Injection Applications
 Well Abandonment and Pad & Vault Removal

Angle and Horizontal Well Installation
Electrode Installations
CMT Well Installations
Mineral Exploration

Charles@drillprollc.com  •  (407) 426-7885  •  David@drillprollc.com

Serving Florida
and the

Southeastern U.S.
Since 1986

727-359-0038
gsawka@juno.com

Quality Work with a
3-Day Turnaround Time

• NELAC Certified
• OSHA Certified
• ADaPT
• SBE for SFWMD, Palm

Beach County & West
Palm Beach

• SBE & WMBE for
Palm Beach Schools
& Florida Office of
Supplier Diversity

Palm Beach Environmental Laboratories, Inc.
(561) 689-6701

• Custom EDDS
• On-Line

Reporting

tal Protection that the confining layer of
the sinkhole had been substantially sealed.
They also told DEP that additional time is
still needed to complete the repairs remain-
ing to fully close the sinkhole.

“DEP has required Mosaic to provide
additional information on the anticipated
timetable to complete additional drilling
and grouting activities, as well as infor-
mation on measures that can be taken to
ensure this delay is minimized,” said DEP
Spokesperson Dee Ann Miller.

Mosaic submitted the requested infor-
mation to the department on June 20 in a
letter detailing their progress to date and
proposing a revised schedule.

The new schedule shifts some activi-
ties and proposes certain elements in the
original schedule be re-sequenced so on-
site personnel can continue working safely
during the summer storm season.

Mosaic installed a storm warning sys-
tem to protect its employees and contrac-
tors at the site. 

The currently proposed completion
date is spring, 2018.

Although completion of the project has
been delayed, DEP is maintaining strict
oversight of the process as protection of
regional drinking water supplies is para-
mount for the agency.

Mosaic has collected approximately
1,800 water samples related to the incident.

“DEP continues to review sample re-
sults from both private drinking water
wells and onsite monitoring wells,” Miller
said. “Results continue to indicate that the
affected water is being successfully con-
tained, and that there is no evidence of off-
site movement or impacts related to pro-
cess water from the sinkhole at the Mo-
saic New Wales facility.”

Mosaic representatives met with de-
partment officials in late June to discuss
their June submittal including the proposed
revisions to the work schedule and pos-
sible resequencing of some activities in the
corrective action and grouting plan gov-
erning the sinkhole closure.

DEP issued comments to Mosaic on
July 10.

Mosaic was required to address the
agency’s comments and submit their pro-
posed revised implementation schedule for
their action plan to the department request-
ing approval within 15 days, Miller said.

“DEP will continue to hold Mosaic
accountable for meeting all requirements
of the consent order, including repairing
the sinkhole, recovering all discharged
process water and providing continued
assurances that no off-site impacts have
occurred,” she said.

“This comment letter does not guaran-
tee the department will approve a revised
schedule,” she noted. “And the department
retains all enforcement rights (including
fines and penalties) under the order.”

SINKHOLESINKHOLESINKHOLESINKHOLESINKHOLE
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It is also of interest because the domi-
nant cyanobacteria species in a future
bloom might be a different species whose
toxins pose a different risk to humans.

The seeds of such a bloom of a differ-
ent species are present among the remain-
ing 27 cyanobacteria found in the survey.

Marco Island marina appeal. Offi-
cials with the city of Marco Island plans
to file an appeal to void a recent Florida
Department of Environmental Protection
decision eliminating a requirement for
water quality testing and monitoring at the
city’s Esplanade Marina.

The monitoring and testing require-
ments were included in the Smokehouse
Bay marina’s 2002 permit.

The marina recently requested and re-
ceived a waiver from any further obliga-
tion to conduct and report water quality
results at the marina.

At its May 1 meeting, the Marco Is-
land City Council approved a petition to
appeal DEP’s action based on three issues.

City officials are concerned that DEP’s
relaxed requirements remove incentives
for the marina to meet other conditions of
its permit, particularly the obligation to
prevent pollution caused by marina opera-
tions. That increases the risk of pollution
in Smokehouse Bay.

In more specific terms, city officials are
concerned because the marina had not con-
ducted water quality testing as required
over the past decade. Nevertheless, the
marina cited nonexistent negative testing
results to justify its petition to end the ob-
ligation to sample and monitor.

The city council cited a recent indepen-
dent water quality review that found high

levels of fecal coliform bacteria and nitro-
gen in Smokehouse Bay. Those levels
could be directly attributable to Esplanade
Marina operations.

The city’s appeal is based primarily on
the use of incorrect and misleading facts
noted in Esplanade Marina’s application.

The city’s petition will be reviewed by
the Florida Division of Administrative
Hearings.

Wakulla County wastewater up-
grades. The Wakulla County Board of
County Commissioners approved a con-
sent order with the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection in late June re-
quiring the county to adhere to a schedule
to reduce nitrate levels in its wastewater
treatment plant effluent applied to the
Lawhorn Road Sprayfield.

Under the terms of the order, Wakulla
County has two years to reduce nitrates in
the wastewater effluent applied to the
sprayfield.

The consent order also includes a
$5,000 fine. County officials are negotiat-
ing with DEP to apply the $5,000 to county
projects, in lieu of paying it as a fine.

DEP wants nitrates reduced in order to
better protect water quality in the Wakulla
Springs watershed.

According to local reports, water
samples collected from January, 2014,
through mid-2016 implicate the wastewa-
ter treatment plant effluent as a contribu-
tor to high nitrate levels that have impacted
Wakulla Springs’ water quality.

At least two county commissioners ex-
pressed frustration with DEP’s consent
order because the county is building a new
wastewater treatment plant that will meet
effluent guidelines and is expected to be
in operation in 2018.
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DEP awards Duval County DOH funds for septic tank improvement efforts
By PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHIBy PRAKASH GANDHI

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection awarded the
Florida Department of Health in

Duval County $549,000 in grant funding
to improve the county’s septic tanks.

The money will help officials continue
the progress they have made with improv-
ing water quality in the bustling region.

The projects include identifying older
and faulty septic systems to be fixed or
replaced. The grant will also be used for
efforts to locate possible pollutants for 25
impaired waterbodies in the Lower St.
Johns River watershed.

The health department is focusing its
efforts on septic system improvements
while the city of Jacksonville is working

on converting septic tanks to the central-
ized sewage collection system.

The Lower St. Johns River Septic Tank
Enforcement Project has been an on-go-
ing program for many years, said Scott
Turner, Duval County’s director of envi-
ronmental health and emergency prepared-
ness.

Turner said the main program objec-
tive is protecting the surface waters of the
Lower St. Johns and its tributaries by en-
forcing laws and rules governing on-site
sewage treatment and disposal systems.

There are an estimated 21,000 septic
tanks in the city and between five and 10
percent of them are leaking.

In 2006, then-Mayor John Peyton
signed legislation to replace some of the
21,000 septic tanks with connections to

city sewer services. The agreement also
targeted outdated wastewater treatment
plants and focused on making the best use
of reclaimed water.

Turner said environmental health staff
conducts door-to-door inspections to iden-
tify failing septic tanks that could discharge
into the Lower St. Johns River and its tribu-
taries.

He said complaints are investigated in-
volving malfunctioning systems and pol-
lution from direct or indirect sewage dis-
charge.

The DOH in Duval County issues con-
struction permits, and inspects repairs and
modifications for systems to prevent dis-
charge of untreated or improperly treated
wastewater.

In addition, staff provides educational

materials and consultation on the proper
use and maintenance of systems to
homeowners and tenants.

The education provided as part of this
project will increase public awareness of
the many fecal coliform sources and their
impacts on water quality, Turner added.

“The end result is that an increased
number of homeowners will have their
septic systems pumped out and inspected
on a regular basis,” he said.

There will also be a decrease in haz-
ardous chemicals being discarded into sep-
tic systems and better maintenance of sys-
tems in general.

DEP Spokesperson Sarah Shellabarger
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Environmental Services

The national leader in
environmental testing

in Florida
and across the country

Contact us to see how we make
your (analytical) world easier.

We offer:
• Reduced Volume (RV) for PAH,  SVOC,

Pesticides, PCBs
• Online Custom Reporting
• Local pick-up/drop-off service
• EDDs
• 2500 Summa Cans for Vapor Intrusion (VI)

For more information,
please contact Rick Pickett

941-525-8577 or
rpickett@esclabsciences.com

U.S. Environmental 

Our device & data experts are ready to provide the BEST rental experience possible! 

Your source for RENTALS, SALES, & SERVICE 

Photo Ionization Detectors 

Dust Monitors Area 

Weather Stations 

Remote Data Acquisition 

Combustible Gas Monitors 

Flame Ionization Detectors 

Gas Analyzers 

Landfill Gas Monitors 

Mercury Vapor Analyzers 

Radiation 

Leak Detection 

Air Pressure 

Air Sampling 

Anemometers 

Dust Monitors Personal 

Indoor Air Quality 

Gas Detection Tubes 

Sound 

Thermal Imaging 

Water Level Meters 

Interface Probes 

Pressure Transducers 

Flow Probes 

Multiparameter Devices 

Well Development pumps 

Peristaltic Pumps 

Submersible Pumps 

Water Sampling 

Soil Sampling 

XRF Analyzers 

 

Tampa, FL (813) 628-4200 Also convenient locations in MA, CT, NJ, & IL! 

Singley Environmental &
Remediation Services

44 Years
DPT, Well Installations & Remediation

Office: (850) 944-7799 • Mobile: (850) 332-8787
pensacola@singleycc.com

www.singleycc.com

Professional Environmental
Testing & Consulting, LLC

NELAP certified in Microbiology (total and fecal
coliform) and wet chemistry for potable and

non-potable water. Minority Business certified.
Located in Davie, FL • (954) 440-3537

www.petc702.com                                  petc702@comcast.net

Phase I & II ESA, RBCA,
Assessment and Remediation,

Consulting and Forensics

Steve Hilfiker   •   steve@ermi.net
1-888-ENV-MGMT   •   1-888-368-6468

www.ERMI.net

Serving Florida since 1999

www.spotlightgeo.com

SPOTLIGHT
GEOPHYSICAL SERVICES

Providing subsurface imaging with

land and shallow marine geophysical tools

Experienced and licensed geophysicists

based in Miami, Florida

Florida Offices

Bartow

Boca Raton

Coral Gables

Jacksonville

Lake City

Miami

Naples

Orlando

Tallahassee

Tampa

a Leader in Florida and around the World

www.aecom.com

Environmental

Assessments

Mitigation Design

Remedial Design

Brownfields

Permitting

Industrial Hygiene

Health & Safety

Water Resources

Stormwater

Groundwater

Water Quality

TMDLs

Potable Water

Wastewater

Reclaimed Water

NPDES

Providing quality drilling services with quality people and equipment

Offices in Dade City, Bonifay and Tallahassee

Environmental drilling  •  Exploration
Geotechnical drilling  •  Wire line coring

All terrain and barge rigs  •  Sonic
(352) 567-9500  •  Toll-free: 1-800-487-9665

www.hussdrilling.com

Best Remote Access Equipment
in South Florida!

Remote 420M Dolly Probe 23” Wide
EP200 Auger Rig Only 36” Wide
Monitoring Wells Installations
DPT Geoprobe Sampling
Hollow Stem Auger (HSA) Drilling

Deerfield Beach, FL • Mount Laurel, NJ • (800) 596-7472 • www.enviroprobe.com

Private Utility Markets
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR)

Concrete Scanning w/ GPR
Pre-Excavation Utility Clearance

Geophysical Investigations

Call us today for competitive rates.

GPR Services

Deerfield Beach, FL • Mount Laurel, NJ • (800) 596-7472 • www.enviroprobe.com

North

of the border

Duke Energy sues insurance companies for coal ash contamination costs
By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

E arlier this year, Duke Energy filed
suit against 30 insurance compa-
nies to force them to pay claims

arising from Duke’s corrective actions for
coal ash contamination at 14 coal-burning
plants in North Carolina and one plant in
South Carolina.

Duke’s filing described it as “a civil ac-
tion seeking insurance coverage under cer-
tain third-party liability insurance poli-
cies.”

The payments would cover damages to

adjacent property owners harmed by
groundwater contamination arising from
coal combustion residuals that had been
stored for decades in unlined basins and
containment structures.

From 1971 until 1986, Duke and its
subsidiaries purchased excess-level third
party liability coverage to cover property
damage caused by emissions from their
power plants.

Perhaps years ago, the power company
and its insurance carriers may not have en-
visioned covered emissions that occurred
in water.

Duke’s need for coverage arose fol-
lowing the 2014 impoundment failure at
their plant in Dan River, VA. Subse-
quently, the power company accepted
obligations to remove or otherwise
handle 108 million tons of coal
ash.

Initially, Duke esti-
mated the cost of cleanup
to be in excess of $2 bil-
lion. Duke, in its filing,
wrote that its liability has
evolved over time and
continues to evolve due to
the North Carolina Coal
Ash Management Act and
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency rules.

The current estimated remediation
costs are $5.2 billion in North and South
Carolina alone, at least 50 percent more
than 2014 estimates.

The insurance companies refused to
pay the claim.

In court, they said that because Duke’s
CCR storage facilities were built without
any containment structure and were often
built in direct contact with groundwater,
Duke created the problem.

The insurance companies alleged that
the costs of cleanup are a cost of doing
business for the company, not an insurable
risk.

Consequently, the insurance companies
denied any liability.

Duke Power claims its containment

practices are consistent with industry-wide
standards and were legal at the time they
were used. Consequently, insurance com-
panies have improperly refused to pay
Duke’s damage claims.

Duke also alleged that the
insurance policies it pur-

chased include specific pro-
visions making the insur-
ance companies liable for
the claims.

This case will not con-
clude quickly.

Duke filed the case in
late March. The discovery

phase alone may take 14
months or more to complete.

The case management report noted sig-
nificant attention given to a mediated
settlement prior to trial. But the parties
proposed putting off mediation until May,
2019.

Duke Power acknowledges that insur-
ance company payments may provide hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, but not the
billions of dollars needed to cover the es-
timated CCR facility remediation costs.

In early July, Duke requested a 16.7
percent rate increase for its North Caro-
lina customers, effective Jan. 1, 2018.

Although most of that rate increase is
slated to upgrade North Carolina’s power
grid following Hurricane Matthew’s dam-
age last October, $200 million per year is
earmarked for coal ash impoundment and
CCR remediation.

Court delivers victory to governments,
advocates with property rights decision
By BLBy BLBy BLBy BLBy BLANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDYYYYY, PG, PG, PG, PG, PG

O n June 23, the U.S. Supreme
Court delivered a decisive victory
to state and local governments

and environmental groups by finding for
the state of Wisconsin in the Murr v. State
of Wisconsin and St. Croix County prop-
erty rights case.

The ruling represents a major judi-
cial decision in the ongoing battle be-
tween property rights advocates who at-
tempt to limit regulations by demanding
compensation and municipal govern-
ments that try to control issues such as
unfettered development, environmental
degradation and flooding through land
use regulations.

The case involved two adjacent plots
of land, Lot E and Lot F, bought separately
by William and Margaret Murr in Troy, WI,
in the 1960s. The lots are on an embank-
ment overlooking the St. Croix River.

The Murrs maintained the lots under
separate ownership until 1994 when they
transferred Lot F to one set of their chil-
dren and then transferred Lot E to a sec-
ond set of their children in 1995.

In 1972, well before the Murr lot trans-
fers, the state of Wisconsin enacted regu-
lations to preserve the scenic and recre-
ational qualities of the St. Croix River in
response to the river’s designation for fed-
eral protection under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act.

Among the act’s regulations is a pro-
hibition on building on lots smaller than
one acre.

Both Lot E and Lot F are over an acre,
but a steep bluff cuts through the center
of each lot creating topography that lim-
its each lot to less than one buildable
acre.

When combined, the Murrs’ two lots
comprise just under an acre of land suit-
able for development.

A cabin occupies one lot and the lots
were merged into one under the regula-
tions.

Having received the property in the
mid-1990s, the second set of Murr chil-
dren applied for and were denied permis-
sion to build on the second lot, Lot E.

Because the lots are considered com-
bined under the regulations, the Murr chil-
dren could build a bigger house than the
existing cabin, but they could not have an
independent house on each lot.

Because Lot E couldn’t be sold or de-
veloped separately, the Murrs challenged
the regulations in state court as an uncon-
stitutional taking.

To support their case, they had the lots
appraised as currently regulated. Cabin Lot
F was valued at $373,000 and the unde-
veloped Lot E was valued at $40,000.

Together the lots were valued at
$698,300 as regulated, but if both Lot E
and Lot F were independently buildable,
the two lots would be worth $771,000.

Although the lots appraised at the
greatest value when independently build-
able, the Murrs lost in the state court.

Upon appeal, the court concluded that
the merger regulations did not effect a tak-
ing. The court explained that petitioners
could not reasonably have expected to use
the lots separately because they were
“charged with knowledge of the existing
zoning laws” when they acquired the prop-
erty.

The Murrs then appealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court also
found the lots contiguous.

Writing for the court’s majority, Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy said that regulations
that partly limit how a property owner uses
his or her land do not necessarily require
compensation from the state.

“The value added by the lots’ combi-
nation shows their complementarity and
supports their treatment as one parcel,” he
said, explaining that the combined lots are
valued at $698,300, which is far greater
than the summed value of the separate
regulated lots.

“Courts must instead define the
parcel in a manner that reflects reason-
able expectations about the property,”
he said. “Courts must strive for con-
sistency with the central purpose of the
Takings Clause to ‘bar government
from forcing some people alone to
bear public burdens which, in all fair-
ness and justice, should be borne by
the public as a whole.’”

“Treating the lot in question as a single
parcel is legitimate for purposes of this
takings inquiry, and this supports the con-
clusion that no regulatory taking occurred
here,” he said.

The Supreme Court reinforced their de-
cision on the closely followed Murr prop-
erty rights case by declining to review two
other cases that presented similar legal is-
sues.

The Southeast’s top
soil and groundwater cleanup

conference is
right in your backyard.

Save the Date!

Dec. 7-8, 2017
Rosen Centre Hotel, Orlando

(407) 671-7777
mreast@enviro-net.com  •  www.enviro-net.com
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Contact Information
Payment information

__ Check    or   CC: __ AmEx __ Visa __ Mastercard

Cardholder  : ________________________________________

CC #: ______________________________________________

Exp.:  ____  /  ____     Sec. Code: _____   CC Zip: __________

Sponsorships
__ Regular Holes: $250 (Additional $100 for table at tee)

Contest  Holes: $350 (plus minimum $50 prize for winner)
__Closest to Pin/Men __Closest to Pin/Ladies
__Longest Drive/Men __Longest Drive/Ladies
__Putting Contest __Play the Pro

__ $300: Beverage Cart (three available)
__ $400: Trophy (one available)
__ $400: BBQ Dinner (four available)
__ Donation: Special Operations Warrior Foundation

Amt. $_____
Mulligans
__ Mulligan packs: $20. Number of packs:____ Amt. $_____

Total:  __________

Charity Golf Tournament

Player 1 (contact): ____________________________________

Company: __________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

City, St, Zip: ________________________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________

Additional players in foursome:

__________________________________________________
Player 2 E-mail

__________________________________________________
Player 3 E-mail

__________________________________________________
Player 4 E-mail

Single player registration is $175 (checks payable to NTCC  Inc.)
Foursomes are $650. If you’d like to take advantage of the four-
some discount, please submit payment in full ($650). Player spots
will not be held without payment. All payments will be processed
immediately.

The deadline for ordering tournament t-shirts is Nov. 1, 2017.

T-shirt
size

T-shirt
sizes

  Mail to: 2017 FRC Golf Tournament
P.O. Box 2175
Goldenrod, FL 32733

• 12:30 PM Shotgun start, four-man scramble
• Contests, door prizes and silent auction
• Sponsorships available
• Registration includes golf, box lunch and dinner
• Club rental available
• Play one of the top courses in Florida
• You do not have to attend FRC to participate
• All proceeds to our 2017 charity...

Special Thanks to our
2017 Signature Sponsor:

FAX to: (321) 972-8937 or E-MAIL to: mreast@enviro-net.com
Questions? Call Mike Eastman at FRC, (407) 671-7777.

www.feccorporation.com

8th Annual8th Annual

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017

Shingle Creek Golf Club
Orlando, FL

of a chemical appropriately require risk
analysis. According to the agency, this part
of the rule ensures that EPA will focus on
those uses posing the greatest risk.

The second rule, the TSCA Inventory
Notification (Active-Inactive) Rule, re-
quired industry reporting of chemicals
used in manufacturing processes in the
U.S. over the past decade.

This will allow the EPA to identify
chemicals in the TSCA inventory that are
still used in commerce and to guide the
EPA’s prioritization activities.

The rule also reduces “the regulatory
burden” by streamlining reporting require-
ments for chemical manufacturers and pro-
cessors, according to the agency.

In December, 2016, EPA named the
first 10 chemicals to undergo risk analysis
under the Lautenberg Act. In the months
since that announcement, the agency has
prepared the scope of risk evaluation that
includes the hazards, exposures, conditions
of use and potential expose, and suscep-
tible sub-populations that the agency will
consider in its risk analysis.

Those scopes are now online and open
to public comment. During the public com-
ment period, the EPA will prepare prob-
lem formulation documents, expected to
be released later this year or in early 2018.

Engineering industry: Superfund
needs more money. A recently completed
study by the American Council of Engi-
neering Companies noted that between Fis-
cal Year 2000 and FY 2016, EPA Super-
fund spending declined from 1.9 billion to
$1.09 billion.

Though new contaminated sites are
being added to the program’s priority
list, the Trump administration proposed
cutting $330 million more from the pro-
gram, reducing proposed spending to
$762 million.

The subtotal for Superfund cleanup
work specifically would shrink from
$709.72 million to $515.784 million.

EPA’s FY 2018 proposed budget stated
that approximately 166 million people live
within three miles of a Superfund site, a
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
corrective action site, or a brownfields site
that received EPA funding.

Apparently, substantially more of the
costs and effort of contaminated site
cleanup will be the responsibility of
states and tribes under EPA Administra-
tor Scott Pruitt’s cooperative federalism
philosophy.

David Raymond, president and CEO of
ACEC, encouraged Congress, government
agencies and private firms to use the
report’s findings going forward to ad-
equately fund and conduct Superfund site
cleanups.

The report, Superfund 2017: Cleanup
Accomplishments and the Challenges
Ahead, was independently authored by
Catherine Probst, who wrote a 2001 report
to Congress characterizing budget needs
and issues affecting Superfund site
cleanup.

ACEC commissioned and underwrote
Probst’s update of her 2001 report.

The report is available at http://
www.acec.org/publications/superfund-
2017-white-paper/.
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Experienced 62-780 Project Manager
Environmental Risk Management, Inc. (ERMI) is an environmental assessment, remedia-
tion, and forensic consulting firm serving all of Florida. We are accepting resumes for project
managers in the Tampa area experienced in DEP cleanup programs, Brownfields, Phase I/
II and 62-780 services.

ERMI has a diversified service portfolio, a clear plan, exciting career opportunities and
excellent benefits. Pay will be commensurate with experience and skills.

If you’re looking for a place to build your career with an organization that truly appreciates
your talent, we look forward to hearing from you!  Send resumes: Attention: Steve Hilfiker
via email to: prrude@ermi.net

Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/V/D

ORCA network funding drops by $650,000, limiting range of monitoring
By ROBy ROBy ROBy ROBy ROY LY LY LY LY LAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLINAUGHLIN

I n 2016, after the cyanobacteria
blooms in the St. Lucie Estuary and
southern Indian River Lagoon, the

Ocean Research and Conservation Asso-
ciation in Fort Pierce received a total of
$750,000 to maintain and operate 28 au-
tonomous robotic monitoring devices
called Kilroys.

The devices are stationed primarily in
creeks and canals within the five counties
along the Indian River Lagoon.

One third of that total cost, $250,000,
was provided by the Florida Legislature.
Sen. Joe Negron helped arrange to addi-
tional $500,000 through the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.

For Fiscal Year 2018, ORCA asked for
only $650,000 in total. However, the half
million in DEP funding was not renewed,
so ORCA has only $250,000 to fund the
monitoring that began July 1.

Each Kilroy costs $30,000 annually to
maintain, so with just $250,000 to spend,
the organization will be able to support
only eight or nine devices.

ORCA Managing Director Warren
Falls said that by July 14, they began
“shedding and pulling units.” As the moni-
toring devices come due for servicing, they
are pulled out of service.

In the coming year, ORCA hopes to
have 10 Kilroys operating with the
$250,000 funding.

The organization has approached local
governments along the lagoon for finan-
cial support for additional stations in their
monitoring network.

As of mid-July, Martin County officials
had inserted funding authorization for two
units in Martin County: one in Willoughby
Creek and one in Manatee Pocket.

St. Lucie County officials made simi-
lar funding provisions for one device in
their county.

The funding awaits approval of bud-
gets by the boards of county commission-
ers in late July.

In addition, Falls said he was negotiat-
ing with Brevard County officials for
Kilroy support there. Last year, the Kilroys
produced real-time data showing the de-
velopment of the winter fish kills in the
Banana River.

Falls said he hoped that Brevard offi-

cials would step up with financial support.
ORCA also posted an appeal on the

organization’s website for citizen funding.
When asked if citizen funding would be
sufficient to fund several stations, he said
that it certainly would, a comment backed
by ORCA’s annual reports.

ORCAORCAORCAORCAORCA
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3637 State Road 44, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168  •  www.beemats.com  •  beemats@gmail.com

BEEMAT’S managed aquatic plant systems
remove nitrogen and phosphorus from

stormwater to satisfy TMDL requirements

Call for pricing. (386) 428-8578

BEEMAT’S managed aquatic plant systems
remove nitrogen and phosphorus from

stormwater to satisfy TMDL requirements

800.739.9156  |  www.cleanearthinc.com

Recycling over 3.6 million tons of material in 2016, Clean 
Earth continues to grow with over 25 years of experience 
treating and recycling contaminated soil for beneficial 
reuses, including construction fill and brownfield 
reclamation. It is our unique capability of providing a 
one-source, full-service solution to handle multiple 
waste streams from a single customer that separates us 
from the competition.

CLEAN EARTH WITH US.
help to keep our air quality good.”

EPA has been working with automo-
bile manufacturers to decrease vehicle
emissions.

Other factors helping to keep air qual-
ity good are more people carpooling, an
increased use of public transportation and
coal-fired power plants switching to natu-
ral gas, Parker said.

The county monitors for the six crite-
ria pollutants including ozone, particulate
matter, carbon monoxide and others.

“Overall, we are seeing a decrease for
criteria air pollutants,” Parker said.

Bad air days typically occur on week-
days due to the exhaust from commuting
traffic. Another factor is smoke from wild-
fires kindled by drought.

During this year’s drought, the county
issued a burn ban to stop residents from
burning materials in their backyards, re-
ducing the likelihood of wildfires.

 “We are making progress on improv-
ing the air quality in Central Florida,”
Parker said. “Predominantly, we have
green days.”

Air Now is the repository of air qual-
ity data and forecasts for the U.S. and  con-
tains air quality measurements from thou-
sands of monitoring sites across North
America.

The recent Air Now report from the
EPA included contributions from state and
local agencies.
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said funding for these projects comes from
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Section 319 grants administered by the
state.

The funds are awarded annually to
implement projects that reduce non-point
source pollution and restore impaired
springs, rivers, lakes and estuaries.

“By partnering with the Department of
Health and awarding grants for statewide
septic tank survey and remediation pro-
jects, we can further our efforts and better
inform restoration strategies, benefiting the
environment and local communities,”
Shellabarger said.
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Donations comprise from one third to
40 percent of the organization’s total fund-
ing. There is no current funding for Kilroy
stations in Indian River or Volusia coun-
ties. There, voluntary citizen funding
would make all the difference.

It seems likely that in the coming year,
ORCA should have 13 units at a minimum
and maybe 15 or more if other funding
sources step forward in a timely manner.

Kilroys fill an important monitoring
niche. Most are located in creeks and ca-
nals that drain into the Indian River.

Currently, DEP and the Florida Legis-
lature fund two monitoring networks in the
southern Indian River Lagoon. One is
ORCA’s Kilroy network. The other is Har-
bor Branch Oceanographic Institution’s
Land Ocean Biogeochemical Observatory
network, with nine remotely operated units

ORCAORCAORCAORCAORCA
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Suwannee River district adopts emergency MFL rule for four area springs
By BLBy BLBy BLBy BLBy BLANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDANCHE HARDYYYYY, PG, PG, PG, PG, PG

T he Suwannee River Water Man-
agement District Governing Board
adopted an emergency rule to es-

tablish minimum flows and levels for four
Outstanding Florida Springs: Falmouth
Spring, Lafayette Blue Springs, Peacock
Springs and Troy Spring, as required by
the Florida Springs and Aquifer Protection
Act, Part VIII, Ch. 373, Florida Statutes.

Staff recommended the approval of
Emergency Rule 40BER 17-01, FAC dur-
ing a public hearing on May 31.

The governing board voted to adopt the
emergency rule on June 13.  The rule goes
into effect on July 1 and will remain in

effect until a final rule can be adopted.
MFLs are established to aid the water

management districts in assuring the sus-
tainability of the state’s potable water sup-
ply, and viability and protection of water
resources and the natural environment.

The emergency rule will only tempo-
rarily establish minimum flows for the four
springs. The temporary MFLs will, how-
ever, be adhered to when reviewing per-
mits requesting water use.

“As with all minimum flows estab-
lished by the district, if adopted, the mini-
mum flows in the proposed emergency rule
would be used as a basis for imposing limi-
tations on withdrawals of groundwater and
surface water in the consumptive use per-

mit regulatory process and for reviewing
proposed surface water management sys-
tems in the environmental resource permit
regulatory process,” district staff said.

Having published notice of intent to
proceed with the emergency rule by July
1, the district held its first public workshop
on the proposed rule in May.

Senate Bill 552 requires that MFLs be
set for all Outstanding Florida Springs be-
fore July 1, 2017. That deadline is legisla-
tively mandated and must be complied with.

“The Legislature understood that there
might be problems meeting that deadline,
so the Florida Springs & Aquifer Protec-
tion Act enables emergency rules to be
adopted to meet that deadline if an MFL
cannot be completed by then,” noted
Carlos Herd, director of the district’s wa-
ter supply division.

The minimum flow for Lafayette Blue

Springs, Peacock Springs and Troy Spring
was established as a 9.9 percent reduction
in the pump-off flow of each spring.

The minimum flow for Falmouth
Spring was established as a 9.9 percent
reduction in the sum of the total of the
pump-off flow of Lime Spring, Lime Run
Spring, and Suwanacoochee Spring.

Early peer review comments of the
district’s draft technical memorandum sug-
gest the allowable reductions in spring
flow should not be considered independent
of one another.

And although the proposed 15 percent
allowable reduction in flow at Falmouth
Spring may be protective of the resources
in the immediate vicinity of the Ellaville
gage, this flow may not adequately pro-
tect resources downstream where the al-
lowable flow reduction is proposed to be
9.9 percent.

in the Indian River Lagoon and the St.
Lucie Estuary.

The two are complementary and do not
overlap significantly.
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